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PREFACE 


HAVE conftantly declared, and alſs 
ſworn, That I cited Miſs Hudſon into 
the Court of Arches purely in Obedience 
to the Dicates of Conſcience, and on all 
Occaſions afſerted ( 2, am 2 ill of the ſame 
Opinion 15 a Man who has a due Regard 
to Honour and Conſcience has ſo in every ths 
ance; and, therefore, that I may not be 
raſhly and unjuſtly cenſured 2 Publi 2 the 
following Caſe to gratify either Malice or Re- 
venge, I think myſelf obliged to let the World 
know every Step I took, before I proceeded to 
Publication. 
As ſoon as Sentence was pronounced, before 
T came out of Court, I declared, and upon all 
Occaſions fince, that I would publiſh the Caſe 
between * Hudſon and me, and that I 
thought myſelf bound to do it in my own Vin- 
dication; and that my 1 and publick De- 
A 3 clarations 
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clarations ſhould not reach Sir John and Mr. 
Boyce, ſeems to me next to an Impoſſibility. 
But if they did not, 

On Thurſday the 26th of July in de Morn- 
ing, I communicated the following Caſe, ſaving 


ſome Additions made toward the End of it, to 


Mr. Weſley, who was ſo kind as to read it 
over with me; and in the Afternoon of the ſame 
Day I left it with a Gentleman in a high Of- 
ce in the Univerſity of Oxford, an Acquaint- 
ance of Sir John Boyce's, and mine; who had 
it in his Cuſtody till the Monday following; 
aud I permitted Mr. Weſley to acquaint Mr. 
Boyce, and the other Gentleman Sir John 
{which he promiſed me to do the next Day) 
with as much of the Contents 4 it as they 
could remember; and this I did, that they 
might, upon a proper Application to me, have 
prevented the Publication of it. 8 
The next Wedneſday I was favoured with 


a Letter from Mr. Weſley, which begins with 


the following Words. 
SIX, 


« T Sent Mr. Boyce Mord Yeſterday, that J 


1 4 was apt to think you were ſo' far from 
« the Deſire of Revenge, which he had been 


© informed you every where ſhewed, that if he 


« could propoſe any other Way of ſatisfying that 
« Defire of clearing your Reputation which a 
« Chriſtian ought to have, you would yet 


« df 
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« defift from your Deſign of publiſhing your 
«* Caſe.” | 


This Letter I anſwered the Saturday fol. 
lowing, but received no Reply till the 18th of 
Auguſt, when I was favoured with a ſecond 
Letter from Mr. Weſley, to which 1 returned 
a ſpeedy Anſwer. From the other Gentleman 
J never yet received Line or Meſſage ; and 
hearing nothing more from Mr. Weſley, on the 
11th of September I called upon him, and told 
him, that I had heard nothing from him ſince 
the 18th of Auguſt; whereupon he ſaid, 
« There muſt have been a Fault in the Witney 
« Poſt, for I have ſent you a third Letter ;” 
and then added, © Mr. Boyce waits for, and 

« deſires to ſee, your Propoſals.” Whereupon 
Ivety haſtily wrote a Form of a Teſtimonial, 
which inſiſted that Mrs. Boyce ſhould ſign : 
J took no Copy of it, and therefore cannot ven- 
ture to give one; nor would a Copy of it be at 
all material, fince the Words Mrs. Boyce ſhould 
have figned, had we agreed, here follow ; and 
T believe what I wrote at Mr. Weſley's Cham- 
Ver, with a Clauſe I ſent him in my laſt Let- 
ter, is very near to the ſame Effet, and per- 
haps contained the very ſame Words. 


J. Margaret Boyce, lately Hudſon, Fife 
of John Boyce, E/q; of the City of Oxford, 


do voluntarily and truly teftify under my Hand, 
A 4 that 


ain PREFACE: 

that I never received a Copy of a Letter, or a 
Line of a Letter, from the Rev. Mr. John 
Goole, Vicar of Eynſham, and Maſter of the 
Free-School of Witney, in the County of Ox- 
ford, for me to tranſcribe and remit. to him; 
That Mr. Goole engaged yd to me in the 
moſt honourable Manner ; That he never asked 
me to engage myſelf to him after the 5th o 
May, 1731. 1, Was 0 5 Tenderneſs A 
Mrs. Boyce, becauſe _=_ has ſworn, that I did 
deſire her to engage herſelf to me on that Day; 
tho I here again ſolemnly affirm and proteſt, that 
I never did after the 20th of April); That as 
ſoon as T had acquainted him that my Mother 
would not conſent that he ſhould marry me, he 
offered to quit his 5 aud to reſign me; 
and, That his whole Behaviour towards me has 


been according to the ſtricteſt Rules of Fuſtice 
Fidelity and Honour. 9 l 


I inſiſted alſo, That in Confideration of the 
Money I am out of Pocket {by reaſon of Miſs 
Hudſon's unparallel'd Falſhood) which Mr. 
Boyce knows to be confiderable, and of the Fa- 
tigue, the Reproaches, aud other Injuries I 
bave ſuffered on the ſame Account, I ſhould be 

aid 300 l. 
- T hoſe Terms beins complied with, I offered 
to give Mr. Boyce as many Silks, &c. as coſt 
me 100 l. to deliver up the Licence Bond, Kc. 
and to behave myſelf, in all Reſpects, in a 


Chriſtian 
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PREFACE. ix 


Chriſtian and Friendly Manner to Mr. Boyce 
and his Wife. | 

From the 11th of September to the 8th of 
October I heard no more of the Matter, when 
Mr. Boyce came to me, as 1 thought to accom- 
modate Matters between us; but, it ſeems, 
his Defign was inſidiouſiy to take Advantage 
of the civil Treatment he expetied, and met 
with from me; for ſo he told Mr. Judge of 
Witney, who accompanied him to my Houſe, 
almoſt as ſoon as he was out of my Doors; and 
ao that I had ſhewed the Caſe to a worthy 

eutleman of Bletchington {whom he named} 


and that I had ſeveral times ſent for him; 


which two laft Particulars I affirm to be groſs 
Untruths. 155 exact Honour — which % 
John Boyce had uſed Mr. Snell, and me 
through him, ought to have put me upon 
my Guard againſi Mr. Boyce, and if it 
did not, I muſt ſuffer for my 8 how- 
ever, I own [ did not tleſign he ſhould take any 
Advantage of my Civility, and I am fill of 
Opinion that he cannot; but, whether I am 
right in that, or not, Mr. Boyce's Behaviour 
will demonſtrate, that he follows the ſame 
Principles with his Father; and mine, that I 
really and ſincerely defigned a Friendly Accom- 
= ation, and a Chriſtian Reconciliation with 
im. 

Mr. Boyce, when with me, declared, That 
the Licence Bond was good for nothing, for 
Reaſons 


x PREFACE; 
4 perhaps given in the following Cuſe; 


at leaſt, that Declaration gives me a greater 
Suſpicion, that the Bond is null, only for want 
wr being legally executed. If it was legally 
executed, I am ſtill of Opinion the Penalty of 
it is recoverable, becauſe it was granted, _=_ 
giving Sentence, That if ſhe (Miſs Hudſon) 
had not been married, the Caſe would have 
been otherwiſe, and therefore, tho it was not 
adjudged ſufficient to ſet aſide a ſecond Mar- 
riage, I am humbly of Opinion it will be ſaf- 

cient to prove the Bond in Force, and to re- 
cover the Penalty of it. I ſhall be well ad- 
viſed before I bring my Action upon the Bond; 
and to deal more frankly and more kindly by 
Mr. Boyce, than I have any Reaſon to think 
he would do with me, I will, for his Advan= 
tage, here add the Query upon which I ſhall 
take Advice. 


. Whether, tho' the Evidence given in the 
Arches, in the Cauſe between Miſs Hudſon 
and me, was not adjudzed ſufficient to ſet aſide 
a Second Marriage; it is not nevertheleſs ſuf 

cient to recover the Penalty of the Licence 
Bond? Becauſe Mrs. Boyce has ſworn to every 
Word and Circumſtance of the Contract on 
both Sides, in ſuch Terms as will demonſtrate, 
that the Contrat! between her and me was a 
Contract of the preſent Time. | 


Sir 


PRE FACE. xi 


Sir John and Mr. Boyce have often boaſted, 

That Miſs Hudſon's Fortune is Sooo d. as 
perhaps it may; whatever it is, they had it in 
Poſſeſſion as ſoo n as Mrs. Hall was dead, and, 
in a Manner, before any Trouble was begun; 
and therefore might have been ſ6 tender of her 
as to have complied with any tolerable Protoſals, 
that would have ſaved Mrs. Boyce, to whom 
the Father and the Son were ſo highly obliged, 
from being expoſed in ſuch a Manner, as Sir 
John very well knew ſhe deſerved, as ſcon as 
Mr. Allen had acquainted him only with what 
T had imparted to Mr. Allen; and that they 
did not, will, Ipreſume, be allowed the greateſt 
Ingratitude in the Father and the Son: But to 
ſuffer the Publication of this Caſe, when they 
might have prevented it with ſo ſmall a Part of 
what was over and above all that Mr. Boyce 
could ever have pretended to, or hoted for, 
will, I believe, be univerſally allowed ſuch an 
Inſtance of Sordidneſs, Stupidity and Ingrati- 
tude, as none but they two could have been 
guilty of, unleſs ſpe is as ſordid as they. 

If it was incumbent upon me to inſiſt upon a 
Vindication of my moſt injured. Reputation, 
and a Piece of Juſtice to myſelf, and no Breach 
of Charity to others, to require a ſmall Satis= 
faction for the irreparable Wrongs that have 

been done me; if what I injiſted Mrs. Boyce 
ſhould fign to clear wy Charatter be every Word 
of it true (as will, I flatter myſelf, appear 
from 
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from her Letters and Anſwers to my Libel: » If 


from well-fee'd Advocates and Proctors, I 
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the following Caſe ſhall be thought a much bet- 
ter Vindication of my Character than what I 
would have accepted from Mrs. Boyce; If the 
Things I offered to give Mr. Boyce, the Li= 
cence Bond, and the fair Adyantage I hope, 
by the Fayour of the Publick, to make of 
this Caſe, were a valuable Conſideration for 
what I demanded, beſides thoſe Imputations 
which Sir John, his Son, Mrs. Boyce, and 
their lateſ} Poſterity (if I miſtake not) 

would have avoided, by complying with my Pro- 
foſals; and if I gave Mr. Boyce Time and 
Opportunity to have adjuſted Matters between 
us in an amicable Way, then I hope I ſhall be 
univerſally excuſed for taking this Method to 
clear myſelf from all Suſpicion of Ill, whatever 
Conſequences may attend thoſe by whom I have 
been ſo cruelly and unworthily injured. 

I have hinted in the following Caſe, that 
one End I propoſe by proc it, is to prevent 
all Secret Contradis for the future; and here, 
to eaſe Ecclefiaſtical Courts of the Trouble 
Cauſes of Pre-contrat?, and the Perſons, who 
might otherwiſe bring them before thoſe Courts, 
of the unſpeakable Fatigue and the ungentle- 
manlike and unjuſt Treatment they may expet# 


will, upon too much Experience, preſume to ad- 
viſe every Man, to be very cautious how he 
| Commences 
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| PREFACE, Xili 
commences a Cauſe, by reaſon of the Violation, 


or Non- performance, of a Secret Contr act. 


That a Woman who has broke a Secret Cou- 
tract of the preſent Time by entring into a ſe- 
cond Marriage, cannot be worthy of the De- 
fires and AfeBions of any Man of Honour and 
Virtue, is ſo plain, that I ſhall not attempt to 
prove it; and therefore I adviſe all Men ſo in- 
jured, provided they can reconcile their Silence 
to the Laws of Chriſtianity, and quiet their 
own Conſciences, to conceal their Injuries, and 
bear them as well as they can; becauſe, J am 
humbly of Opinion, that no Man, in ſuch a 
Caſe, can hope to give clearer or ſironger Proofs 
than I did, and yet they were not ue 
cient. 

As long as a Woman is willing to perform 
her Contraff, and is reſtrained from it by Pa- 
rents or Guardians, or any uulawſul Means, 
it will be ungenerous to cite her into Court, 
and to expoſe her Preſents and Letters, purely 
becauſe ſhe would not do what it was imfoſſible 
for her to do; and ſuch an Action may very 
Joſh be reſeuted by her; becauſe it betrays 
a Diftruſi of her Veracity and Conſtancy, 
a Thing ſearce fit to be borne by a Woman, 
and very rarely, I believe, if ever, to be 
found in a Man of true Honour aud Virtue. 
And whoſoever ſhall bring an Action 6 
this fort, will, I am perſuaded, be very ſoon 


convinced of the Imprudence of it, anleſs he 


ſtall 
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ſball prefer his Libel with the Conſent of his 
Miſtreſs, the only Caſe in which I can think 
it juſtiſiable. | 
Jt a Woman is unwilling to perform her Con- 
tract, fhe will ſome Way or other be influenced 
to qualify her Anſwers in ſuch a Manner as 
ball defeat the Action; ſhe will ſwear, that 
all was a Feſt, as my delicious Lady did, or 
deny all, or add ſome Condition which ſhall 
| fpoll the Contract; as a Feweſs ſwore, that 
ſhe promiſed her Couſin-German to marry him 
apon Condition that her Father would conſent 
to it, % ſhe was a Widow, and utterly inde- 
pendent of her Father as to her Fortune, and 
that a very plentiful one. | 
But if the unwilling Woman ſhould fear 
the whole Truth (which I think it is ten 
thouſand to one that ſhe will not) and a Man 
fhould obtain a Sentence in Favour of his Con- 
tract, he will, in my Opinion be no great 
Gainer thereby, becauſe the Law, if I miſtake 
| not, will not oblige her to marry him, but only 
| reſtrain them both from marrying elſewhere ſo 
| long as both ſhall live; and therefore it can, I 
think, at no Time be prudent for a Man to en- 
if ter into a Secret Contract, or to cite a Woman 
1 into Court for a Violation, or Non-performance 
| of a Secret Contract. The Man indeed who ſhall, 
| Is Caſe of a Violation of a Contract of the pre- 
= ſent Time, think fit to conceal his Injuries, Vi 


PREFACE. xv 
ht, in my Opinion, never to marry as long 
— wicked = falſe Woman ſhall live. n 

All that I have ſaid in relation to a falſe 
Woman, that I may not be thought partial to 
my own Sex, I would have extended to a baſe 
and falſe Man. 

How far the Gentleman who married Miſs 
Hudſon, and the Surrogate have ventured to 
oblige the Boyces, the following Caſe will 
ſhew; and 1 ſubmit it to the Publick, whe- 
ther in Gratitude and Tenderneſs to thoſe Gen- 
tlemen only, this Publication ought not to have 
been prevented, tho upon harder Terms than 
it might have been. 8 

If the impartial Reader, making Allowances 
for the Injuries and Afronts which have 
been heaped upon me, ſhall diſcover nothing 
in the following Apology unbecoming a Man of 
Honour, a Chriſtian, or a Clergyman, then a 
certain Gentleman may, perhaps, think he has 
acted over haſtily in enjoyning the Bookſellers in 
Oxford, neither to ſell, nor to be any way con- 
cerned in diſpoſing of it; and this not only 
before it was publiſhed, but alſo before it was 
advertiſed. Had this Reverend and Learned 
Gentleman thought fit to tell me that he would 
not ſuffer my Defence to be ſold in Oxford, 
when he refuſed to let me print it there, he 
would neither have laid me under the Neceſſity of 
* reprinting the Title-Sheet, nor have put him- 
elf to the Trouble of ſending his Commands to 

| the 


2 
2 
t 
2E 
y 
2 
I 
J= 
118 


— — —-— 
— rn cnn 
— = 


— — 
— — 


— — — 


3 — — 
— — 
1 * _ - wo — 
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the Bookſellers: Nay, had he by Line or Me 
ſage fignified to me, that he was reſolved not 
to ſuffer the Book to be ſold in Oxford, I 
would have ſubmitted without a Complaint. 
Ido not now think proper to expoſfiulate with 
this arbitrary Gentleman for his Treatment of 


me; but fince he has thought fit to be ſo indul- 
gent to the Boyces, I preſume he will be wil- 
ling io favcur them yet more; and that he may, 


54 
I defire him to explain the Fr Expreſ= 


be of any Service 


fron to them, and, if it wi 


. to him, he may alſo make his Advantage of it : 


perditiſſimi hominis eſt eum lædere qui 
non læſus eſſet, niſi credidiſſet. 


THE 


1 | 
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Contract Vulated - 


HASTY MARRIAGE. 


HE tender Regard that all Men of Ho- 
nour and Probity ever entertain for 
their Good=Names, and the warm Re- 

ſentments they expreſs upon any unjuſt Attack 
made upon them, will (I flatter myſelf) in- 
cline all ſuch to giye a candid Reception to 
the following Caſe, and readily to pardon the 
moſt injured Author, for expoſing to the 
World all he preſumes neceſſary to vindicate 
| himſelf from thoſe many undeſerved, and 
therefore unjuſt, Reflections, which have 
been caſt upon him, by reaſon of his addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to, and entring into a Contract 
of Marriage with, Mrs. Margaret Hudſon ; 
by a Sentence of the Right Worſhipful Dr. 
John Betteſworth, Dean of the Arches Court of 
Canterbury, lately pronounced to be the Wife 
of John Boyce Eſq; Son of Sir John Boyce, 
* Knight, of the City of Oxford. 


* Knighted at the laſt Coronation, as Mayor of Oxford. 
B 


On 


7 * 
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On the Second of November, 1729, my 
very good Wife died, and the next Eaſter I 
addreſſed myſelf to Miſs Hudſon, with which 
the then ſeemed very well pleaſed; but on 
the Tweaty-ninth of May following, meeting 
her accidentally in — Gngraany I paid my 
Reſpects to her; and obſerving her to look 
ſhy upon me, which ſhe had never done be- 
fore, I ſaid to her, © What's the matter with 
you? 1 want to ſpeak with you.” To which 
the replied ſcornfully, “ Speak with me!“ 
and turning her Back. upon me, went away. 
And from that Time to the Good- Friday fol- 
lowing, I never addreſſed myſelf to her di- 
realy or indirectly. | 

This I mention to ſhew, that a ſlight Ne- 
glect was ſufficient to free her from any Im- 
portunity from me; and alſo to give Light to 
the following Expreſſion in her Letter of June 
the 24th: Nay, when I thought you had left 
me, and tho I was exceedingly vexed with you, 
yet it did not laſt long, for my Love was ſtronger 
than my Auger. 

On Lady-Day, 1731, waiting at Eynſham 
to bury a Corpſe, I went to Mrs. Hall's; and, 
after the uſual Salutations, the following 
Dialogue paſſed between Mrs. Hall, Mits 
Haudſon, and me. | 

F. G. Well, Miſs, I ſuppoſe we ſhall ſoon 
have you married, now you are almoſt of 
Age. 

M. Hudſon. Of Age, Sir! I am not 1 
yet. | | J. G 


Or, The Haſty Marriage. 3 

J. G. But I am ſure you will be of Age 
on your next Birth-Day, unleſs Dr. Hall 
writes Lyes; for he ſaith, Dr. Hudſon died 
November the 27th, 1719, and left behind. 
him an only Daughter, Nine Tears old, very 
ingenious and yery pretty; and if I can 
count ſo far, twelye and nine make one and 
twenty. 


[Tandem anno 1719, die 25e Novembris, 
diutinum languorem, magno literarum 
damno, hydrope extint}us e Uxorem duxit 
Margaretam, filiam D. oberti Harriſonis 
Equitis Aurati; ex qua progenuit filiolam uni- 


cam itidem Margaretam, puellulam novem an- 


norum formd atq; indole eximiam. Dr. Hall's 
Preface to Dr. Hudſon's Joſephus: | 


M. Hall. Sure Dr. Hall could not write 
ſo, for ſhe is not Nineteen yet. 

J. G. Madam, I inſiſt upon it. 

M. Hudſon. Well, I can tell, for I have 
my Age down in my Pappa 8 Bible, in my 
Pappa's Hand. 

J. G. Come, to the Book, Miſs. And 
ſo we went all three into the Houſe (for be- 
fore we were walking in the Garden) and 
Miſs Hudſon taking down the Bible, pefuſed 
it, and offering it to me, ſaid, Look you 
« there, Sit!“ I immediately read as fol- 
loweth, Margaret, the Daughter of Jh 
Hodſon, D. D. was born at Two a Clock in 

B 2 | the 


4 The Co NT RACY Violated: 
the Afternoon, July (fo far in Words) the 
24th, 1712. (in Figures). This ſurprized 
me; and Miſs Hudſon, I ſuppoſe, obſerving 
it, ſaid again, Look you there, Sir!“ 
but upon a cloſer Obſeryation I ſaid, 
« Come hither, Miſs, here has been fout 
« Play; this Figure of 2, was originally a 
„ Cypher, and fo it agrees with Dr. Hall's 
« Account.” And the Alteration appear- 
ing very plain, Mifs Hudſon looked very 
earneſtly upon her Mother; whereupon Mrs. 
Hall took the Bible, and after ſhe had exa- 
mined it, ſaid, © She (meaning her Daugh- 
ter) © muſt have altered it herfelf:” To 
which Miſs Hudſon, with ſome Quickneſs, re- 
plied, © No, Mamma, indeed I did not al- 
« terit;” and upon that Anſwer Mrs. Hall 
ſeemed very much confounded. 

For theſe Reaſons, I was fully of Opinion, 
at the Time of the Contract, that Miſs Hud- 
ſon would be of Age the next Month; and, 
tho' I own her Baptiſm is regiſtered on Au- 
gu/ithe Second, 1711, Tam ſo ſtill. If it be 
asked, why ſhe was kept above a Year before 
ſhe was brought to Church? I will anſwer 
that Queſtion, when any Man will give me 
a Reaſon, why Dr. Hall, who was of Dr. 
Hudſon's intimate Acquaintance before Miſs 
Hudſon was born, and married his Widow 
after his Deceaſe, ſhould write, that ſhe was 
Nine Years old at her Father's Death, if he 
did not actually know her to be ſo? And 


alſo, 


| 


4 


* 

* 
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alſo, why Dr. Hudſon ſhould write that 
ſhe was born on the 24th of Fuly, 1710, 
which it is to be ſuppoſed he did ſoon after 
the was born, if ſhe was not really born on 
that Day? And I challenge Mrs. Boyce to 
produce the Bible, and then deny one Tittle 
of this Relation. 

And, to bring together all I think proper 
to ſay concerning Miſs Hudſon's Age, ſoon 
after I had, at her Requeſt, waited upon her 
upon the Fifth of May, I wrote to the Rey. 
Mr. Thomas Wilſon, Fellow of Baliol College 
in Oxford, to conſult the Regiſter; who im- 
mediately informed me, by a Letter which I 
lent to Miſs Hudſon, that ſhe was baptized 
Anguſt 2, 1710. Upon Mr.“ Whitehead's 
informing Mrs. Hall, that her Daughter was 
baptized Awguſ?, 1711, I went myſelf to 
Oxford, and, at my Requeſt, Mr. Wilſon 
again conſulted the Regiſter, and gave me a 
Certificate, under which I wrote, and ſent it to 
Miſs Hudſon, importing, that by the Regiſter 


of St. Peter's in Oxford it did appear, that 


Miſs Hudſon was baptized Auguſt the Second, 
1710; and that Letter Mrs. Boyce, or ſome of 
her Agents, have {till in their keeping. And 
when it was confidently reported that Miſs 
Hudſon, about the Time of her Marriage, was 
not Twenty Years old, Mr. Wilſon again 
conſulted the Regiſter, and finding his Miſ- 


a 


* See Let, IF» 
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take, informed me of it; and will now own, 
that it was only his Miſtake, whatever Re- 
flections may have been caſt upon me for it. 

On the Good-Friday following, between 
Morning and Evening Prayer, I went again 
to Mrs. Hall's, and Miſs Hud/on immediately 
ran to meet me, unlocked the Parlour Door, 


went before me into the Middle of the Room, 


and turning round, ſmiled upon me in a moſt 
inviting manner: Thus encouraged, I re- 
newed my Addreſſes, to which ſhe liſtened 
with great Pleaſure, till Mrs. Hall came to 
us; who alſo expreſſed a great Satisfaction at 
my Viſit; and all that paſſed, as I thought 
then, was very agreeable to us all. On 
Eafter-Day, in the Afternoon, I went again, 


and heard Miſs Hudſon ſing ſeveral Anthems 


to her Spinnet, Mrs. Hall being all the while 
preſent; and having then promiſed Mrs. 
Hall to procure her a Certificate, ſigned by 


the Church-wardens of Eynſham and myſelf, 


on Monday Morning I went again, and wrote 
it upon Miſs Hudſon's Knee, in the Preſence 
of her Mother. At Six in the Evening the 
next Day, as I had deſired her, Miſs Hud- 


ſon met me at the End of her Mother's 


Cloſe; I was on Horſeback, and thinking not 
fit to alight, becauſe there was a Boy near 
us, I ſtooped down to her, and then asked 
her to make me a Promiſe, which ſhe yery 
willingly did, with this Reſervation, viz. 
As. far as jt was in her Power. And that was 

the 
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the only Time I ever asked her to make me 4 
Promiſe or to engage herſelf to me. On Fri- 
day in the Eaſter Week I went again to Mrs. 
Hall's, and fearing I ſhould not have an * 
portunity to ſpeak with Miſs Hudſon, 
brought a Letter, and put it into her * 
Hand; in which I deſired her to meet me 
at my Orchard-Wall on Sunday Morning, 
which ſhe did, and then I put another Let- 
ter into her Hand; which are the two Let- 
ters pleaded in the ſecond Article of my Li- 
del. On the 5th of May I went to Eynſham, 
hoping to ſce or hear from her; and there I 
receĩ ved her firſt Letter, and forthwith wait- 
ed upon her: She received me with very great 
* Civility; and after I had paid my Reſpects 
to her, and thanked her for her kind Letter, 
the following Words paſſed between us. 

J. G. Dear Miſs! what had I done to 
deſerve the Slight you put upon me on the 
29th of May * And what was the Cauſe af 
it ? 


M. H. It was Jealouſy, dear Sir! 
G. Jealouſy ! I thought I had ſuffi- 
ciently guarded you againſt that. 
M. Il. It ſhall be fo no more. 
J. G. Well, then, I preſume you now 
deſign to make yourſelf mine. 
M. E. Yes; or I would not have ſent for 


you, 


* Sec Libel, Art. 3, and the Anſwers to it. 
B 4 Where- 
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Whereupon I immediately kneeled upon 
my Right Knee, and ſaid, Dear Miſs! I 
« here ſolemnly, in the Preſence of God, 
« engage myſelf to you: You ſhall not now 
engage yourſelf to me; you ſhall take 
your own Time for it.” And then ſhe 
took me up with both her Hands, and faid, 
« It is all one as if I had.” As ſoon as I 
roſe, I returned her Thanks for that kind De- 
claration, and ſaid, “ If you were to engage 
« yourſelf to me while you are under Age, 
« I do not know whether it would be of 


c any Force in Law.” But I did not then, 


nor any Time after that, deſire her to engage 
herſelf to me; nor did 1 ever expreſs or 1n- 
ſinuate to her, that whatever ſhe wrote or 
faid while ſhe was under Age, would ſignify 
nothing, or to to that Effect, as ſhe has ſince 
ſworn. Afterwards we entertained cach 
other for near two Hours with great Com- 
placency ; and befare I left her, I deſired her 
to * ſound her Mother, and to diſcover whe- 
ther ſhe would conſent that I ſhould marry 
her. 

From that Time ſhe ſought all Opportu- 
nities. to meet me, and actually met me 
three or four times; and the laſt time, againſt 

my Judgment, and unasked, in Eynſham Field, 
as ſeveral of the Inhabitants can teſtify, On 
the 12th of 1 received her ſecond Let- 


_—— 


„ See Libe! Art. 4. and Aug 
| ter, 
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ter, and in my Anſwer to it, I deſired to 
* reſign her, and to quit all my Pretenſions; 
which ſhe would not + ſuffer me to do. On 
Thurſday the 2oth, I went to Eynſham to vi- 
fit a fick Perſon, and ſaw Mrs. Hall and Miſs 
Hudſon in the Summer- Houſe towards the 
Street as I rode by; and ſoon after Jobn 
Pentycroſ3 came to me, and told me, that 
Miſs Hudſon had appointed to meet me at his 
Houſe between Eight and Nine in the Even- 
ing, where I waited for her till after Nine a 
Clock, and did not ſee her: But ſhe came 
over the Wall ſoon after I was gone, and ex- 
preſſed great Sorrow for haying diſap- 
pointed me, 

On the 29th of May, when I always of- 
ficiate at Eynſham, Pentycroſs delivered me 
her fifth Letter there ; and, according to her 
[| Requeſt in it, I waited upon her the next 
Tueſday Night, being the Firſt of une, and 
ſaid with her till Two in the Morning. Be- 
fore we parted, ſhe deſired to ſee me again 
as ſoon as might be; and on Thur/day Night, 
after I had been at Oxford and bought the 
Ring, I waited upon her again; and then ſhe 
tried the Ring, and not on the roth. I ftaid 
with her again till Two in the Morning, and 
we then agreed that I ſhould make my next 
Viſit the 10th of June, being Thurſday in the 
Whit/un-Week ; but being informed by Pen- 


* See Lib. Art. 6. and Anſ. f See Let. z. 
+ See Let. 4. Pent. Dep. 7. See Let. 5. 
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zycroſs, as ſoon as I parted from her, that 
the Watch would walk about the Town 
every Night that Week, I ſent her a Letter 
the next Day, in which I informed her of 
my ſafe and private Return home, and of 
the Danger of our being diſcovered, ſhould I 
wait upon her as we had agreed; and on the 
Monday following, I received her ſixth * Let- 
ter; which, being ſo very frank and affec- 
tionate, made me very deſirous of paying 
her my moſt grateful Acknowledgments for 
it in Perſon, as ſoon as ſafely I could. The 
next Day I ſent her Part of an Anſwer to it 
{being not able, as I thought, to croud a 
full and proper one into one Letter) and as 
ſoon as I delivered it to Pextycroſ5, I ordered 
him to meet me at Eynſbam Mill the next 
Thurſday, at Twelve a Clock, which he did; 
and then told me, that I might, without any 
Danger, wait upon Miſs Hudſon that Night, 
becauſe the Watch generally took up their 
Stand under the School-Houſe before our Time 
of meeting. Thereupon I gave him a Letter 
for her, in which I acquainted her, that J 
would wait upon her at Eleven; and at that 
Hour, or ſoon after, I was with her. 

After as kind a Reception and Entertain- 
ment as ſhe could give, or I deſire, ſhe ſaid to 
me, + © Dear Sir, you have engaged yourſelf 
< to me in the moſt honourable Manner that 


„ Sec Let. . + Ste Libel, Art. 10. 
ever 
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« ever Gentleman engaged himſelf to 
« his Miſtreſs, and I think 'tis time for 
&* me to engage myſelf to you:“ (This 
ſhe denies in her Anſwer, but had I been 
n_ my Oath, I would have ſworn 

To which I replied, « My Dear, tho' I 
« was reſolved neyer to preſs you to it, yet 
« you may aſſure yourſelf I ſhall accept of 
« jt with great Joy and Gratitude; and, if 
« you approve of it, I know no Method 
« more binding, or more ſacred, than the 
« Office of the Church, which I am ſure I 
« can repeat: (This I faid on purpoſe to 
caution her of the Conſequence of what we 
were going to do). To which ſhe replied, 
« With all my Heart.“ I then asked her, 
Whether there was any thing between Mr. 
Boyce and her? And ſhe anſwered me, © That 
& ſhe had had nothing to ſay to him for 
« aboye a Twelvemonth.“ Whereupon I faid 
to her, © Riſe then my Dear,” (for ſhe was 
then fitting upon my Right Knee in the 
Window, in her Mother's Parlour) which 
ſhe immediately did; and to contract ourſelves 
with as much Seriouſneſs and Solemnity as 
might be, I roſe too; and both ſtanding, we 
contracted ourſelves in the Manner ſet forth 
in the 11th Article of my Libel; and when 
we had done, I ſaid to her, cc Now, my 
© Dear, you are my Wife, as much as ever 
you can be, in the Preſence of God.” To 
which ſhe apPiyered, « Yes, 1 deſigned it ſo, 
© of 
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< or I would not have done it.“ And there- 
upon ſhe immediately threw both her Arms 
about my Neck, and preſſed my Face to 
her's for a conſiderable 'Time. And every 
Time I waited upon her afterwards (as I did 
on the 14th, the 18th, the 229, the 24th, 
and the 27th of June) as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, 
ſhe took me about the Neck with one or 
both her Arms, preſſed my Face to her's, 
and kiſſed me as long as her Breath would 
laſt, and then led me to a Seat, and general- 
ly to a wrought Elbow Chair; and as ſoon 
as I fate down, immediately, and unasked, 
ſhe fate in my Lap, and careſſed me with 
the utmoſt Earneſtneſs and Complacency ; 
which I did not then think ſhe would have 
done, had ſhe not really and ſeriouſly thought 
herſelf my Wife. 

And when Mrs. Boyce ſhall only conſider in 
what Manner Miſs Hadſon carefled me, re- 
newed and confirmed all her Vows and Pro- 
miſes near Midnight, on the 27th of June 
(the laſt Time I was with her) after ſhe had 
that Day publickly (not privately, as has 
been reported) in the Pariſh Church of Eyn- 

am, received the Bleſſed Sacrament from my 
Hands, ſhe may, perhaps, entertain a due 
Senſe of her Actions, and eſcape to a ſincere 
and deep Repentance; to bring her to which, 
is one Deſign in publiſhing this Account. 

On the 24th, after I had acquainted her that 


I ſhould go for London on the 29th, I offcred 
to 
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to make her another Viſit on the Monday fol- 
lowing; to which ſhe replied, © No, my dear 
% Love, I ſhall not be eaſy, ſhould you, af- 
« ter ſitting up the whole Night, begin your 
“Journey; and therefore pray let me ſee 
« you on Sunday, and then you will haye a 
« Night's Reſt before you ſet out. 

I was ever of Opinion, that to publiſh and 
brag of Womens Favours, how ſmall ſoever, 
argues an intolerable Pride and Baſeneſs of Spi- 
rit ;- but neyerthelefs, I doubt not but the 
moſt ſeyere Exacter of Honour, will pardon 
me for revealing thoſe I received from Miſs 
Hudſon; eſpecially when it ſhall be conſider- 
ed, that it was incumbent upon me to ſhew 
that ſhe was in Kameſt, and that ſhe had given 
me all imaginable Reaſons to think fo; and 
I preſumed, nothing would more clearly 
evince thoſe two Things, than the Careſſes 
here ſet forth. Her Marriage with another 
while ſhe * cggreſponded with me, and this 
without finding the leaſt Fault with, or de- 
murring to, any Word or Action of mine, is 
ſuch Treatment, as will, I preſume, war- 
rant my Behaviour in this Particular, and the 
ſevereſt Uſage ſhe can receive from me, that 
ſhall be conſiſtent with Truth. 

Knowing very well the Violence, and the 
Baſeneſs of Mrs, Hall, and being very appre- 
henſive of what ſhe might do during my 


* a 
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Stay in London, I thought it proper to caution 
Mils Hudſon againſt every Attempt that 
might be made upon her to my Prejudice, 
1 and her Infamy; and Igave her five Guineas 
_ (and offered her more) which ſhe accepted, 
| to ire a Chariot to bring her to me, ſhould 
her Mother, in my Abſence, force her from 
ik Eynſbam: And to put me out of all my Fears, 


ö in our laſt Converſation, ſhe promiſed me, if . 
i. poſſible, to get away from her Mother 4 
if while I was at London; and, if ſhe could not 4 
| avoid a Diſcovery of cur Love, that ſhe would E 
| actually declare to her Mother, and all her 
1 Relations, that ſhe was my Wife, in what 
1 Manner we were contracted, and that ſhe 1 
. would go no whither from Eynſbam but to ⁵ 
1 me, or by my Ad vice. N 4 
1 That I had received extraordinary Careſ- -Y 
F; ſes from her, will, I preſume, appear from 4 
[ her Letter of the 24th of June, herein ſhe 4 
lf owns, I had intreated her in my laſt not 10 1 
if! love me too well. J muſt certainly have had 1 
ſome Reaſon for that Requeſt; the firſt of 24 
tt; the ſort, I believe, that ever was offered by A 
4 a Gentleman who thought himfelf only a | 


i Lover, or anſwered in the ſame Manner by 
1 an ingenious Gentlewoman, who deemed her- 
{ll ſelf leſs than a Wife; and what could that be? 
But the Knowledge of our Contract, and the 
| moſt endearing Profeſſions and Actions (ſuch 


ti 
— 
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as are here ſet forth) conſequent upon it; ſuch 
as might well incline me to believe that her 


Life was wrapped up in mine. Anda generous 
and tender Regard for her Happineſs, was the 


ſole Cauſe of that uncommon Petition : I was 
indeed very deſirous, that even my Death, 
had it pleaſed God in his Mercy then to have 
put an End to my Days, ſhould have been 
very little or no Interruption to her Peace. 
And here I cannot but with great Horror 
reflect upon Mrs. Boyce's Vileneſs, and the 
Baſeneſs of thoſe in whoſe Power ſhe was, ifthey 
deluded or terrified her to it, in ſwearing, that 


* ſhe apprehended the Contract to be in * Feſt; 
# fince in the ſame Breath, in a manner, ſhe 


ſwears, what ſeems to me a manifeſt Contra- 
diction to that Part of her Oath, viz. That 
ſhe ſaid the Words Love, Honour and Obey 


ſhould be in; of which, ſure, there was no need, 


if ſhe apprended the Contract to be a Jeſt : 
But if ſhe was moſt ſeriouſly tn Earneſt (as 
ſhe moſt certainly was, or ſure ſhe would not 
have repeated all that ſhe had ſaid before, pure- 
ly to inſert thoſe Words) then indeed it was 
neceſſary, or at leaſt proper, that thoſe 
Words ſhould be in. 

If after ſo ſolemn an Engagement or Con- 
tract, every Werd and Circumſtance whereof 
Mrs. Boyce has confeſſed upon Oath ; if after 
a ſerious and deyout Invocation of the ador- 


— 
— 


® Lib. Art. 10, 11, 12, and Anſwers. 
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able Trinity, when it is manifeſt the fad 
Circumſtances ſhe had brought herſelf into, 
prompted her to ſwear that all was a Jeſt; 
and that in that Part of her Oath" ſhe 
{wore in her own Fayour, ſhe is to be be- 
lieved; there is an End of all F aith, and 
'T ruth, and Honour between Man and Wo- 
man. And ſhould any one, after the Peru- 
ſal of her ſubſequent Letters, be ſo credulous 
as to believe ſhe was in Jeſt, he muſt never- 
theleſs allow, that ſhe could have done no 
more than ſhe did to perſuade me, that ſhe 
was heartily and fincerely in earneſt. Had her 
Advocates and Proctor thought the Contract 
a Jeſt, they would hayealledged it to have been 
ſo, and prayed my Anſwer to that material 
Particular; which, ſince they did not, it is 
plain that even they thought the Contract was 
entered into ſeriouſly and in earneſt. And if 
there are z7wo Men living who can believe 
that Miſs Hud ſon was in Jeſt when ſhe enter- 
ed into the Contract, or for a conſiderable Time 
after it, I would gladly be informed, how 
any Man can ever be able to know when a 
Woman is in Earneſt. 
Though Mrs. Boyce denies, that Miſs Hud- 
on offered the Contract, and that I had cau- 
tioned her of the Nature of it, by telling her, 
that I knew nothing more binding, or more ſa- 
cred, than the Office of the Church, yet ſhe 
does not ſwear, that at the Time of the Con- 
tract I importuned, or ſo much as asked her 
| to 
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to engage herſelf to me; which, had it been 
true, ſhe would moſt certainly have done; 
and therefore I ſubmit it to all impartial 
Judges, whether that is not a filent Confeſ- 
tion that ſhe offered the Contract; for the firſt 
Propoſal of it muſt have come from one of us, 
and ſhedocs not ſuggeſt that it came from me. 
Since ſhe neither ſwears nor inſinuates that I 
allured or importuned her to the Contract, 
it is Plain I had no Deſign to lead or enſaare 
her into it, as was falſly and unmannerly 
luggeſted at the Trial by Dr. Paul, and by 
him alone, for which Reaſon, had I defired 
him to waſh his foul Mouth, I cannot think T 
ſhould have requeſted any thing of him unjuſt, 
uncivil, or impertinent. Beſides, Miſs Hud- 


ſon had me faſt before, and therefore could 


deſign nothing by the Contract but to bind 
herſelf; and, tho” ſhe ſwears that ſhe replied 
laughing (ſmiling I own) “ O Dear Sir! 
* how came you toleaye out thoſe Words? ” 
I can ſcarce think, that he who has the 
meaneſt Opinion of me can deem me fo ut- 
terly void of Senſe and Conſcience, as to 
ſuffer ſuch an Action to be done in a ludi- 
crous Manner, and to take that for a Con- 


tract, which I could not but have obſerved 
to have been a Jeſt, had it been ſo.” She 


feemed not only ſerious, but devout through 
the whole Performance, ſaving the Smile, and 


to fuch a Degree, that I much queſtion, 
Whether 


18 Te Co T RAC Violated: 


whether ſhe thought herſelf more in earneſt 
in Cowley Church, | 

Mrs. Boyce ſwears, that ſhe ſubſcribed her 
ſelf * Spouſe, at my Requeſt; was that true, 
it muſt be ſuppoſed that I had a particular 
Reaſon for that Requeſt, and ſhe for granting 
it it (for, whatſoever ſhe has made herſelf, God 
fil made her not a Fool) and what could that 
il be but our Contract? But the real Truth is, 


WW 


on the 14th of June I tenderly expoſtulated 
with her, becauſe ſhe had not ſigned herſelf 
ö my Spouſe in the Letter of the 12th, and in- | 
10 ſifted, that, ſince ſhe knew herſelf to be my 
| Spouſe, ſhe ought to write herſelf ſo; and 
lil how obedient ſhe was in that Particular, her 
ſubſequent Letters ſhew. | ; 
Though Miſs Hudſon had ſubſcribed herſelf : 
Wi Spouſe at my Requeſt, yet ſhe does not ſwear 
| or infinuate, that I deſired her to add to that, 
fl dutiful; or to confeſs, that ſhe owed Obedience 
| to my Commands; or, that ſhe was in Duty * 
| bound to behave * as became my dutiful 
|; Spouſe ; which Expreſſions are to be found in 
I her Letters of the 19th and 24th of June, 
11 and clearly ſhew, that at the Date of thoſe 
l Letters, ſhe really and ſeriouſly thought herſelf 
10 my Spouſe; and ſhe. could think ſo for no 
i | other Reaſon, but becauſe ſhe knew ſhe had 


1 laid herſelf under the moſt binding and ſa- 
| i * | * 
| * Sce Libel, Art. 13. Anſ. \ 
0 | cred 
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cred Engagements, and contracted herſelf to 
me in the moſt ſerious and ſolemn Manner. 


" Mrs. Boyce ſwears, that ſhe apprehended 


the Contract to be in jeſt, becauſe I had told 
her before (not at the Time of the Contract) 
that I could not marry her till ſhe was of Age 
(that I told her fo I own) and that whatever 
ſhe wrote or ſaid to me while ſhe was under 
Age would ſignify nothing; (this I deny): 
from which 1 obſerve, that her endeavouring 
to make me believe that ſhe was moſt ſeriouſly 
in earneſt in all that ſhe ſaid, did, and wrote, 
if ſhe was not really ſo, betrays ſuch an in- 
excuſable Falſeneſs, unparallelled Baſeneſs, 


and abandoned Perfidiouſneſs, as none but 


the vileſt and moſt abject Creatures upon 


Earth can be guilty of; and which even they, 


till convicted, will not own ; and then gene- 
rally not without Shame and Confuſion, and 
the univerſal Abhorrence of all Perſons of 


2 Probity, or Honour, or even common Ho- 
neſty. 


And now I ſolemnly profeſs, That I had 
never heard of the Diſtinction between a Con- 
tract of the preſent Time, and a Contract of 
the future; That I did not know it was poſ- 
{ible for Perſons to contract themſelves indil- - 


ſolubly in private; nor, That the Contract 
entered into by Miſs Hudſon and me was of 


any Force in Law, till at leaſt two Months 


A (according to my beſt Remembrance) after 


* Miſs Hudſon was married to Mr, Boyce. To 
2 2 prove 
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prove which, I offer, that I burnt the Letters 
which Miſs Hudſon had * returned me on the 
Thurſdayafter herMarriage; which would have 


been of great Service tome, both at Common- 


Law and in the Arches, had I then had any 
Thoughts of ſeeking Redreſs either Way. I 
own I was then under great Confuſion, and 
thinking every Letter a Reproach to me, not 
that there was one Expreſſion in them all, 
which I would not have truſted to the ſevereſi 
and moſt ſpiteful Examination, I therefore 
raſhly burnt them. Seven or eight of my 
laſt Letters, and thoſe not written with ſo 
much Care as thoſe I deſtroyed, are till in 


the Cuſtody of my Enemies; one of which 


they durſt not produce, whichtheir induſtrious, 
and, I hope, fruitleſs Endeavours to blacken 
me, readily would have prompted them to 
have done, had there been any Word or 
Expreſſion faulty, offenſive, or indecent, in 
any one of them, 

Though I knew not that the Contract was 


of any Force in Law, yet in Honour, in Con- 


ſcience, and in the Preſence of God, I thought 
it a moſt binding and ſacred Engagement, 
and deſigned it ſo; ſo ſacred and obligatory, 
that I had not the leaſt Fear, that any Threats 
or Deluſion could eyer have prevailed upon 
Miſs Hadſon to violate it: So fully did I de- 
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end upon her Faith and Honour, that (tho 
it was reported ſhe was married on the 29th, 
and a Maid-Servant of Sir John Boyce's told 
me ſo, with the utmoſt Confuſion, and the 
moſt manifeſt Signs of Guilt, at Barton, on the 


zoth) on the 31ſt of July I ſent Mrs. Fall 


the following Letter, by John Penticroſs. 


To Mrs. HAL I. 


Madam, 
HE Purity, the Honour, and the 
Earneſtneſs of that Affection, which 


is between my deareſt, my moſt valued 


Spouſe and me, and the vaſt Debt of Grati- 
tude I owe your incomparable Daughter, 
conſtrain me to acquaint you, That if you do 
not ſpeedily bring us together, you will, at 
leaſt, hazard the Life of both. Mine is, at 
preſent, dubious, for I can neither eat nor 
ſleep; and, ſhould I die, I think ſhe could 
not live; I am ſure ſhe would not * chooſe 
it. And therefore I exhort, and, as your 
Spiritual Governor, I might command, you 
to weigh well how you will be able to appear 
at the Great Judgment, attended by two ſuch 
Trophies. For the Sincerity and Honour of 


my Affection, I appeal to the great Searcher * 


of Hearts, and to my Dear; and to convince 


m See Let. 9. 
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you of hers, I ſend you ſome of thoſe graci- 
ous Expreſſions I have been fayoured with in 
her Letters; and thoſe I adjure you to com- 


municate to no Body but the dear Delight of 


my Soul. The Date of each Letter you will 
have after each Expreſſion. 


[ The Expreſſions T ſent to Mrs. Hall are * 


Italic in her 2d, zd, 4b, 5th, 6th 
and Sth Letters. | | 
Theſe are ſome of thoſe gracious Expreſ- 
fions I have becn favoured with from my 
moſt revered Angel; and, tho' I have many 
more, yet, if your Heart is not relentleſs as a 
Rock, theſe muſt move you: However, the 
communicating of them is the laſt Struggle 
of an honourable and grateful Soul to ſaye 
two Lives. Madam, have a care how you 
incur the heavy Guilt of innocent Blood. I 
wiſh that pathetical Lamentation of Holy Da- 
vid for Saul and Jonathan, may not be ap- 
plyed to my Deareſt and me, They were lovely 
and ſeveet in their Lives, and in their Death 


4, N * 5 8 
r 


they were not divided. For my own Part, ? 


you have uſed me ſo * unjuſtly, and ſo cru- 
clly, that I would not owe even my Life to 
you, were it not for her Sake, to whom, I 
know, and you may now lee, 'tis much more 
dear, than to myſelf. 


* 


* Sec Let. 5. a 
I 1ntreat, 
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I intreat, I conjure you to preſent my moſt 
affectionate Reſpetts to the only Object I ſhall 
ever value in this World; and tell her, that 
all that Clamour, which your Management 
with Meſſieurs Boyce, Bunce and Waſtie, has 
brought upon her, has not raiſed one diſloy- 
al or ſuſpicious Thought of her in my Soul ; 
tell her, I know her honourable, good and 
faithful; and that I will ſooner disbelieve all 
my Senſes, than believe ſhe cah be falſe. 

Youſee, Madam, that I am farther indebted 
to my Love than Words can well expreſs ; 
and that a whole Life of the ſincereſt Tender- 
neſs, the moſt humble Gratitude, and the 
moſt exalted Reſpect, will not diſcharge thoſe 
Obligations I owe my lovely Charmer: And 
therefore you will excuſe me for being very 
importunate with you, not only to take Pity 
on her, but to forbear all harſh Treatment, 
and harſh Expreſſions, and to reſtore her to 
that Freedom, that Peace, and that Tranquil- 
lity which ſhe ſo richly deſerves; and to de- 

rive her of any one of them would, I own, 
in me be Rebellion againſt God; and, I think, 
it is not much leſs heinous in you. 

Though my Deareſt's * Declaration to 
you, That ſhe was inſeparably engaged to 
me, and my own honeſt Intention, with my 
earneſt Deſires for her Happineſs, will well 


See Let. 16. ; ? 
C4 excuſe 


- 
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excuſe me for truſting her affectionate and 


engaging Expreſſions to your Eye; pray tell 


her, I ask her Pardon for it. 

Methinks, my innocent Dove and I are 
treated like two Felons, kept aſunder, and 
ſeparately examined, to extort ſomething out 
of us to our Prejudice, to the taking away of 
both our Lives; and therefore, I conjure 

you, Madam, to uſe no Double Dealing, to 
Yell her nothihg that I have not ſaid, to preſs 
nothing upon her that is not ſtrictly true, and 
to ſhew her this; not that I have the leaſt 


Fear that any Arts can lodge one diſloyal 


Thought of me in her pious and heavenly 
Mind. 
And now, Madam, I can only commend 
my Deareſt to the Divine Mercy, and intreat 
my gractous heavenly Father to direct you to 
make her happy, whatever becomes of me. 
I chearfully ſubmit myſelf to God's gracious 
Providence, which has hitherto watched over 
me for Good, and in his Preſence declare to 
you, that you have made me the moſt diſcon- 
ſolate Man living. I am, 

MAD AM, 
Mitney, Tour moſt humble Servant, 


Fuly 31, 1731. IJ. GoorF. 


J have kept a Copy of this to prevent 
Miſtakes, ſhould any ariſe, and that no 
Injurious Uſe may be made of it. 


7 
: of? 
N 
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I hope the candid Reader will excuſe all 
the Faults he ſhall obſerve in this Letter, by 
reaſon of the almoſt inexpreſſible Concern I 
was then under; not ſo much on my own, 
as Miſs Hudſon's Account, who, I thought, 
was then confined, and ſuffering all the In- 
ſults of a vile, furious, and unnatural Mo- 
ther, for my Sake. 
Io ſuch a Height had Miſs Hudſon reuſed 
my Opinion of her Sincerity, and Confidence 
in her Honour and Veracity (which, I believe, 
no one will think ſhe could have done by a 
Jeſt) that though her Mother ordered the 
Bells to ring for her Marriage with Mr. Boyce 
the Sunday Morning following, to welcome 
me at my coming to Eynſham; and tho' I 
was told, that one Wilkins a Carpenter, 
then at Eynſbam, had affirmed, that he was in 
Cowley Church while ſhe was married (as he 
really was) I would give no Credit to it ; but 
anſwered, © If Mrs. Hall, and every one that 
<« {aid ſhe was married, would ſwear ſhe was, 
* I would give no Credit to them.” And 
the Twe/day following, when Mr. Allen, of 
whoſe Honour and Veracity I had then a 
great Opinion, had thrice affirmed, that he 
had married her, I would not believe him. I 
was indeed very glad, that ſhe had voluntarily, 
in ſo ſacred a Manner, engaged herſelf to me, 
but ſhe had before given me ſo many Aſſu- 
rances of the moſt earneſt, ſincere, and diſin, 
tereſted Affection, and in Methods ſo ſeem- 


ingly 
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ingly void of all Guile and Deceit, that I ſo- 
lemnly declare my Confidence in her was but 
very little heighten'd by the Contract. 4 
And here I think proper to take Notice of 

the following Objection, made by Dr. Paul 


at the Trial, viz. That I ought to have be- 1 
ſtirred myſelf after Miſs Hudſon had inform- 3 


ed me, on the 15th of July, that Mrs. Hal!“ 
had made a * Bargain for her with Sir John © 
Boyce. To which I anſwer, That had I then 


done any thing to prevent what I never 1 


dreamt of, nor ſuſpected, nor thought ſo much 
as poſſible, Miſs Hudſon might very juſtly 
have complained of ſuch Treatment, and! 
ſhould have been condemned by her, and al! 


Gentlewomen in general, and by myſelf too. 


The Letters ſhe ſent me after that Time, and 
the Aſſurances ſhe gave me in them, would 
not give me leave to ſuſpect her Conſtancy ; 
nay farther, I ſolemnly profeſs, that I hal 
not the leaſt Diſtruſt of her, till Mr. Allen 
had, with ſome Warmth, the fourth time aſ-= 
ſured me, that he had married her. But I 
will do Dr. Paul the Juſtice to confeſs, that 
I think he ſpoke this with Sincerity, and that 
he, had he been in my Place, would have 
done what he blamed me for having omitted. 

Should it be urged farther, That I ought 
to have put in my Claim as ſoon as I hadrecety'd 
her laſt Letter, at leaſt as ſoon as J heard ſhe 


was 
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Vas gone to Oxford; I reply, I was very 


ſenſible, as ſoon as I had read that Letter, 
that it was dictated by her Mothgr, becauſe 
ſhe ſent for John Penticroſs to her Mother's 
Houſe, and there delivered it to him, as well 
as from the Difference of the Stile and Ad- 
dreſs : But when he received that Letter from 
her, he delivered her three from me, one of 
the 23d, in Anſwer to hers of the fame Date; 
one of the 24th, occaſioned by Mrs. Hall's 

refuſing to let me ſpeak with Miſs Hudſon on 
that Day, tho' in other Reſpects ſhe was 
pretty civil; and another of the 25th of Fuly, 

and at the ſame time this Meſlage, © M 

« Maſter ſends you his moſt humble Reſpects, 


« and deſires you to be e caſy, and all will be 7 


« well.” To which ſhe immediately replied, 

« Give my dear Reſpects to my Spouſe, bid 
« him be eaſy, and I will be ſo; and then 
told him, that ſhe ſhould go to Oxford on the 


Morrow, and not return till Thur/day, and 


bade him attend her all that Day, either to 
bring * her, or farther Inſtructions to me. 
By which it appears, that ſhe continued her 
Correſpondence with metill after the Time of 
her Marriage with Mr. Boyce, and therefore 
I could not in Honour ſtir till the Time fix- 
ed for her coming to Penticroſs was out, If 
I had, I ſhould have drawn upon me the Re- 


* See Pent, Dep. 10. Lib. Art. 24. and Anſ. 
| ſentments 
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ſentments of all Gentlewomen; they might, 
and doubtleſs would, have faid, © To doubt 
c her after ſuch Promiſes, would have ſhew- 
« ed the worſt Ingratitude; to have diſ- 
« truſted her, would have betrayed the 
4 baſeſt Infidelity ; ” and, which would have 
been more grievous to me, I muſt myſelf 
have allowed the Juſtice of thoſe Accuſ- — 

That Miſs Hudſon fell in Love with me 
appears from her Letters of the 7th and 
24th of June, and therefore there could be 
no Guile in me before the Beginning of her 
AfeFFion ; and how far ſhe was beguiled by 
me afcerwards, let the following Particulars 
Mew; the Truth of which, I hope, Mrs. 
Boyce i is not ſo hardened as to deny. 

That I promiſed to make her a moſt en- 
dearing and tender Husband, and to treat 
her with the utmoſt Gratitude and Reſpect; 
and that I made theſe Promiſes as in the Pre- 
ſence of God, and ſtill think myſelf account- 
able to him for the Sincerity of them, I rea- 
dily own. But I never pretended, that my 
Fortune or Perſon deſerved hers; nor did I 
leſſen my Age to her one Day; no, not 
after I had objected to our Difference in Years: 
I promiſed to ſettle her whole Fortune upon 
her, as ſhe ſhould * direct, and to cloath her 
very genteely for her Wedding. I never 


See Let. 2 
mag- 


Or, The Haſty Marriage. 129 


magnified my Income to her (as may in ſome 
Meaſure appear from the Concluſion of her 
third Letter) nor promiſed her ſo much as I 
would inſtantly have performed. 

It may be objected here, that I knew * 
Mrs. Hall would never conſent that I ſhould 
marry her Daughter; and, perhaps farther, 
that my offering thereupon to reign her, and 
to quit all my Pretenſions, was not ſufficient z 
but that a Man of Honour and Probity, and 
| more eſpecially, as Vicar of Eynſham, ought 
inſtantly to have broke with Miſs Hudſon, 
notwithſtanding any Importunity from her 
to the contrary ; and to have adviſed her 
never to think of marrying me, or any other 


1 Man, without her Mother's Conſent. 


I will not plead in Alleviation of this 
Omiſſion, if it was an Omiſſion, that the 
Agrceableneſs of Miſs Hudſon's Perſon, the 
Sweetneſs of her Temper, the Brightneſs of 
her Parts, the ſeemingly undiſguiſed Earneſt- 


XZ neſs of her Love, and the devout Sincerity 


and Intenſeneſs of my own, were what, per- 
haps, very few could have reſiſted: But I 
inſiſt, that ſhe could have been no Sufferer 
in her Fortune by her Mother's Diſpleaſure: 
That I did not deſign to marry her till ſhe 
ſhould be of Age: That I knew I ſhould 
bring her to a better and more reputable Way 


„« — 3 


See Let. 2. Lib. Art. 5: and Anſ. 
of 
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of Living than ſhe had ever been acquainted 
with under her Mother. 'That upon her 
ſad Complaints (for which I knew ſhe had 
abundant Reaſon) I was very deſirous of de- 
livering her from the hard Servitude I knew 
ſhe was then under: That I was then con- 
vinced Mrs. Hall would never have conſented 
to her marrying any one, who would not 
have ſubmitted to diſhonourable Terms for 
her * own, not her Daughter's, Advantage : 

That I thought it great Pity ſo fine a Wo- 
man (I muſt own I had then very high 
Ideas of her Worth) ſhould be thrown away 
upon a Man who could be guilty of ſo mean 
a Compliance (did not Mrs. Hall expect to 
find ſuch a Perſon in Mr. Boyce? ) and that 
Miſs Hudſon had given me ſuch Accounts of 
her Mother's Behaviour towards her, as ful- 
ly ſatisfied me, that ſhe had never laid one 
endearing Obligation upon her. And if theſe 
Particulars will not excuſe me for complying 
with Miſs Hudſon's Deſires, I muſt bear the 
Blame of it. And when thoſe good Ladies, 
who have inſinuated, that I was very much 
to blame to beguile a Girl, have ſeen this, 
they may, perhaps, notwithſtanding their 
Partiality to their own Sex, allow that I did 
not beguile, but rather, that I was beguiled by, 
Miſs Hud/on ; as one of them, I believe, has 


* See Sir F. B's Anſ. to Tee; 10. 
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been told; by whom, and upon what Oc- 
caſion, ſhe will remember. 

Had the Sentence in the Court of Arches 
been otherwiſe, to extenuate Miſs Hudſon's 
Guilt, I ſhould have publiſhed a full and juſt 
Character of Mrs. Hall; but now, leaving 
that Task to Mr. Boyce, I ſhall only ſet forth 
a few Particulars, which I think abſolutely 
neceſſary to my own Vindication. 

Soon after her Marriage with Dr. Hull, her 
own Brother, the Rev. Mr. Harriſon (as 
Guardian to Miſs Hudſon called upon her 
for an Inventory of Dr. Hudſon's Perſonal 
Eſtate; which ſhe refuſing, he endeavoured 
to compel her to it by Law, and proceeded, 
till ſhe was order'd to be committed by the 
Court of Chancery; whereupon ſhe fled, and 
ſecreted herſelf, till Miſs Zud/on came of Age 
to chooſe her Guardian; and thereby, not only 
defeated Mr. Harriſon's kind Intentions to 
his Niece, but threw great Part of the Law 
Charges upon him: Of which, as I was told 
by Mr. Taylor of Moodſtock, ſoon after Miſs 
Hudſon's Marriage, he then complained ; and 
had I married her, he ſhould have been 
punctually repaid. The Expences of which 
Conteſt were, as I have been informed, yery 
conſiderable on both Sides. | 

The Houſe ſhe lived in at Eynſham lay her 
in 250/. more than Mr. Boyce has offer'd to ſell 
it for; ſhe gave 2007. too much for her laſt 
Purchaſe, and aboye 1004, too much for other 


Purchaſes 


1 
1 
'F 
| 
| 6 


. . — CRC AS 0 
r . 


_ _ N > 
- ——— —L—- — 


- — - — = 
_ ey —— 2 = 


3 CZE IRONS ̃ — ! ICICI ‚ — Ln 


— roar — 
— — 4 4 


P; 

i 

* 

* 
+» 
1 

is 1 
þ „ 
1 
=: 
19 
Wh 
' : 
T9 
3 
1 
= 
"= 
"=, 
W 
FI 
1 
** 
* 
, 
1 
f 
io 
; 
i 
. 
i 
' j 
if | 
« 
1 * 

4 
q 

#8 
f | 
| 4 


22 The CONTRACT Violated : 


Purchaſes ſhe made at Eynſbam. She loſt by 


two Perſons (whom I could name) about 
the ſame time, 100 J. And when the Coſts 
of Suit with Mr. Harriſon, and the Sums 
above-mentioned are laid together, and it is 
conſidered, that Dr.“ Hudſon left her nothing 
but his Plate, and that ſhe was a Loſer by 
Dr. Hall, as is commonly reported, I belieye 
I may venture to ſay, ſhe died indebted to 
her Daughter near 600 J.; at leaſt theſe Par- 
ticulars will ſnew, that Miſs Hudſon could 
have been no Sufferer in her Fortune by her 


Mother's Diſpleaſure. A Copy of her Fa- 


ther's Will I ſent her, and fully ſatisfied her 
in this Particular, fo that ſhe has nothing to 
lead in her Excuſe on this Score. | 

On the 15th of September, 1731, and not 
before, Mr. and Mrs. Boyce were ſerved with 
a Copy of a Writ in my Name, and in a 
civil Manner, by my Attorney, and not by a 
common Bailiff, At that Time Mrs. Hall was 
out of Order, and therefore not acquainted 
with it. On the Friday following Mrs. Scott 
came to her; and on the Saturday ſhe 
was diſordered in her Senſes, ran to C 


fington, a Mile from Eynſham, and there 


ſpake very many Things in my Praiſe, and 
would not endure any one to ſpeak ill of me. 
She was, as ſoon as could be, brought back 
to Eynſbam; and, as Mrs. Bartholomew in- 


* — 


* Sce his Will, App. 4. 
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formed me, defired to ſee me, and declared, 
She would not go to Bed till ſhe had ſeen Mr. 
Goole; upon which Mrs. Bartholomew deſired 
Mrs. Scott to ſend for me, but Mrs. Scott, 
for what Reaſons ſhe knows beſt, would not 
ſuffer it. A Phyſician was ſent for, and ſhe 
was let Blood, but not bliſtered. On Monday 
Morning Nurſes were brought from Oxford, 
who immediately bound her in her Bed (by 
Sir John Boyce's Orders, I ſuppoſe, for, I 
preſume, no Man who pretends to be a Phy- 
ſician, will own or juſtify ſuch Advice.) On 
Tueſday or Wedneſday Morning another Phy- 
fictan was ſent for, who complained of bind- 
ing her, and forthwith ordered her to be let 
looſe; but then it was too late, and ſoon af- 
ter ſhe died. 

In what a careleſs Manner ſhe was buried, 
how eaſily her di/aſtrous Death was borne, 
and what Joy appeared upon it, are Particu- 
lars ſo well known, that they need not be 
ſet forth by me. T 
Sir John Boyce ſaid to Mr. Leake, my At- 
torney, when he paid him the Coſts of the 
Suit at Common Law, Tell him, meaning 
me, and bid him conſider, that he has been 
the Death of her Mother, meaning Mrs. all. 
Mrs. Bartholomew indeed, and others, in- 
formed me, that ſhe frequently ſaid, Mr. 
Goole is a Man of Honour; I have wronged 
Mr. Goole, &c. And for theſe Reaſons, tho' 
he could remember nothing of them upon his 
D Exami- 
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Examination, I ſuppoſe Sir John would have 
it believed, that I was the Cauſe of Mrs. 
Hall's Death : This I can by no Means allow; 
and the true Cauſe of it will, I verily believe, 
ſoon appear. 

It is not indeed poſſible but ſhe might 
have ſome Concern upon her, for having 
wronged me by * abuſive Language, and by 
marrying her Daughter to Mr. Boyce; but 
Sir John Boyce had demanded Miſs Hudſon's 


Fortune of Mrs. Hall, and the Gold Watch | 


given her by her firſt Hushand ; and no legal 
and valid Settlement of Miſs Hudſor s For- 
tune having been made before her Marriage, 
Mrs. Hall, knowing herſelf unable to balance 
Accounts with her Daughter, then ſaw ſhe 
was entirely in Sir Fohn Boyce his Power ; 
and the juſt Apprehenſions of what Treat- 
ment ſhe might expect from him, were, I 
am perſuaded, the Cauſe of her Diſorder, 
and, by ill Management, of her Death ; 
which, had due Care been taken at firſt, I 
am ſatisfied might have been prevented. 
She was, in my Opinion, utterly thrown 
away. 

I take it for granted, that Sir John Boyce, 
&c. will not approve of the Reaſon here aſ- 
ſigned by me for Mrs. Hall's Diſorder ; if 


— 
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not, let him give a better, provided it be the 
true one. 

He has ſworn, that ſhe died raving Mad; 
and if he will have it, that the Marriage of 
her Daughter, and the Conſequences of it, 
were the Cauſe of her Madneſs, be it ſo; 
but then let him conſider, that the ſame ; 
and unerring Hand that ſo ſoon arreſted her, 
may, he knows not how ſoon, alſo ſeize 
him. 

And this, in my Opinion, he has greater 
Reaſon to apprehend than ſhe had; becauſe, 
beſides confederating with Mrs. Hall to rob 
me of her, who, I believe every Body will 
allow, ought to have been my Wife, and all 
the Expences, Trouble and Vexation Miſs 
Hudſon's Marriage has cauſed me; he has 
{worn ſuch Things as may perhaps give 
him fome Concern, What he has ſworn 
will hereafter be fully ſet forth, which 
when the impartial Reader ſhall have ſeen, 
he will, I doubt not, allow that I have ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon for what is ſuggeſted in this 
Paragraph. 

To let Mrs. Boyce and the World ſee what 
Hands ſhe is fallen into, and in what Manner 
I behaved towards her, eyen upon my 
Diſappointment : As ſoon as Mr. Allen had 
convinced me, that he had married Miſs 
Hudſon to Mr. Boyce, I ſhewed him every 
one of her Letters, the Shoe and Stocking 
that ſhe had made me a Preſent of, the Mea- 

D 2 ſures 
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ſures for Petticoats, the Meaſures for Aprons 
which ſhe had ſent me, and almoſt all the 
Things that I had bought for her, and bad 
him tell Sir John Boyce of all: And, as he has 
ſince informed me, he ſoon did ſo. 

This I did, that he might have paid me 
what I had been out of Pocket on Miſs Hud- 

ſon's Account, with which I would then have 
been well contented. 

And that he may not pretend I was too 
haſty, and gave him not Time to make me a 
Tender, I did not bring my Action at Com- 
mon Law till the Time above- mentioned, 
full fix Weeks after the Marriage. 

I do not know what Sir John Boyce may 
think of his omitting this, and loſing that fa- 
vourable Opportunity ; but I am of Opinion, 
that if he had had any Regard to Juſtice, to 
his own, his Son's, or Daughter's Reputation 
or Peace, or indeed to any Thing but Money, 
he ought inſtantly to have made me, and 
gladly too, an honourable Amends, 

Indeed the Chrifimas following, when I 
ask'd Mr. Allen, why the Knight had not im- 
mediately made me Satisfaction? he told me, 
it had been done, but Mrs. Hall would not ſuf- 
fer it. The Truth whereof, tho' I doubt not 
but he then ſpoke as he thought, I cannot 
allow, becauſe the Knight, inſtead of offering 
me any Satisfaction, only defy'd and provok'd 
me after Mrs. Hall's Deceaſe. He may re- 

| "= member 
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member his mean and unmannerly Expreſ- 
fion about the Button of his Breeches. 

About the Middle of October 1731, the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Snell, Vicar of Bampton, 
my Neighbour and my Friend, at the Re- 
queſt of Sir John Boyce, came directly from 
him to intercede with me on the Behalf of 
Mr. Boyce. Soon after Mr. Snell came to me 
again, and on the 2oth I wrote a Letter to 
him, which has ſince been exhibited and 
proved againſt me, at leaſt a Copy of it, in 
Violation of Truth, Juſtice and Honour: 
And when Mr. Snell came to me the third time, 
to mend the Propoſals contained in my Let- 
ter, I conſented to ſeal up Miſs Hudſon's Let- 
ters with my own; and to put them into Mr. 
Snell's Hands, never to be ſeen more, unleſs I 
could prove to him, and to his Satisfaction, 
that Sir John, Mr. or Mrs. Boyce, had raiſed 
ſome 1njurious Report of me. 

It has indeed been ſince alledged in the 
Cauſe that Sir John and his Son thought the 
Terms propoſed by me very unreaſonable ; 
but notwithſtanding, I am of Opinion (and 
if they are not of the ſame too I am much 
miſtaken and miſinformed) that nothing but 
an utter want of Senſe, as well as a Diſregard 
to Juſtice, could have prompted them to force 
200/. upon me, without having ſo much as 
a Receipt from me, or any, unleſs a ſenſe- 
leſs Expectation of an Accommodation of 
the Matters in Diſpute; ſince in my Letter 

D 3 to 


yz 


38 The CONTRACT Violated: 


to Mr. Snell 1 inſiſted, that no Advantage 
ſhould be taken of my calling Miſs Hudſon 
Mrs. Boyce ; and that a Decree in the Arches 
would be a Vindication of my moſt injured 
Reputation. | 

It has been often ſaid, that Mr, Snell ought 
not to have truſted Sir. John Boyce with my 
Letter, for fear of his taking a Copy, and 
making uſe of it to my Prejudice; and I have 
reaſon to wiſh he had not; but I am fully 
perſuaded, that Mr. Snell did not at that time 
think the Knight capable of fo baſe an Action; 
and the warm Reſentments that he has ex- 
preſſed to the Knight and me for that Baſe- 
neſs, and for making him a Witneſs, is, I 
think, ſufficient to vindicate Mr. Suell's Ho- 
nour; at leaſt, ſince I, who am the only 
Sufferer by that miſplaced Confidence of Mr. 
Snell, quit him of all Blame, no one elſe 
ought to ſuſpect him for any Ill ; and would 
Mr. Snell have favoured me with Sir John 
Boyce's Letter to him, and his own Anſwer 
(and why he would not, I own, I cannot ſee) 
thoſe Letters would have been not only a full 
Vindication of Mr. Snell, but alſo a full Proc 
of the Knight's Baſeneſs, ſince he owned to 
Mr. Snell, that he had made uſe of him to 
betray his Friend; and Mr. Snell replied, that 
he had acted vi/laznoufly in ſo doing. Ex- 
preſſions of this Import I affirm that I have 
ſeen in the Letters that paſſed between Mr. 
Snell and the Knight. | 


I own 


Or, The Haſty Marriage. 39 
I own I had ſeen Swinburne's Spouſals be- 
fore I made any Propoſals to Mr. Snell; and 
had Sir John immediately conſented to every 
thing, I would not have given Miſs Hudſon 
a Releaſe till I had prayed the Advice and 
Direction of my honoured Dioceſan, the Right 


Rev. Father in God John Lord Biſhop of 


Oxford, by whom I would have been guided 


in the Affair. That I doubted is manifeſt, 


from my telling Mr. Snell ſoon after, that 
« I feared I was * obliged to part Mr. Boyce 
« and Miſs Hud/oz. : 
About the Middle of December 1731, I 
waited upon the Worſhipful Dr. Henry Brooke, 
Fellow of A//-Souls College, in, and Official 
to the Rev. Arch-deacon of, Oxford; and 
told him the whole Caſe of the Contract be- 
tween Miſs Hudſon and me, as ſtated in the 
11th Article of my Libel; and he then told 
me, he thought I could not give her a Re- 
leaſe, but that he would conſider farther of it. 
Soon after Mr. Boyce, having heard of my ad- 
viſing with Dr. Brooke, alſo waited upon him, 
and offered him a Fee, which he refuſed, and 


„ ſaid, © I have taken no Fee of Mr. Goole, 


&© neither will I of you, Mr. Boyce; I do not 


4 like your Caſe, and have told Mr. Gook, 


and now tell you, that I am of Opinion he 
has it not in his Power to give Miſs Hud- 


— 


2 See Mr. Snell Anſ. to Int. 6. 
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« ſon, ſuch a Releaſe as will make her Mar- 
« rjiage with you legal and valid: But the 
« Caſe is Nice, and I would have neither of 
« you depend upon my Opinion only, and 
therefore I adviſe you to get the Opinions 
« of Dr. Henchman and Dr. Strahan upon a 
&« fair State of the Caſe, and if they diſagree 
« with me, I will give up my own Opinion.” 
And then he dictated to Mr. Boyce the fol- 
lowing State and Queries. | 


A. B. Single Woman, aged Nineteen and 
upwards, without Conſent of Friends, enters 
into an abſolute Contract de preſent; | of the 
preſent Time] of Marriage with C. D. Af- 
ter ſuch Contract A. B. de facto ¶ actually] 
marries E. F. | 

1. O. Is it in the Power of C. D. to give 
A. B. ſuch a Releaſe from the Contract afore- 
ſaid, as will make her Marriage with E. F. 
legal and valid? 

2. 9. If ſuch a Releaſe may by Law be 
given by C. D. would it not be proper for 


A. B. and E. F. to fblemnize Matrimony 
over again 2 


* 


This State and Queries Mr. Boyce wrote in 
the Preſence of Dr. Brooke in the Beginning 
of January following, and ſent them to Doc- 
tors-Commons with all Expedition, by his 
Friend the Rev. Mr. John Weſley, Fellow of 
Lincoln College in Oxford, who, on or about 
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the 1 3th of the ſame Month, brought with him 
the Opinions of Dr. Strahan and Dr. Paul (Dr. 
Henchman being then out of Town) which 
Mr. Boyce communicated to me at Dr. Brooke's 
Chamber on the 1 5th; and as ſoon as I had 
ſeen them, I applied to Dr. Brooke, before 
Mr. Boyce, for Letters of Requeſt to begin my 
Cauſe in the Arches; and they paſſed the 
Seal of his Office that very Night. 

I asked Mr. Boyce, at Dr. Brooke's Cham- 
ber, before him and Mr. Weſley, Why he had 
not married Miſs Hudſon when he went after 
her to Bath the Year before? And his An- 
ſwer was, Mrs. Hall would not then hear 
« of it; and that he had had nothing to 
« ſay to her for 16 Months before the 
« 24th of Fuly 1731.” And when I told 
him, he muſt haye heard of my courting 
Miſs Hudſon; he owned he had, but ſaid, 
« He thought ſhe was as free for him as 
« me:” And when I urged to him the in- 
decent Haſte that was made in prevailing 
upon, or forcing her, to marry him, and that 
that was ſufficient Reaſon for him to have 
ſuſpected that there was ſome ſecret Cauſe 
of it; he ſaid, He did not know that ſhe 
had gone ſo far with me; and that if he 
„ had, he would not have married her.” 
To which I replied, © You can now pretend 
* no Ignorance; you have had the Opinions 
of the beſt Lawyers, upon a Caſe con- 
* ſented to by yourſelf; and you ſee that 
“your 
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4 your living with Miſs Fudſon any longer, 
« will be a high and wilful Offence, and 
ct therefore inſtantly part with her.” And I 
own, from the Character Mr. Allen had gi- 
ven me of him, and from his Behaviour be- 
fore me and to me at Dr. Brooke's Chamber, 
(for I had never ſeen him but once, and neyer 
ſpoke to him, or been in Company with him, 
before) I believed he went from me reſolved 
neyer to touch her more, till it ſhould be 
determined whether ſhe was his, or my Wife. 
If I erred in entertaining fo fayourable an 
Opinion of Mr. Boyce, let him declare fo; if 
I was right, let him ſhew by whoſe Advice he 
broke fo commendable a Reſolution, 

And here, beſides what I have already re- 
lated concerning Dr. Brooke, I think myſelf, 
in Juſtice to that worthy Gentleman (who, 
I know, has been abuſed by Sir John Boyce, 
and repreſented as the ſole Cauſe of the Con- 
teſt in the Arches between Miſs Hudſon and 
me) obliged to declare, that he did not ſpur 
me on to cite Miſs Hudſon into the Arches; 
but that I did it voluntarily, and of my own 
accord, as thinking it my Duty to do it; in 
which 1 am ſo well confirmed, that, even 
yet, was it do again, I would doit. And as 
I acknowledge the generous and kind Aſſiſt- 
ance Dr. Brooke gave me in my Cauſe, ſo I 
take this Opportunity to thank him for it, pro- 


teſting, that he neyer took any Fee from me, 
| though 
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though I offered it, and preſſed him to ac- 
cept it. | 

Since I have here publiſhed Dr. Strahar's 
and Dr. Paul's Opinions, which were ob- 
tained at the ſole Ex pence of Mr. Boyce, at- 
teſted by Mr. Weſley; that there may not 
remain the leaſt Suſpicion upon Mr. Weſley 
for giving me a Copy of them, or upon me 
for deſiring or prevailing upon him to do 
any thing that was in any Degree unworthy 
or diſhonourable, in Juſtice to him, I declare, 
that Mr. Boyce, at Dr. Brooke's Chamber, pro- 
miſed me a Copy, upon Condition, that I 
would let Mr. Weſley fee Miſs Hudſon's Let- 
ters; and after he had peruſed them as long 
as he thought fit, and had taken a Copy of 
that of the 7th of June, and not before, he 
gave me the Copy. 

Since it has been repreſented, and be- 
lieved, at leaſt by my Enemies, and al- 
ledged in the Cauſe, that I cited Miſs Hudſon 
into the Court of Arches to get Money, I 
here declare, as I have alſo ſworn, that I did 
it purely in Obedience to a Principle of Con- 
ſcience, and with the greateſt Reluctancy 
that I ever performed an Act of Obedience 
in my whole Life; and I doubt not but Dr. 
Brooke will atteſt the Truth of both theſe 
Particulars. And when the viſible Diſcou- 
ragements to ſuch a Proceeding are well 
weighed, I doubt not but every unprejudiced 
Perſon will allow, that I "could haye no 

other 
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other Aim in it but to do my Duty. A 
hard Caſe, that the Wickedneſs of another 
ſhould lay any Man under ſuch a ſhocking 
Obligation! 

I knew when I had commenced the Suit, 
it would not be in my Power to drop it; I 
knew very well the Difficulties I ſhould 
meet with, the Expences, the Scoffs and 
Abuſes, I ſhould expoſe myſelf to in proſe- 
cuting my Action; I had great Reaſon to ex- 
pet that Miſs Hudſou would have denied 
every thing I ſhould charge her with: Should 
IT obtain a Sentence in my Favour, I knew 
ſhe would have had it in her Power to ſettle 
her whole Fortune upon the Child ſhe was 
then big with, as ſoon as Sentence ſhould be 
pronounced: I knew ſhe had declared, that 
if ſhe could not live with Mr, Boyce in Eng- 
land, ſhe would go beyond Sea with him, 
and that rather than live with me, ſhe would 
endure all that the Law could inflict upon 
her. After ſo baſe and infamous an Action, 
J had no Reaſon to deſire ſuch a Woman 
for my Wife (but a Senſe of Duty which 
exacted that grating Compliance from me); 


nor could I flatter myſelf with the leaſt Ex- 


pectation of Happineſs with her, though ſhe 


ſhould have been decreed to be fo, and wil- 


lingly, with a full Senſe of her Crime, have 
returned to me: If in the Face of ſo many 
and ſuch ſhocking Diſcouragements, I pre- 


ferred my Libel purely in Compliance with 
the 
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the Dictates of Conſcience, that Action will, 
I preſume, by all Men of Probity, be grant- 
ed to be an Inſtance (how rare ſoever) of 
exalted Obedience; and-if I did or could do 
it with any other View, I will allow it to be 
the moſt & alted Folly. 

I proceed now, in order to ſhew what a 
Title Sir John Boyce has to Knighthood, to 
make ſome Obſervations upon what has been 
{worn in the Cauſe. 

Sir John Boyce ſwears, he never heard of 

Miſs Hudſon's Contract with me, till rr 
her Marriage. Taylor, who gave Miſs Hud- 
on to be married, ſwears, he believes he 
heard the Knight ſay, three or four Days 
before, that he had heard ſhe was contracted 
to me; and that Taylor, who had but juſt 
left the Knight's Service, and had then, or 
did ſoon after marry a near Kinſwoman of 
the Knight, and had Expectations from him, 
ſhould ſwear he had heard the Knight ſay, 
three or four Days before the Marriage, that 
he had heard there was a Contract between 
Miſs Hudſon and me, if he had not really 
heard the Knight ſay ſo, is to me perſectly 
unaccountable; and that the Knight ſhould 
lay ſo, and never have heard of the Contract, 
is more ſo. 


8 


| See his Anſ. to Int. 6. and Taylor's to the fame. 
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The Knight ſwears, that his Son did * 
court Miſs Hudſon from the Firſt of January 
before the 24th of July in the Year 1731. 
Miſs Hudſon, before [would ſuffer her to con- 
tra? herſelf to me, told me, that ſhe had had 
nothing to ſay to Mr. Boyce for aboye a Year 
before the 1oth of June; and Mr. Boyce, 
before Dr. Brooke and Mr. Weſley, on the 


1 5th of January, told me, that he had had 


nothing to ſay to Miſs Hudſon for ſixteen 
Months before the 24th of July. Now here 
I cannot reconcile the Father's ſwearing with 


the Son and Daughter's ſpeaking: But I own 


I think they ſpoke the Truth, in this Parti- 
cular at leaſt. 
The Knight ſwears, he 7 ſettled, but he 


does not ſwear that Settlement was g valid in 


Law (to which he was, or ought to have 
been interrogated) between 70 and 80 J. per 
Ann. upon his Son, and engaged himſelf, but 


in what Manner he ſays not (by his honour- 


able Word only, I ſuppoſe) to lay out 600 f. 
to buy a Parſonage for him; and that Mrs. 
Hall gave, not ſettled upon, Miſs Hudſon, be- 
tween 70 and 80 J. per Ar. Miſs Hudſon 
was carried from Eynſbam but on the 26th 
of July; and therefore whatſoever Bargain 
Mrs. Hall and the Knight might make, they 
had not Time for any legal Settlement; nor 
by Sir John's Evidence does it appear that 


* See his Anſ. to Int. 4. k See his Anſ. to Int. 1. 
§ See Int, 10. 
any 
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any legal Settlement was made. And I am 
— rather induced to think that there was 
not, becauſe, as has been given out, and by 
Mrs. Scott, if I am not miſinformed, Mis 
Hadſon had not conſented to Mr. 
Boyce till late on the 28th of July, whatſo- 
eyer the Knight may ſwear, 

The Knight ſwears, that Miſs had 
* conſented to marry his Son on the 14th or 
15th of Fuly: If in this he ſwears falſly, 
what is he? If truly, what is Mrs. Boyce? 
Who, when Miſs Hudſcn, in three Letters 
after that Time ſubſcribes herſelf my moſt 
affectionate, or affectionate Spouſe. 

The Knight ſwears, he believes I com- 
menced the Cauſe in the Arches againſt Miſs 
Hudſon for Lucre jake. He ſwears alſo, 
that after I had ſeen the Doctors Opinions, I 
neither made, nor admitted, any Propoſals o 

Lucre to be made to me, 'in order to rel 
Miſs Hudſon. Thoſe Opinions I ſaw on the 
15th of January, before the Cauſe was com- 
menced, and before the Letters of Requeſt 
had paſſed the Seal of Dr. Brooke's Office. 
Now, that I ſhould commence the Cauſe for 
 Lucre ſake, and yet neither make nor admit 
any Propoſals of Lucre to be made to me, ſeems 
to me perfectly incoherent : And I leave Sir 
John to —— thoſe m in ſuch 


— . -_— 


9 on 6, 7. 8, 9, I'S. 
2 


TJ 


* - _ * py 
* * ——— —xů — — 


===. DO eqn 2 LS 
4 ver Sa: Ei. 50 — —P—U—.œ 22 — 


48 The CoNTRACT Hiolated. 
a Manner as ſhall convince the impartial 
Reader, that he is a Man of unqueſtion- 
able Veracity, if he can; for my Part I 
cannot. | 
Sir John ſwears, he does not believe any 
ſuch * Caſe, as is mentioned in the ſecond 
Interrogatory adminiſtered upon the ſecond 
Allegation, was drawn, and ſent to Dr. Paul 
and Dr. Straban for their Opinions, by mine 
and Mr. Boyce's Conſent, but owns, he had 
heard I had reported, that I had obtained 
ſuch an Opinion. As to the Report, I can 
{ay no more than that I never reported any 
ſuch thing. To the Caſe, Mr. Boyce and I 
conſented, as Dr, Brooke very well knows, 
and that I was not at one Penny Expence in 
obtaining the Opinions, Dr. Brooke and Mr. 
Weſley can teſtify. The Knight, indeed, 
does not ſwear that he had not ſeen thoſe 
Opinions, but that he cannot recolle what 
ach Opinion was, Now that the Knight 
ſhould furniſh the Eſquire with Money to ob- 
tain thoſe Opinions, and not know for what 
Reaſon he furniſhed him with it; that the 
Eſquire ſhould put himſelf to ſuch Expence, 
and not acquaint his Father with it; that he 
ſhould obtain thoſe Opinions, and not com- 
municate them to his Father; and that the 
Father ſhould not remember what thoſe 
Opinions were, in a Caſe that ſo nearly af- 


— — Iy 


* 


— 


& Sce his Anſ. to that Int. 10. 
| ſected 


Or, The Haſty Marriage. 49 
feed his Son and him, are Particulars in which 
I belieye he will ſcarce ever be able to make 
the World believe him: Me he never will. 

The Knight ſwears, that he does not re- 
member whether or no he eyer promiſed 
Mr. Snell, that nothing imparted by me to Mr. 
Snell ſhould ever be brought in * Evidence, 
Mr. Snell depoſeth, he believes the Knight 
promiſed him not only that, but alſo, that 
he ſhould not be made a Witneſs. Which 
fingle Inftance, was there nothing more 
againſt him, is, in my Opinion, ſufficient to 
prove the Knight hath, at leaſt, a very bad 
Memory, and a Diſpoſition not much better. 
And I will tell him, which indeed he might 
not know before, that all Men of Honour 
allow, that in ſuch Caſes there is a Condi- 
tion vf that Nature imply'd, though no Pro- 
miſe. had been given. And to confirm this, 
at leaſt, by one Example, I aſſure him, that 
in regard to this Rule of Honour, I could not 
give myſelf Leave to make Dr. Brooke or Mr. 
Weſley Witneſſes; by whom I could have 
proved, that Mr, Boyce conſented to the Caſe 
adviſed upon ; that he was at the whole Ex- 
pence of procuring the Doctors Opinions; 
that Mr. Boyce propoſed to me to get an Act 
of Parliament to confirm his Marriage; that 
he preſſed his Father to accept of my Propo- 


See his Anſ. to Int. 8. and Mr. Snell's to the fame. ä 
E ſals, 


— r * 


— — p— — 


— 
— 


4 4 —_— 
— — — — 


— — 


SS Dr 


— — — — - : 2 * 2 
... TT £.oltho. cw 5 hee; 
— . — — 


* —— * — ” 2 . 
— * — 
> a2 Set IDs) Enhrouage roaring Bn Dy En Sie hs 


50 The ConTRACT Violated : 


ſals, and ſeyeral other Particulars much to 
my Advantage; which for the ſame Reaſon 
I will not ſo much as mention. In regard to 
the ſame Rule, I could not give myſelf Leave 
to take a Copy of the Knight's Letter to Mr. 
Snell, though I had it in my Poſſeſſion three 
or four Days. And I will tell the Knight 
farther, that though I had known he would 
have made the baſe Uſe of my Letter which 
he ſince has, I could not have ſuffered my 
ſelf to have done ſo. | 
The Knight ſwears, he did not“ ride Poſt, | 
nor make any extraordinary Haſte from Lon- 
don to Oxford or Barton, near the Time of 
his Son's Marriage, nor on any other Occa- 
ſion, ſaving in his Way of Trade. His Way 
of 'Trade was always to get as much Money 
as he could, and, perhaps, the Profit being 
more than all he ever got by his Trade, or is 
at preſent worth, he eſteemed the getting 
Miſs Hudſon for his Son a Branch of his 
Trade; but whether he did or not, I affirm, 
that Mrs. Bartholomew of Eynſham, who was 
very intimately acquainted with Mrs. Hall, 
Miſs Hudſon, the Knight, and the Eſquire, 
aſſured me, that he did ride Poſt about that 
Time, and to compaſs the Marriage. Here 
is at leaſt a Miſtake, and ſuch a one as I be- 


r 


1 2 


See his Anſ. to Int. 10. 
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lieve Mrs. Bartholomew and the Knight will 
never be able to ſet to rights. 

The Knight ſwears, he does not remem- 
ber or believe, that his Son ever propoſed to 
me to get an Act of * Parliament to confirm 
i his Marriage. His Son not only made that 
C Propoſal in the Preſence of Dr. Brooke and 
| Mr. Hefley, but I was told he would make it 
J 


before we met: And that he ſhould make 
ſuch a Propoſal, and come inſtructed to make 
it without his Father's Knowledge or Con- 


5 ſent, is ſo highly improbable, that I believe 
I no impartial Man will believe it. 

f The Knight ſwears, he does not remem- 
4 ber whether there was any Razure, or þ 


Obliteration in the Licence Bond! now H- 
* field Allen is not only quite erazed, and Sir 
8 Fohn Boyce his Name wrote upon the Razure, 
A but A. M. Adis Chriſti Oxon. Alumnum 


5 ſcratched over ſo much that one cannot eaſily 
* read it. That his Name was erazed Mr. 
, Allen confeſſeth; and I wiſh, becauſe I am 
on of Opinion it would have redounded to the 


l, Advantage of his CharaQter, he had told the 
5 true Reaſon of it, inſtead of barely ſaying, 


It It was thought (ſo that there was nothing 
8 done raſhly or precipitately, there was a Con- 
* ſultation called upon the Caſe, by whom in- 


_ & deed Mr. Allen does not ſay) . moſt proper 


— 


* See his Anſ. to Int. 5. + See his Anſ. to Int. 8. 
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« for Sir John Boyce to execute the Bond.“ 
That a griping covetous Tradeſman ſhould 
ſign a Bond for 100 /. and not know whether 
there was any Razure or Obliteration in it, 
when there was, and ſtill is, fo remarkable a 
one, is to me as ſtrange as any thing elſe the 


Knight has ſworn. 


The Bond has been long aſſigned to me, 
and I ſhall at a proper Time bring my Action 
upon it; and therefore I deſire Mr. Lamprey, 
whoſe Name is to it as a Witneſs, to fatisfy 
me, whether Sir John Boyce executed it in 


the Preſence of Mr. William Toes, jun. and 


Mr. Thomas Lamprey; becauſe the Knight 
ſwears, he executed a Bond and * delivered 
it to Mr. Allen; which makes me ſuſpect, 
that Mr. Lamprey was not preſent when the 
Bond was executed; for if he had, he would 
have been the propereſt Perſon to have re- 
cei ved it from Sir John, and to have lent Or 
carried it to the Office. 

Mr. Allen and the Knight both confals 
that neither Mr. Boyce nor Miſs Hud ſon took 
the + Oath upon granting the Licenſe, which, 
according to Law, one of them ought to have 


done; and yet Mr. Boyce is a Surety in the 


Bond, which by Law he ought not, by rea- 
ſon of his Minority. All theſe C ircumſtan- 


ces gave me a ſtrong Suſpicion, that Mr. 


1 


* Sec his Anſ. to Int. 9. See their Anſ. to Int. 9. 
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Lamprey and Mr. Allen deſigned the Bond 
ſhould be void and null. Mr. Lamprey 
therefore, eſpecially, will do me the ſmall 
Favour to let me know whether the Bond 
was legally executed or not, that I may not 
be nonſuited by his unfair Proceedings; and 
this I hope he will the more readily do, be- 
. cauſe it may fave him Trouble. And that 
he may do this as ſpecdily as poſſible, I can 
acquaint him further, that ſhould the Bond 
appear to be void for want of a legal Execu- 
tion of it, all the Perſons concerned may yet 
be liable to a Proſecution of another kind, 
and that not quite ſo reputable. | 

I muſt be indulged to obſerve farther in 
this Place, and the Juſtice of the Obſervation 
T ſubmit to the impartial Reader, that Mr. 
Boyce his being made a Surety in the Bond, 
ſince it is * confeſſed he did not take the 
Oath, could be done only for a Blind to Dr. 
Brooke, to whom the Bond is given; and if 
fo, Mr. Lamprey and Mr. Allen muſt know 
themſelves much to blame; and though it 
may be barely poſſible, and more I think it 
cannot be, that Mr. Lamprey and Mr. Allen 
might be ignorant of the true Cauſe of ſuch 
Proceedings, yet this is a farther Proof, that 
the Father and the Son, unleſs they were 
equally Fools and Knayes (for no wiſe and 
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honeſt Man would do a fair Action in ſuch a 
manner, as muſt neceſſarily bring him under 
a Suſpicion of Diſhoneſty) had Reaſon to ſu- 
ſpect, that the Bond might riſe up ' againſt 
them, and their whole Iniquity be thereby 
laid open; to prevent which was the ſole 
Reaſon that Mr. Boyce was made a Surety in 
the Bond. 

Here ſome would make themſelves merry 
with the Knight's artful Memory : He does 


get an Act of Parliament to confirm his Mar- 
riage; he does not remember whether he pro- 
miſed Mr. Snell that nothing imparted by me 
to Mr. Snell ſhould ever be brought in Evi- 
dence; he does not remember what the 
Doctors Opinions were; he does not remember 
whether there was any Razure in the Bond; 
he does not remember whether he was at Lon- 
dos on or about the 26th of July 1731; but 


greater Diſtance, that I called Mrs. Hall an 
ill natured Bitch, and has poſitively ſworn 
that I did; and I as poſitively affirm, and 
can as poſitively and more truly ſwear, that 
I never did. I do not know what Pleaſure 
the Knight may take in his Memory, but I 
would not have ſuch a cne for all the Profit 
he has got by his Trade, and Miſs Hudſon's 

Fortune to boot. 
I deſire every Gentleman and Lady who 
ſhall read this Caſe to examine well the Inter- 
+14 rogatorics 
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rogatories adminiſtered by me upon the firſt 
Allegation (for that they may do this 1s the 
only Reaſon of publiſhing them) becauſe, to 
excuſe himſelf for baſely exhibiting my Let- 
ter to Mr. Snell, the Knight has given out 
that I had asked him in thoſe Interrogatories, 
whether I had eyer made any Propoſals in. 
order to give Miſs Hudſon a Releaſe? And if 
no ſuch thing is found in them, he will by 
all be allowed to be a notorious —— 

And I defire it may be obſerved farther, 
That there is not in all my Interrogatories 
one Queſtion but what was deſigned, and, 
as I think, really tends, to Miſs Hudſon's Ho- 
nour: I propoſed by all and every one of 
them to ſift out ſuch Particulars as ſhould, 
had Sentence been given in fayour of the 
Contract, and ſhe had come to me, have 
transferred great Part of the Guilt of her Mar- 
riage with Mr. Boyce upon thoſe I then 
thought chiefly chargeable with it. And 
thus having given the Reader a Specimen of 
the Knight's Veracity, &c. I ſhall in the next 
Place make ſome Remarks upon Mr. Allen's 
Depoſitions. 

Mr. Allen depoſeth, That he believes Mr. 
Boyce and Mis Fog were free from all 
Matrimonial Contracts, ſaving to each other 
at the Time of their * Marriage. He allo 


Fe his Dep. on Art. 2. All. 1. | 
E 4 depoſeth, 
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depoſeth, That on or about the zd of Auguſt 
1731, I told him, that Mz/5 Hudſon and I 
were contracted to one another by the Office of 
the * Church. At the ſame time I ſhewed 
Mr. Allen all her Letters, £9c. Mr. Allen had 
ſeen the Doctors Opinions long before his 
Examination: Miſs Hudſon had alſo confeſſed 
every Word and Circumſtance of the Contract 
the July before Mr. Allen was examined: 
And I doubt not but Mr. Allen had ſeen her 
Anſwers, or heard of them; but if he had 
not, ſure he had ſufficient Reaſon to think 
ſhe was contracted to me before, and there- 
fore not free from all Matrimonial Contracts 
at the Time of her Marriage. However, 
ſuppoſing Mr. Allen was fo credulous, for 1 
would willingly believe him, I ask him for 
what Reaſon he ſaid to me, as ſoon as he had 
read her Letters, If he had known it before, 
* he would not have married them for Ten 
« Thouſand Pounds?” And why he expreſ- 
fed ſo much Concern for having married them, 
to a great many Gentlemen more, for a con- 
ſiderable Time after the Marriage? And, not 
to preſs an old Acquaintance too far, I ſhall 
be very glad to receive ſuch Anſwers to thoſe 
Queſtions as will convince all impartial Men, 
that he did really believe, at the Time of hi. 
Examination, that Mr. Boyce and Miſs Hudſon 
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were free from all Matrimonial Contracts, 
fave to each other at the Time of their Mar- 
riage. This I declare ſincerely I ſhall be 
glad of, though it muſt then appear that he 
did not belieye me. | 

Mr. Allen, upon his firſt Examination, 
depoſeth, That he had heard that Mrs. Hall 
was a cloſe or covetous Woman; on his ſecond, 
That ſhe had the Character of a cloſe penu- 
rious Woman ; and that ſhe was, as he be- 
lieves, no otherwiſe unkind to her Daughter 


than in not letting her be dreſs'd ſo fine as ſhe 


expected and deſired; and that ſhe had the 


ſame Regard to her own and her Daughter's 


Honour and Reputation as other Mothers 
uſually have, as he believes. 

I ask Mr. Allen, Whether he ever knew, 
heard, or read of, one coyetous Perſon, Man 
or Woman, who had a Regard to Honour 
and Reputation? And when he ſhall have re- 
collected, that upon the Sight of Miſs Hud- 

on's Letters, he immediately faid, “ Here 
« is a fine Woman /poiled by an ill or bad 
« Education z” and that on the 15th of Ja- 
niary following the Marriage, he told me, he 
had the Year before ſaid to Mr. Boyce, If 
« you deſign to marry Miſs Hudſon, you 
« ſhould make Haſte, before her Mother has 
« ſpoiled her; and that by his Advice, Mr. 
Boyce went after her to Bath: He will own 
ſurely, if a bad Education is an Unkindneſs 
to a Child, as, I confeſs, I always thought it, 
that 
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that Mrs. Hall was unkind to her Daughter, 
otherwiſe than in her Dreſs ; and be forry for 
having faid, at leaſt what I think implies ſo 
much, that though Mrs. Hall was a covetous 
and penurious Woman, and gave her Daughter 


a bad Education (and, I add, a worſe Ex- 


ample) yet, he believes, ſhe had the ſame 
Regard to her own and her Daughter's Ho- 
nour and Reputation as other Mothers uſually 
have. Had Mr. Allen a Mother alive, 1 am 
fatisfied ſhe would chaſtize him for ſuch a 


Faith; and I challenge him to find out that 


Mother, who is a Woman of Honour and Re- 
futation, that will thank him for ranking her 
under that Character with Mrs. Hall. 

To finiſh all I think proper to ſay upon 
Mr. Allen his Evidenge,, and.the Part he bore 
in laying irreparable Injuries, upon me, I ob- 
ſerve, as he himſelf * confefes, that he alone 
took out the Licence, for which the Knight's 
Clofeneſs can be no Pretence, becauſe the Fa- 
ther and the Son might have done that, and 
not have let even Mr. Allen into the Secret, 
tilt the ue ver- to-be forgotten Job at Cowley 
had been ready for him. And, though I will 
hope Mr. Allen really thought the Knight's 
Cloſeneſs a ſufficient Reaſon for ſuch a Se- 
cret, not to call it a clandeſtine Marriage 
(for the + Farmer and the e 
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preſent by mere Accident) yet I muſt take 
Notice, as I have long ago to Mr. Allen, that 
the Method of taking out the Licence, and 
the Secrecy of the Marriage, was a very ſuf- 
ficient Cauſe for him to have ſuſpected all 
was not right in the Caſe. How willing ſo- 
ever Mr. Allen might be to oblige the Father 
and the Son, he could not but ſce, and there- 
fore ought to have told two poor Wretches, 
whom I will ſuppoſe ignorant of ſuch Mat- 
ters, that it would not only be more proper, 
but more reputable, for them totake out the 
Licence, than for him to go and ask for a Li- 
cence which ought to have been denied him, 
and therefore might have been expected to be 
ſo; becauſe the Surrogate, for granting it, 
would run the Hazard of being /u/pended 
from performing the Office of a Clergyman 
or fix Months, as well as from being a Sur- 
rogate, which has been already inflicted upon 
him. i= od 
What Mr. Lamprey the Surrogate may have 
to ſay for himſelf, I can neither gueſs nor ſee; 
but if it wil be at all for the Advantage of 
his Character (as I hope it will, for I will 
not ſuppoſe that he would take a Bribe, zor 
Mr. Allen offer him one) he ought to diſco- 
ver by what Methods Mr. Allen prevailed upon 
him to do ſuch an irregular and unlawful 
Action. And when Mr. Allen and Mr. Lam- 
prey ſhall conſider, whatever Comfort they 
may find from their Ignorance, that I could 
5 have 
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Go The CONTRACT Fiolated: 
have ſuffered no more by the moſt barcfac'd 
and ſhameleſs Confederacy in Guilt, they 
will not perhaps think themſelves ſo inno- 
cent as they are repreſented to do at preſent 

at leaſt, I ſolemnly aſſure them both, that 
I mu not even 1gnorantly have been the 
Cauſe of fo much Guilt, if I miſtake not, 
and ſo much Injury, as I am ſure they have, 
to any one Man forall the Treaſure of the Ju- 
dies. There appears ſo much Shyneſs in the 
Knight's, Mr. Allen's and Taylor's Confeſſions, 
concerning the Bond, the — and the 
Marriage, that I doubt not but every impar- 
tial Man will be of Opinion, there is ttill a 


great deal of Secret Hiſtory in the whole Af 
fair. As Mr. Allen had a fair Opportunity, 


fo I expected he would have ſet forth by 
what Arguments or Importunity the Knight 


and the Eſquire prevailed upon him to.do an 


Action, which, to ſpeak of it moſt tenderly, 
muſt be allowed to be inexcuſably weak and 


officious; eſpecially ſince he knew at the 


Time of his Examination what ſad Conſe- 
quences attended it; much ſadder, as he 
then expected, than at preſent he may think; 
fince at the firſt Commiſſion he told rhe 
Knight that the Allegation and Commiſion, 
&c. were all to no Purpoſe 3 as Was indeed 
then generally believed. 

As to Mrs. Halls and the Knight 8 u. 
neſs and Baſeneſs, both evidently appearing 
ſrom the Circumſtances of the Marriage, 

ſhall 
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all ſay no more; but I cannot but wonder, 

that the Eſquire, from whoſe Education 
better Things might have been expected, 
ſhould take a Wife from the Hand of a Foot- 
man, an Indignity to which before I would 
have ſtooped, I would never have taken her 
at all. And if what Mrs. Bartholomew told 
me is true (as I really believe it is, 

if I did not miſapprehend her, ſhe had it 
from Mrs. Boyce's own Mouth) viz. That be- 
fore the Marriage, Mi/s Hudſon was forced 
to ſign a Paper, expreſſing, that ſhe would un- 
compelled, and voluntarily marry Mr. Boyce, I 
am of Opinion, that Sir John Boyce and his 
Son were afraid ſhe ſhould, even after the 
Marriage, have run away to me; and there- 
fore to avoid the Conſequences of the Law 
in that Caſe, ſhe was married in ſo mean and 
pitiful a Manner: And to confirm Mrs. Bar- 
tholomew's Report, Mr. Boyce, when asked 
by me, how he could take a Wife at the Hand 
of a Footman ? reply'd, at Dr. Brooke's 
Chamber, before him and Mr. FYe/ley, It 
« was done to avoid what had been talked 
f;“ which was, as I apprehended, « If 
« Miſs Hudſon had ſoon after the Marriage 
« eſcaped to me, I would have hanged the 
« Knight and the Eſquire.” Is not this Con- 
feſſion of Mr. Boyce a ſtrong Indication, that 
he knew of Miſs Hudſou's Contract with me? 
Or, that Miſs Zu4/on was forced to marry 
him? Haying paid my Compliments to Miſs 
Hud/jon's 
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62 The ConTRACT Violated. 
Hudſon's Witneſſes, I ſhall now relate what 
Treatment I received from two of her Adyo- 
cates and Proctor. | 

I had once Thoughts of ſetting forth every 
Step that was taken in the Cauſe between 
Miſs Hudſon and me on both Sides; but now 
waving that, tho' I met with every Delay 
which the Knight and Mr. * ——could give 
me, I will complain only of what I think an 
inexcuſable Vexation in Point of Time; and 
that is the ſecond Allegation; every Tittle 


| whereof, it being chiefly grounded on my 


Letter to Mr. Snell, the Knight was ac- 
quainted with before I cited Miſs Hudſon into 


the Arches; and therefore, ſince ſua cuique 


nocet mara, is, as Iam informed, a Maxim in 
the Civil Law, the Matter of the ſecond Al- 
legation ſhould have been joined to the firſt, 
or not given in at all. If a knaviſh Client 
and an artful Proctor, by concealing Part of 
what they deſign to plead or alledge, fhall 
have it in their Power to give in Plea after 
Plea, and Allegation after Allegation, and 
thereby put an injured Man to very great and 


unneceſſary Expence, and lengthen a Cauſe 


almoſt in — every Man, however in- 
jured, ought to take Care how he ſeeks Re- 
dreſs in the Court of Arches. 

And when I ſhall have obſerved, that no 
one Exhibit, though ever ſo plain, and 


1111 


| * Miſs Hudſon's Proctor. 
though 
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though every. Word of it ſhall be favoured by 
the Court, will be admitted without fecing 
Advocates to plead to it; and that a Man is 
not at Liberty, if my Proctor gave me a fair 
Account of the Practice of the Court, to ſub- 
mit any thing to the Court, without Plead- 
ings had upon it; and further, that t 

the greateſt of Injuries, and the Dictates of 
his upright and well * informed Conſcience 
ſhall force a Man to prefer a Libel in the 
Arches, and though not one Action or Cir- 
cumſtance, which a fair Enemy can charge 


with the leaſt Want of Regard to Honour or 


Conſcience, ſhall be proved, or even reaſon- 
ably /aſpeFed, againſt him, yet he muſt ex- 
pect to have as much Filth as a Scavenger's 
Cart will hold, emptied upon him, yaleſs he 
ſhall be much more juſtly uſed than I was; 


the moſt injured Man will be cautious how 


he expoſes himſelf to more and more ſenſible 
Injuries in ſeeking Redreſs for almoſt the 
greateſt already received. 

And to prevent the like for the future, at 
leaſt to do all that is in my Power towards it, 
I cannot but obſerve, that ſcandalous and un- 
grounded Calumnies in the Pleadings of 
Common and Civil Lawyers, can have no 
End but to turn them into Revilers, and to 


.gratify the Malice of an unjuſt and wicked 


a App. No. 10, 
i a Client, 
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Client, two Things that, I think, ought to 
be tolerated in no Court; and, if fo, they 
muſt in a Court Chriſtian be more intoler- 
able and abominable. Not one of my Ad- 
vocates caſt a Reflexion: Dr. Henchman and 
Dr. Kynaſſon pleaded like Gentlemen, but 
one Advocate s Behaviour was ſuch, as would 
make a great many believe, he was feed 
chiefly to abuſe me, if not ſolely for that 
End. 

And here I ſhall be excuſed (even by 
Pleaders I hope) for obſerving, that in the 
Court of Chancery, either in Bills or Plead- 
ings, &c. nothing ſcandalous is endured ; 
that the Judges of other Courts frequently 
rebuke and menace a Pleader for ſcandalous 
Inſinuations, and call upon him to juſtify 
them by his Brief; and therefore, ſince un- 
reaſonable Calumnies are not only offenſiye, 
but, when duly attended to, impertinent, 
they ought to be baniſhed out of all Courts: 
But if ſuch Proceedings muſt ſtill be tolerated, 
I would have the following Words, viz. 

CALUMNIES IN PLEADINGS 
ARE NO SLANDER, wrote in Capi- 
tals, at leaft a Foot long, and hung up in 
every Court Eccleſiaſtical and Civil (except 
the Court of Chancery, where they would 
be uſeleſs) in England The Sight of them 
would refreſh a Man of true Honour, when 
vilified by a licentious Pleader; and make a 

| Reviler 
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Reviler bluſh, if he be not throughly Hard- 
ned in Scandal. 

And here it will, I believe, be ſome Di- 
verſion to the Reader, as well as an Excuſe 
for 'the Freedom I have taken with a learned 
Advocate, to know the Strength and Inge- 
nuity of ſome of thoſe doughty Arguments 
he urged, and without bluſhing. 

Becauſe Penticroſi depoſeth, that I went 
over a low * Wall (the ſame Wall over 
which Miſs Hudſon came to meet me at his 
Houſe) and that he had ſeen us together in 
the Night, the Doctor, with great Noiſe, ſaid, 
« Here has been ſcaling of Walls, breaking 
open Houſes, and diſturbing of Families 
« at Midnight; and this, after he could 
not but have obſerved from Miſs Hudſons 
fifth Letter, and my Anſwer to the ſecond 
Allegation, which he owned to me was very 
fair and full, that I waited upon her in the 
Night, by her own Appointment, and at her 
own Requeſt; and that all Doors were not 
only open for me, but ſhe herſelf ready to re- 
ceive me with open Arms, and open Heart, 

To ſhew that Miſs Zud/on thought herlelf 
under no Contract to me, he quoted theſe 
Words, I thought you had left + me, which 
being ſo palpable a perverting of her Senſe 
and Meaning, I obſerved to him immediately 


* See Pent. Dep. 4, . + See Let. 9. 
F that 
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that he had left out when; and yet he could, 
without regard either to Truth or Shame, urge 
thoſe Words again, without What went be- 
fore or followed them. 

And ſhould an Attempt be made to put an 
End to the vexatious Proceedings of Proctors, 
and the dilatory Practice of Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts (without pulling up Foundations, for 
ſure the Civil Law is very good) I am hum- 
bly of Opinion, that a Law enacting, That 
there ſhall be but one Plea and one Allega- 
tion in a Cauſe; That the Defendant ſhall 
alledge the ſecond Court Day after the Libel 
or Plea is admitted, or not at all; 7 hat both 
Parties ſhall immediately proceed to make 
their Proofs; That Publication of Evidence 
on both Sides ſhall paſs as ſoon as the Depo- 
ſitions ſhall be in Court ; That the Judge un- 
moved ſhall of courſe order Publication; That 
no Advocates ſhall be allowed till the Time 
of Trial (for every Eccleſiaſtical Judge, if he 
under ſtands the Buſineſs of his Place, muff 
know what is fit to be admitted or rejected in 
any Cauſe) T hat there be no cloſe or ſecret 
Commiſſions; and, That whoſoever ſhall op- 
poſe any Motion which ſhall be favoured by 
the Court, ſhall inſtantly pay down the full 
Coſts occaſioned by ſuch Oppoſition, to 
Plaintiff or Defendant, would have a very 
good Effect; then an honeſt and injured 
Man, when compelled to ſeek Redreſs in a 
Spiritual Court, would know when, and 
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pretty near at what Expence he could get out 
of it. 

Since it is notorious, that when a Man or 
Woman has violated either a Contract of the 
preſent Time, or a Marriage in the Church, 
by entering into a ſecond Marriage (and 
there is at this preſent Time, or was laſt 
Term, a Cauſe of the latter ſort depending, 
either before the Chancellor of London, or 
the Dean of the Arches) the offending Party 
muſt live in the continual Commiſſion of a very 
great Sin; and ſince it is as notorious, that, 
according to the preſent Proceedings of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Courts, the injured Party cannot 
recover the Offender out of that State 
Damnation he or ſhe is in, before ſeveral 
Children may be born by virtue of the ſecond 
Marriage, which Children ſhall be pleaded in 
Bar of the injured Perſon's Right; I hope 
thoſe great Perſons, whoſe Province it is 
more eminently to prevent Sin, and to redreſs 
Wrong, will not think it beneath them to 
conſult upon proper Methods to bring all 
Cauſes, wherein a Violation of a Contract of 
the preſent Time, or a Marriage in the 
Church, by a ſecond Marriage, ſhall be 
pleaded, to a ſpeedy Iſſue; and to ſeparate 
the Offenders 4 menſd & thoro, till a Sentence 
all be given; which would they do, I am 
ſatisfied they would find no Difficulty in it; 
decauſe, upon proper Encouragement, I flat- 
er myſelt 1 could propoſe an unexceptionable 


F 2 Method 
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Method productive of ſo righteous and juſt 
an End. | 

It may, perhaps, be thought Boldneſs, or 
more, for a private Perſon to offer Propoſals 
for altering the Proceedings of Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts; be it ſo, the Deſign of it will, 1 
hope, excuſe, if not juſtify me: I propoſe 
thereby to procure a Reverence to thoſe 
Courts, as well as to prevent dilatory and 
vexatious Proceedings. 

Since my Cauſe in the Arches has been 
the Subject of publick Diſcourſe, and a con- 
trary Event of it generally expected, it wil 
not, I preſume, be ungrateful to the ingeni 
ous and learned Reader to know upon what 
Reaſons and Law the Sentence was grounded 

After citing many Caſes and Opinions re 
lating to Contracts, and the Proof require 
by Law to procure Sentence in favour of 
Contract, and after a languid Animadverſio! 
upon the Method of obttaining and granting 
the Licence for Miſs Hudſon's Marriage, ſoft 
ened with, © I fear Licences are often take 
« out by a third Perſon,” it was granted 
That there was no room to ſuſpe& any Co 
luſion between Mifs Hudſon, or Mr. Boyd 
and me; That Miſs Hudſon's Letters we 
wrote before her Marriage with Mr. Boyce 

T hat Mr. Goole was not to blame, for 
would have it ſo (I am willing to keept 
the learned Gentleman's very Words as ne 
as Ican) That had ſhe not been married, . 
Ca 
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Caſe would have been otherwiſe; That there 
was nothing in Difference of Age or Fortune; 
and, That a Contract of the preſent Time is 
indiſſoluble. 

But afterwards the ſame learned Gentleman 
inſiſted, That the Contract between Miſs 
Hudſon and me was a ſecret one; That the 
Law was unfavourable to ſecret Contracts; 
That by the 105th Canon the ſole Confeſſion 
of Parties is not ſufficient to ſet aſide a ſecond 
Marriage; That I had prayed my Suppletory 
Oath; That Miſs Hudſon had not made a ful 
Confeſſion of the Contract; That if ſhe had, 
the Proof which the Law requires to be fuf- 
ficient would not have been ſo, though I had 
been allowed my Suppletory Oath, becauſe 
it would have reſted ſolely upon the Confeſ- 
ſion of the Parties; That I did not deſign to 
marry her till ſhe ſhould be of Age; That 
neither of us knew the Strength of our Con- 
tract in Law, when we entered into it, and 
therefore let Mr, Boyce be put to no farther 
Trouble. For the Truth of theſe Particulars 
I appeal to every Gentleman that was in 
Court when the Sentence was giyen, and to 
one above all the reſt. 

I am very well pleated with, and thankful 
for the Sentence, being ſenſible that I am 
thereby delivered from many Years Trouble 
and great Expences, and therefore may, I 
hope, without Offence, make ſome humble 
F 3 Remarks 
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Remarks upon as many of the Particulars 
above-mentioned as I ſhall think fit. 
There is no room to ſuſpett any Collufion be. 
tween Miſs Hudſon, or Mr. Boyce and me: 
To prevent the wicked and miſchievous Con- 
ſequences whereof, 1s, as I apprehend, the 
ſole Deſign of the 105th Canon, not to give 
any Man's Wife to another, but to preſerve 
every Man's Wife to himſelf. I am no Judge 
of theſe Matters, and therefore I ſubmit it to 
the Learned, whether that Canon 1s of any 
Force in a Caſe where there is no room to ſuſ- 
pect any Colluſion: To the Inſufficiency of 
Proof in the Cauſe between Miſs Hudſon and 
me I ſhall ſpeak anon. | 
Mzjs Hudſon's Letters were wrote before 
her Marriage with Mr. Boyce. And do thoſe 
Letters really contain no Evidence that will 
make the leaſt Addition to the Confeſſion of 
Parties? Are they not a mere Non- Entity 
Or does Mrs. Boyce ſwear, that ſhe wrote 
thoſe Letters in Jeſt? Does ſhe not in many 
of thoſe Letters give me all the tendereſt 
Appelations that the beſt of Husbands could 
deſire or expect from the beſt of Wives! 
Does ſhe not over and over write herſelf my 
Spouſe, and own herſelf again and again un- 
der the Obligations of Obedience to me! 
Does ſhe not declare to her Mother, that ſhe 
had made me & Promiſe which ſhe _ 
coul 
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could nor would * break © Hath ſhe not in her 
Anſwers ſet forth that Promiſe? And does 
not that Promiſe contain a Contract of the pre- 
ſent Time? Does ſhe even ſwear ab/olutely 
that the Contract was a Jeſt? No, only that 
ſhe apprehended it to be in Feſt : Does it not 
appear by the Letters that ſhe had fixed the 
Time for her Marriage with me! Has ſhe not 
ſworn, that ſhe correſponded with me till af- 
ter the Time of her Marriage with Mr. Boyce? 
And is all this nothing? I do not know 
whether the Gentleman moſt concerned will 
give any Anſwer to theſe Queſtions; nor do 
I care whether he will or not: But I will ſay, 
that if Letters are allowed to be Evidence 
(as certainly they are, or Dr. Bettefworth 
would not have ſuffered Miſs Hud/on's Let- 
ters to be exhibited) at leaſt adminicular 
Proof of a Fact confeſſed upon Oath, ſtronger 
were never pleaded or proved in any Court. 
And therefore I ſubmit it to the Learned, 
whether the Proof given in the Cauſe between 


| Miſs Hud/on and me reſted upon the /e Con- 


feſſion of Parties, and whether the 105 Canon 
was rightly applied between us. 

In Juſtice to my Advocates, Dr. Strahan, 
Dr. Andrew, and Dr. Iſham, I think myſelf 
obliged to declare, That Miſs Hudſon's Let- 
ters were very well pleaded, and that not 


— — 


* See Let. 16. 
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one Argument deducible from them was 
omitted, except this (if it be an Argument) 
viz. in her Letter of the 23d of July ſhe 
owns ſhe told her Mother, That ſhe had made 
me a Promiſe, which ſhe neither would nor 
could break ; in her Anſwers, as I apprehend, 
ſhe has ſet forth that Promiſe; and whether 
that Promiſe contains a Contract of the 
preſent Time or not, is ſubmitted to the 
Learned. 

Ar. Goole is not to blame, for ſhe would 
have it ſo. Was he not? Why then was he 
ſuffered to be vilified, and ſcandalouſly com- 
pared to an infamous Jeſuit, by an antick 
Pleader, uninterrupted and unrebuked? The 
Flowers that fell from the one Advocate were 
indeed noiſily bellowed out upon the Open- 
ing of the Cauſe before the Evidence was 
read, and therefore I allow it poſſible, and 
more cannot be deſired, that even a Judge 
might think he could have ſupported them 
by his Proofs: But all had becn ſeen and 
pleaded before the other Advocate began to 
lay about him, and therefore one would think 
that his Abuſes might have been taken No- 
tice of by an impartial Man in a Court 
Chriſtian, either at the Pleading or giving 
Sentence; but not a Word of that Nature was 
dropt at either Time. 

Had not ſhe been married, the Caſe would 
have been otherwiſe. Now for my part I de- 
clare, that I, and I believe every Gentleman 

that 
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that heard it, underſtood by this, and he who 
ſpoke it, if he meant any thing, meant, that 
had not Miſs Hudſon been married, our Con- 
tract would have been decreed to be good 


and valid; and would a juſt Judge have pai- 
| fed a Sentence of that Nature without a full 


Confeſſion of the Contract? or did the Mar- 
riage render Miſs Hudſon's Confeſſion not 
full? When but for that Reaſon upon the 
Conceſſion above, it muſt have been allowed 
to be full: And I would be glad to know in 
what Word or Circumſtance her Confeſſion 
was deficient. 

There is nothing in Difference of Age and 
Fortune. Why then were not thoſe imper- - 
tinent Suggeſtions ſtruck out of the ſecond 
Allegation ? I was diſpleaſed with my Proctor 
for oppoſing the Admiſſion of the firſt Alle- 
gation, and blamed him for Feeing Advocates 
to put me and Miſs Zud/on to unneceſſary 
and fruitleſs Expences on that Account ; but 
I own I ordered him to fee and prepare my 
Advocates to oppoſe the ſecond; and I am 
ſatisfied they could not but ſee, that the Pre- 
tence of Difference in Age and Fortune was 
utterly impertinent, and therefore (for I was 
not in Court) I take it for granted they in- 
ſiſted that it was ſo. And yet 

I own at the Time of the Contract I did 
not know the Validity of it in Law; but I 
thought and deſigned it to be the moſt ſacred 
and the moſt b;ndivg Engagement that Man 

and 
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and Woman could enter into, and told Miſs 
Hudſon 10; and is a Contract of the preſent 
Time more? 

I readily own alſo, that I did not deſign 
to marry Miſs Hudſon till ſhe ſhould be of 
Age: But that I ſhould not contract Matri- 
mony with her, becauſe I did not deſign to 
marry her till ſhe ſhould be of Age, is an In- 
ference I cannot allow ; for I am apt to think 
the contrary Conclaſion will rather flow from 
that Conceſſion. I did not deſign to marry 
her till ſhe came to Age, and therefore, to 
fecure her when ſhe ſhould be of Age, I ac- 
cepted the Offer of a Contract; had I inſtantly 
married her, there would have been no need 
of a Contract. 

All theſe Particulars may perhaps ſuggeſt 
to the Legiſlature, that d entences in the Court 
of Arches ought not to reſt upon the Opinion 
of one Doclor only, and much leſs in Cauſes 
of Moment: Becauſe every Act of our Courts 
of Law requires the Concurrence of the Ma- 
jority of four Judges, and generally has the 

_ Conſent of all. 

If a Contract of the preſent Time can never 

be diſſolved: If in theſe Words only, viz. 
« I take thee to my Wife,“ and, © I take 
«© thee to my Husband,” a Contract of the 
preſent Time is expreſſed ; If the moſt folemn 
Releaſe of a Contract of the preſent Time, 
made even in the Face of a Court by both 


the contracting Parties (as was aſſerted by Dr. 
Strahan, 
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Strahan, and no Adyocate made any Reply 
to that Aſſertion) cannot diſſolve ſuch a 
Contract; if even Proof of a Contract of the 
preſent Time, according to Mr. Swinburne 
and Dr. * Paul, be not neceſſary; if (though 
an Eccleſiaſtical Judge is obliged to paſs Sen- 
tence according to Evidence) no Sentence 
upon Earth can make that good, which is in 
itſelf evil; then all theſe Particulars may de- 
ſerve the moſt ſerious Conſideration of Mr. 
and Mrs. Boyce; their efernal Happineſs or 
Miſery may depend upon it. Whether they 
will think ſo or not, I much doubt; but Iaſ- 
ſure them both, that even yet, they are the 
Subject of my moſt ſerious Thoughts. 

Should the Sentence which has been given 
in the Cauſe between Miſs Hudſon and me 
(which, as ſome would have it, was, in 
great meaſure, owing to Pity, upon a very 
{ad Caſe, a Caſe that would in no Light at- 
ford me a tolerable Proſpect) prevent all ſe- 
cret Contracts for the future (as I wiſh it 
may; and if it does not, I ſhall be diſap- 
pointed of one End I propoſe by publiſhing 
the preſent Caſe) it will be well; and ſhould 
it be abuſed to the rooting out of all Faith, 
Truth, and Honour between Men and Wo- 
men, Iam clear; I have done my Duty, all 
I ought to do, all I can do. 


* See App. No. I. 
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| Hudſon, after he knew of the Contract and 


take Notice, that upon the Hearing, I ob- 


 Boyce's) that ſhe Knew nothing of the Con- 
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Had Mr. Boyce ſeparated himſelf from Miſs 


the Validity of it in Lam and Conſcience, till 
a Sentence had been given, a good deal might 
indeed have been pleaded in his Favour; 

but his Cohabitation with her after that Time, 
leaves him utterly without Excuſe, and 
ſhews, that he is not a Man of fo tender a 
Conſcience, as, I own, I myſelf once be- 
lieved he was. And therefore I muſt here 


ſerved, that Mr. Boyce did not take out the 
Licence, and aſſigned theſe two Cauſes for that 
Omiſſion, viz. Either that he knew of Miſs 
Hudſon's Contract with me; or, that ſhe had 
not conſented to marry him when the Licence 
was taken out. But this by a learned Gen- 
tleman was thought to be carrying the Mat- 
ter too far, who ſaid, that from my granting 
that Mr. Boyce ſet out with ſerious and good 
Intentions, he would rather conclude, that 
Mr. Boyce knew nothing of the Contract; 
becauſe if he had, he would not have mar- 
ried her. A kind Advocate! 

Now ſhould I argue, becauſe Miſs Hudſon 
ſet out with ſerious and good Intentions, at 
leaſt appeared to me to do 1o (and I had 
greater Opportunities of making a Judgment 
of her ſertous Intentions than I had of Mr. 


tract, purely becauſe ſhe married Mr. Boyce, 
I believe, even that learned Gentleman would 
| | at 
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at this Time think this a ſtrange Method of 
Reaſoning. 

Let him ſee whether he will like this bet- 
ter, Mr. Boyce, from the Time that Miſs 
Hudſon had confeſſed the Contract to him 
(which ſhe did before the 3d of January fol- 
lowing the Marriage) knew of the Contract, 
and from the Time that he had peruſed the 
Doctors Opinions, he knew the Validity of it 
in Law and Conſcience ;,, and, therefore, that 
he ſhould, notwithſtanding ſuch Knowledge, 
cohabit with her before a Sentence was ob- 
tained, is to me a manifeſt Proof, that he 
could make no Scruple of running the Hazard 
of Adultery; and that he was determined to 
have lived with her, whether the Sentence 
had been for or againſt him; and ſo much, 
as I have been informed, he had declared long 
before the Trial. And ſhould only this Par- 
ticular reach the Ears of the Right Rev. 
Prelate to whom he ſhall apply for Holy 
Orders, it may, perhaps, be attended with 
ſuch Conſequences as will nearly affect him 
as long as he lives. 

Little Sins eat out Conſcience by Degrees, 
but Great ones frequently deſtroy it all at 
once, eſpecially when Men are reſolved to 
defend them; and therefore, though Mr. 
Boyce might have a Regard to Conſcience be- 
fore, yet after he had married Miſs Hudſon, 
and more eſpecially if he knew of her Contrati 
with me before he married her, which cer- 
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tainly there is ſome Reaſon to ſuſpect he did; 


(and that he did not, we have nothing but his 


own Affirmation) it is no wonder if he was 
no longer ſo highly favoured. Aſter he 
knew of the Contract, and had had the Opi- 
nion of Dr. Brooke, and had ſeen thoſe of 
Dr. Paul and Dr. Strahan, it would have be- 
come a Man of much better Parts and riper 
Judgment than I believe he will pretend to, 

to have conſulted with ſome eminent Divine, 
and to have followed his Direction: Inſtead 
whereof, though 4 Divine of an excellent 
Fudgment and equal Probity, had declared, 

that he was of Opinion, that Mr. Boyce ought 
to abſjain from Miſs Hudſon till a Sentence 
ſhould be obtained, and though Mr. Boyce 
knew that eminent Divine was of that Opinion, 
yet he continued to live with her. If Mr. 

Boyce is at all deſirous of vindicating himſelf 
ſo far as to ſhew that he had a Regard to his 
Duty and to Conſcience, let him ſhew what 
eminent Divine he adviſed with, and what 

Advice he gave him. 

Mr. Boyce pretends (and who in the like 
Circumſtances would not?) that he knew 
nothing of Miſs Hudſon's Engagements to me 
before he married her. Her Letter of the 


23d of July, will ſhew what Sentiments ſhe 
then had of her Engagement to me; on the 


24th, about Four in the Afternoon, ſhe paid 
me all the Compliments ſhe could out of her 
Chamber Window, and with the greateſt 

ſeeming 
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ſeeming Complacency ; on the 25th, not above 
an Hour before Mr. Boyce came to her, ſhe 
ordered Penticroſs to give her dear Reſpetts 
to me as her Spouſe And if ſhe could receive 
Mr. Boyce's Addrefles ſo foon, or give him 
the leaſt Encouragement ; nay, if ſhe did not 
declare to him that ſhe could admit of no 
Addreſſes from him, or any other Man, but 
me, ſhe will, I believe, be univerſally al- 
low'd to be ſuch an Example of Hypocriſy, 
and a great deal more, as has not appeared 
for many Centuries. If ſhe did mention my 
Name, and the Engagements that were be- 
tween her and me, to Mr. Boyce, and he 
could, by the Aſſiſtance and Threats of her 
Mother, ftill perſiſt to ſollicit her to break 
her Promiſes, he is very well qualified for 
ſuch a Partner. For my own Part, I cannot 
but think the Method of obtaining the Li- 
cence, and the Secrecy of the Marriage, are 
ſufficient Proofs that /he had told the Father 
and Son of all. Sir John was very fond of 
the Match, Mrs. Hall had conſented to it, the 
young Spark eagerly deſired it, and there- 
fore, unleſs Miſs Hudſon herſelf had not 
conſented, there could be no Reaſon for 
ſuch clandeſtine and ſuſpicious Tranſactions, 
but the Knowledge of what had paſſed between 
Miſs Hudſon and me. If Mr. Boyce, who 
pretends to have been uttterly 1gnorant of 
Miſs Hudſon's Contract with me till after he 
had married her, defires to be believed in 

that 
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that Particular, let him ſhew what other Rea- 
ſon than is here aſſigned by me, there could 
be for ſuch ſecret and and ſuſpicious Proceed- 


ings. This I am of Opinion he will never 


be able to do; but if he ſhould, it would 
not much avail to ſhew his tender Regard to 
Honour and Conſcience, becauſe when he 
thought and believed Miſs Hudſon to be my 
Wife according to Law and Goſpel, he could 
and did offer me an ample Reward to give her 
a Releaſe, (that is, in other Words, to ſell my 
Wife to him) and to continue filent, while 
he procured an Act of Parliament to confirm 
his (then at leaſt doubtful) Marriage with 
her. 

I have been told by ſome Gentlemen, that 
no Body thinks ill of me for my Behaviour 
towards Miſs Hudſon, and that therefore 1 
need not concern myſelf in the leaſt for my 
Character, eſpecially becauſe that was ſuffi 
ciently cleared by the Judge at the 'Tral, 
and in giving Sentence; and this, in order 
to diſſuade me from publiſhing any thing in 
my own Vindication : But nevertheleſs the 
many falſe Reports that have been raiſed, will, 
I believe, ſhew, that it behoved me to clear 

myſelf even from the Suſpicion of Ill. 

Soon after the Marriage, 1t was given out, 
that I had ſent Miſs Hudſon Copies of thoſe 
Letters which I received from her; and this 
was ſo induſtrionſly and confidently reported, 
that I fear ſome of thoſe who wiſhed me 

well, 
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well gave Credit to it, at leaſt the firſt Per- 
ſon that told me of it, and that an old Friend, 
let me into the Knowledge of it in ſuch a 
Manner, as convinced me, that even that 
Friend, at that Time, thought it might be 
true. The Letters are now publick, and 
every Reader will ſoon diſcover by the Con- 
tents of them, that it was impoſſible for me 
to ſend her a Copy of any one of them. 

It has been long reported, and very lately 
too, for I was told ſo by a worthy Gentle- 
woman on the Firſt of October laſt, that Miſs 
Hudſon had her Letters out of Books ; if ſhe 
had, let it be ſhewn where ſhe had them; 
there was no ſuch Thing alledged in the 
Cauſe; nor, was it true, do I ſee how it 
would excuſe her, or affect me; ſince, let 
her have them where ſhe will, ſhe has made 
them her own by copying and ſending them 
to me. For my Part, I know but of ove Book 
out of which ſhe could have them, and that 
is /o dark a one, that I believe no Man will 
ever be able to read and underſtand it, unleſs 
this Caſe ſhall make it legible and intelligible, 
her own — Heart. 

And to ſhew what Induſtry has been uſed 
to rake up any thing, true or falſe, that 
might refle& on me, a Report has been lately 
ſpread, and Mr. Dobſon charged as the Au- 
thor of it, that I was aiding and aſſiſting to 
Mr. Johnſon, Apothecary of J/itney, in ſteal- 


ing and marrying his firſt Wife, the Siſter of 
G the 
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the above-mentioned Mr. Dobſon. This, I 
ſuppoſe, has been cheriſned and ſpread abroad 
to mitigate the Behaviour of Mr. Allen and 
Mr. Lamprey, and to ſhew my Unreaſonable- 
neſs and Partiality in blaming thoſe Gentle- 
men for doing what I myſelf had done, and 
not with ſo good a Grace:, But whether that 
be the Caſe or not, I affirm, and take upon 
me to prove it by the Regiſter of Witney, that 
Mr. Johnſon had not only married Miſs Dob- 
ſon, but had had two Sons by her before I 
had ever ſeen the Face of either of them, or 
had been ſo near the Town of WMitney as 
Eynſbame Ferry, oe knew any one Perſon in 
It. 

I have been told by many, and Perſons of 
Credit, that Sir Fohn Boyce has declared the 
Conteſt between Miſs Hudſon and me coſt 
above 500 J. Mr. Searle's Bill I ſaw, and that 
did not amount to 150 J. and therefore Sir 
John Boyce, to confirm the Truth, ought to 
declare how he diſpoſed of the reſt; for my 
Part I cannot tell, neither will I preſume to 
gueſs; tho” I believe others will find out a 
proper Perſon for Sir Fohn Boyce to give a 
good Sum to; provided the Knight ſpoke 
Truth in this Particular, which from a well 
known Talent of his, 1 declare I think he 
did not. 

Since it has been commonly reported, upon 
what Grounds I ſay not, that Mrs. Hall was 
in Love with me, and my Witneſſes were 

asked, 
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asked, whether I ever made my Courtſhip or 
Addreſſes to her? I think myſelf obliged to 
declare, that I never entertained a 7 hought 
of any ſuch Thing, and that ſhe was always 
the leaſt in my Favour of any Woman Jever 
knew that pretended to be a Gentlewoman. 
The Knight ſwears that I called her an il 
natured Bitch ; (Beaſt I own) and all my Ac- 
quaintance know with what Careleſsneſs and 
Contempt I always treated her. Mrs. Boyce 
muſt very well remember, for I am ſatisfied 
ſhe can never forget it, that about the 5th of 
November, 1728, I told her Mother before 
her Face, of all her mean, pitiful, and ſhuf- 
fling Tricks, and that ſhe broke out into 
Tears, and ſaid, God help me, if no Body 
« had a better Opinion of me than you 
% have; and that I replied, © Madam, no 
« Body that I ever talked with about you 
© has, only no Body is ſo juſt to you as to 
« tell you what Opinion he has of you, but 
« myſelf:” And that I immediately turned 
her out of my Houſe. And I can affirm, that 
even to this Day I 6annot recollect any one 
Perſon who ever ſpoke favourably of her to 
me. And therefore, though Sir John Boyce 
and Mr. Allen ſwear (what I never heard 
them ſpeak) favourably of her, I believe 
Mrs. * Kight's Character, how far ſoever 
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from a full one, will be allowed to be much 
more juſt by all that ever knew Mrs. Hall. I 
have already declared, that I have no deſign to 
give a full Character of her: As to her Juſtice 
and Honeſty, Mr. * Wilmot, Bookſeller in 
Oxford, can ſatisfy all thoſe who ſhall think 
fit to enquire of him, how ſhe practiſed thoſe 
Virtues. 

I have been often asked why I did not 
marry Miſs Hudſou when I might? To which 
I now anſwer, Becauſe I could neither take 
a falſe Oath myſelf, nor deſire another to 
ſwear, tho' ignorantly, what I knew was not 
true: Beſides, I thought it would have given 
occaſion to my Enemies (however they be- 


came ſo) to caſt Reflexions upon me, had I 


married her while ſhe was under Age; it 


might then have been ſaid, that I had indeed 


beguiled a Girl. 

I muſt be excuſed for taking Medce here, 
that the Knight's and the Eſquire's whole En- 
deavours have been to ſcreen themſelves, for- 
ſooth, from all Blame; and to ſhew that they, 

oor Innocents! knew not a Tittle of Miſs 
Hudſous Engagements to me betore her Mar- 
riage; and thereby have laid (as far as it 
was in their Power) all the Baſeneſs of that 
Action upon Mrs. Boyce, who certainly is ut- 
terly inexcuſable: But nevertheleſs one would 


* He cannot have forgot the two Catalogues, 


think, 
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think, that they might have been ſo favour- 
able to her, as to have owned themſelves 
chargeable with ſome Part of the Guilt; 
which Iam fully perſuaded (and, if I miſtake 
not, all that ſhall read this Caſe will be of the 
ſame Opinion) they might haye done with- 
out the leaſt Violation of Truth. I affirm, 
that I have been informed by Perſons of un- , 
doubted Credit, that ſhe has often told the 
Knight and the Eſquire to their Faces, ſince 
ſhe was cited into the Arches, that they 
knew every thing before her Marriage, that 
they have done fince, and I declare, I am 
ſtill ſo fayourable to her as firmly to believe 
they did. Every Body muſt ſee, that fo 
much Guilt has been contracted as is too great 
a Burden for any one Perſon to bear; and 
therefore (I think) the Knight and the 
Eſquire ought in pure Gratitude and Pity to 
Mrs. Boyce to take their Shares of it. 

Mr. Boyce has, at my Expence, and very 
great Fatigue, got this great Adyantage, thac 
he can now hold Mrs. Boyce faſt, and his 
Children will be here eſteemed (how they 
may appear in Heaven is their Buſineſs to en- 
quire) undoubtedly legitimate; whereas, 
had I accepted of the Reward that was offered 
me, and never cited Miſs Hudſon into the 
Arches, and ſhould ſhe have proved fickle 
(and to ſuppoſe that ſhe might, can, I think, 
now argue no Uncharitableneſs) ſhe would 
have had it in her Power after I had been 
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rotten in my Grave, and he himſelf dead, and 
ſooner, by marrying another, to have baſtar- 


. dized his Children, by Vertue of her Contract 


with me. The Sentence obtained by me 
will therefore be interpreted by the learned 
and impartial Reader a great Service to Mr. 
Boyce; a Service which may be allowed to 
deſerve Thanks, tho? expect none for it. 
Since I have in this Caſe mentioned many 
Particulars which might have been pleaded 
in my Libel, and would certainly have been 
admitted by the Court, it may perhaps be 


wondered why they were not: When I gave 


Inſtructions for drawing my Libel, I was not 
willing to expoſe Miſs Hudſon (thinking her 
then my Wife) one Jot farther than was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to obtain a Sentence in Fa- 
your of our Contract, nor to give her any 
unneceſſary Temptations to perjure herſelf, 
which I feared the charging her with the 
Careſſes I received from her, might have 
been. 

I muſt own, that I ſuggeſted to Mr. Boyce, 
that I had a Witneſs to the Contract (and I 
am ſtill perſuaded, that I might have had 
two had ] deſired it, or entertained the leaſt 
Suſpicion of her Honour, or Fear of her 
Conſtancy and Reſolution) which I did to 
preſerve Miſs Hudſon from the Guilt of Per- 
Jury; (I with that would have done it) but if 


that was a F _ and the Reaſon given will 


not excuſe it, I ask Pardon for it. And I 


Or, The Haſty Marriage. 87 
will add, and I flatter myſelf my Letter to Mrs. 
Hall will gain me Credit in this Particular, 
that I was ſo fully aſſured of her Honour and 
Conſtancy, that, had ſhe offered to have con- 
tracted herſelf to me over again, and in the 
ſame Manner, in the Preſence of Mr. Milliam 
Meals (who was truſted by us both) and 
John Penticroſs, J am ſatisfied I ſhould have 
been ſo far from accepting it, that I ſhould 
have blamed her for it, and interpreted that 
Offer as an Inſinuation that I entertained an 
ungenerous Diſtruſt of her Faith and Ve- 
racity. 

To ſhew how willing I am to do Juſtice to 
every Body (if that will do it) I declare I 
am ſatisfied that Lady Boyce was as ignorant 
of Mits Hudſon's Marriage, as I was myſelf. 

I hear Mrs. Boyce is now got very bold and 
ſtout; and ſhould ſhe be thoroughly hardned 
too, I ſhould not wonder at it; thoſe that per- 
verted her may very reaſonably be expected 
to harden her. Mr. Boyce (who, 1 own, 
has no Credit with me) told me, that ſhe was 
very careleſs, and valued not what I could 
ſay or write of her; but nevertheleſs I am 
well ſatisfied, that foon after her Marriage, 
ſhe had a full Senſe of the vile Action ſhe 
had been guilty of, and that ſhe was very 
melancholick upon it. It has been to pub- 
lickly reported, that I believe moit People 
in and about Oxford have heard, that the 


Monday after the Marriage, Lady Goyce went 
G 4 £0 


-- 


- - * =— - * — _ by - - 
. . - : a _ — == = | - ” = 4 AF þ + 7 * * 4x | | 4 
' ' - R = 0 2 3 l CIS E _ 3 N * => — 
2 — Woe « =» = & So ö 2 1328 0 . +.” 3 K ow 9 2 \ * 6 4 1 4 — 7 2 Ez 
SC 5 12 * n 3 E 4 , > »- ae + N « . - -. * DESI — —— —2 IX wa — w . — 
4 — — 3 2 — — — 222 — — wage a mera — — — — ook. g — —— IE — - L 


« 4 I. 1 
n 
— @ - 


— 


$—_— - 


* 9 » I 
— „ 
8 ” . 


88 The CONTRACT FViolated: 


to viſit her at Barton, and finding her dull 
(which I ſuppoſe her Ladyſhip had heard, 
and therefore went to comfort her) ſaid to 
her, What, dull, my Dear? You ſhould 
«© be enjoying yourſelf ” And that ſhe re- 
plied, before Mr. Boyce his Face, “ Enjoy- 
ing myſelf! Madam, I never expect a 
= Day s Enjoyment while I live; ” and this, 
I believe, Lady Boyce will not deny. 

Mrs. Bartholomew told me, that ſhe had 
taken her to Task for having uſed me ſo ill; 
and that all the Excuſe ſhe made to her, was, 
« Tt (meaning her Marriage) was done, and 
could not be holpen.” 

The Widow Fames of Eynſham, a Woman 
of very good Reputation for Sobriety and 
Veracity, told me, that foon after the Mar- 
riage of Miss Hudſon, Mrs. Hall came to her 
and diſcourſed with her about the Fatigue 
ſhe had had with her Daughter; and that ſhe 
ſaid to Mrs. Hall, © Sure, Madam, you 
© have a very obedient Daughter who could 
«© marry another ſo ſoon after ſhe had gone 
« to far with Mr. Goole,” And that Mrs, 
Fall replied, & I was too haſty ; but to tell 
« you the Truth, Neighbour, ſhe could not 
« help it, for we forced her.” Mrs. Hall ne- 
ver was uſed, I believe, to ſpeak in a Royal 
Stile, and therefore I take it for granted, 
that the Knight at leaſt was included in that 
We, and how many more might, I will not 
lay; Sir Jobs Poyce, and another Confede- 

Tate 
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rate of Mrs. Hall's and his (whom I will not 
name) beſt can tell. 

All theſe Particulars are to Mrs. Boyce's 
Advantage, and deſigned ſo by me; and I 
declare farther, that did I know any thing 
elſe that would in any meaſure tend to mi- 
tigate her Fault, I would with more Pleaſure 
have publiſhed it, than I have thoſe things 
that bear hardeſt upon her. And I appeal to 
every Body with whom I ever diſcourſed 
about her, and my very unfortunate Corre- 
ſpondence with her, whether I did not con- 
ſtantly, during our Conteſt, excuſe her as 
much as poſſibly I could; and whether, 
when ſhe has been uſed as eyery Body but 
me thought ſhe deſerved, I have not defired 
that ſhe might be ſpared till I could learn the 
whole Truth from her own Mouth, which 
now I never expect to do, but own, I ſhould 
yet be glad to come at it any other fair 
Way. 

After all, if Miſs Hudſon was either crafti- 
ly and knaviſhly deluded, or forced to marry 
Mr. Boyce (and if ſhe was either of the two, 
ſhe will be very much wanting to herſelf if 
ihe does not publiſh how and by whom) ſhe 
is even yet ſomewhat to be pitied; if not, all 
Men muſt be alike to her, and I am moſt hap- 
pily delivered from her; and was I ſure of 
this, I ſhould think myſelf obliged to return 
Publick Thanks for my Deliyerance, 
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Should any Gentleman mentioned in this 
haſty, inaccurate and 1ncoherent Narrative, 
who may think himſelf treated with too 
much Freedom, expoſtulate with me for it 
by Letter, Carriage paid, he ſhall be ſure of 
a proper and Gentleman-like Anſwer; and 
if he ſhall chuſe to publiſh an Anſwer to it 
(with his Name in the Title Page) which 
ſhall be allowed to be Gentleman-like and 
juſt, he ſhall have a ſuitable Reply: In 
which, ſhould he convince me, or any Man 
of Honour, that I have been guilty of any 
Injury or Indecency, I will not only confeſs 
my Fault, but thank him for making me 
fenfible. of it. And ſhould the fame Spirit of 
Injuſtice, which has loaded me with irrepa- 
rable Injuries and groundleſs Calumnies, 
prompt any one to anſwer me with ſcurrilous 
and undeſerved Reproaches, I ſhall pity him, 
and deſpiſe them. 
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Contract Violated, &C. 


NUMBER I. 


The Whole Duty of Man, Sunday 1 5, Par. 18. 


UT above all Things, let all take 
heed that they make not ſuch Mar- 
riages, as may not only be ill in their 
Effects, but are actual Sins at the 
Time; ſuch are the Marriages of thoſe that were 
formerly promiſed to ſome other; in which Cale, tis 
ſure, they rightly belong to thoſe, to whom they 
paſſed the firſt Promiſe; and then for any other 
to marry them, during the Life of that Perſon, 
is to take the Husband or Wife of that other, 
which is direct Adultery, as St. Paul tells us, 


Rom. vii. 360 ' 46 wh 72 F e 7 
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2 ST EENDIANA. 
The Caſe and Queries, agreed to by Mr. Boyce 
and Mr. Goole z; and Dr. Strahan's Opinion 
upon them. 

A. B. ſingle Woman, aged 19, (without Con- 


ſent of Friends) enters into an abſolute Contract, 


de præſenti, of Marriage, with C. D. Aﬀeer ſuch 
Contract A. B. de facto marries E. F. 


1 Q, Is it in the Power of C. D. to give A. B. 
ſuch a Releaſe from the Contract aforeſaid, as 
will make her Marriage with E. F. legal and valid? 


A Contract de præſenti is a real Marriage, and 
only wants the outward Form and Ceremony: And 
it is not in the Power of the contracting Parties to 
releaſe one another from ſuch Contract. I don't 
think the Woman's being a Minor, and her en- 
tring into this Contract without Conſent of Friends, 
will much vary the Caſe. For ſhe was of ſufficient 
Age to contract Matrimony ; and, altho' ſhe 
ought not to have entered into ſuch Contract, 
without the Conſent of her Parents or Guardians, 
yet the Want of ſuch Conſent does not deſtroy the 
Contract, no more than it would deſtroy a Mar- 
riage ſolemnized in the Face of the Church. 


2 O. If ſuch a Releaſe may by Law be given 
by C. D. would it not be proper for A. B. and 
E. F. to ſolemnize Matrimony again? 


As no ſuch Releaſe can by Law be given by 
C. D. it would be to no Purpoſe for 4 B. and 
E. F. to ſolemnize Matrimony over again. For 
the Contract, which cannot be releaſed, remains 
ſtill a Bar to any ſubſequent Marriage. 

| WILLIAM STRAHAN. 
Doctor s- Commons, Fan. Lo, 1731-2. 


Another 
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Another Opinion upon the ſame Cafe and 
Queries. 


By the Canon-Law, as it is received in England, 
and become Part of the Laus of the Realm, a 
Contract in Words of the preſent Time, ſeriouſly 
and ſolemnly made, is, in Truth and Subſtance, 
Matrimony indiſſoluble. It has been the general 
Opinion of learned Divines and Lawyers, that, 
tho* there ſhould be no Evidence, according to the 
Rules of the Law, of ſuch Spor:ſals, the Parties ha- 
ving really, tho' ſecretly, contracted themſelves, 
yer they are thereby become ſo far Man and 
Wife before God, that neither can, with a ſafe 
and good Conſcience, marry elſewhere, ſo long as 
the other Party liveth. 

A Woman may contra& herſelf abſolutely 
when ſhe is Pubes, which is deemed at Law a 
Ripeneſs of Age fit for Marriage, in Women at 
12, in Men at the Age of 14 Years. 

Upon the whole Caſe therefore, JI am of Opi- 
nion, that 4. B. aged 19, by entring into an ab- 
ſolute Contract of the preſent Time with C. D. may 
be compelled, by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures, to ſo- 
lemnize a Marriage with him in the Face of the 
Chucrch ; and that the Marriage with E. E. will 
(upon proper Proofs of the above-ſtated Contract) 
be adjudged null and void in Law. 

I am induced to be of the above Opinion from 
the Text Law in the Decretals, Lib. 4. Tit. 1. ch. 
31, The Words are, 


Si inter Virum & Mulierem legitimus Conſenſus 
interveniat de præſenti, ita quod unus alterum mu- 
tuo conſenſu verbis conſuetis expreſſo accipiat, utroq; 

a 2 dicente 
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dicente © Ego te in meam recipio,” & © Ego te in 
& meum, vel alia verba Conſenſum exprimentia de 
preſenti, five fit Furamentum interpoſitum, vel non, 
non licet alteri ad alia Vota tranſire, quod fi fuerit 
ſecundum Matrimonium de facto contractum (etianſi 
fit carnalis copula ſubſecuta) ſeparari debet, & 
primum in ſua firmitate manere. i, 


Copied by me G. PA ut, 
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Albeit there be no Witneſſes of the Contract, 
yet the Parties having verily (tho ſecretly) con- 
trafted Matrimony, they are Man and Wife be- 
fore God ; neither can either of them, with ſafe 
Conſcience, marry elſewhere, ſo long as the other 
Party liveth ; for Proof is not of the Eſſence of Ma- 
trimony ; and, if it were, yet their Conſciences 
ſhall be as a thouſand Witneſſes before the Tri- 
bunal of the immortal God, though it be other- 
wiſe in the Judgment of mortal Man. 


Theſe, with the Opinion of Dr. Brooke, and 
another, which I eſteemed equal to all the Civi- 
lians, are the Authorities upon which I cited Miſs 


Hudſon into the Arches. 
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APPENDIX 5 
NUMBER II. 


Mr. Goor E his Libel. 


He alledgeth, . 
I. Imprimis, HAT in or about the Month 

| of April, 1731, the Rev. Mr. 
John Goole, of Vituey in the County of Oxford, 
Clerk, being a Widower, and free from all Ma- 
trimonial Contracts, did make his Courtſhip and 
Addreſſes, in the Way of Marriage, to Margaret 
Hud/on, then living with her Mother Mrs. Marga- 
ret Hall, Widow, in the Pariſh of Eyuſbam in the 
County of Oxford, a Spinſter, of the Age of 19 
Years and upwards, and free from all Matrimo- 
nial Contracts; and ſuch his Addreſſes were well 
received, liked and approved of by the ſaid Mar- 
garet Hudſon. And this was and is true, publick 
and notorious, and well known to the faid 
Margaret Hudſon, now calling herſelf Boyce; the 
pretended Wife of John Boyce, Eſq; the Party in 
this Cauie. 

II. Item, That ſome time in Eaſter Week in the 
ſaid Month of April, the ſaid Fobn Goole, the Par- 
ty Proponent, wrote and {ent two Letters to the 
ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, which 
ſhe received, and on or about the 5th of May fol- 
lowing, ſhe the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling 
herſelf Boyce, wrote a Letter with her own Hand, 
marked No 1. and ſent it to the Party Proponent 
by one John Penticroſs, wherein ſhe acquainted 
him, that her Mother was gone from home, and 
deſired to ſee him that Afternoon, and bade him, 
the ſaid Penticroſs, carry ſuch Letter directly to 


the ſaid Party Proponent, who was then at H7tner, 
a 3 which 


ENA 


which is three Miles from Hyuſbam, which he ac- 
cordingly did. 

III. tem, That the ſaid Party Proponent, 
immediately upon the Receipt of the ſaid Letter 
(to wit) the tame Day, waited upon the ſaid 
Margaret Hudſon, now calling herſelf Boyce, at 
her ſaid Mother's Houſe, at Eynſbam aforeſaid, 
where being kindly received by the ſaid Margaret 
Hudſon, now calling herſelf Boyce, he, the ſaid 
Party Proponent, after ſome Diſcourſe between 
them, kneeling on his Right Knee, ſaid, Dear 
6 Miſs, J here ſolemnly, inthe Preſence of God, 
engage myſelf to you; you ſhall not now engage 
* yourſelf to me, you ſhall take your own 'Time 
* for it.” And thereupon the ſaid Margaret 
Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, took him up, 
and ſaid, it was all one as if ſhe had, or Words to 
that Effect. | 
IV. Item, That the faid Party Proponent, after 
he had engaged himſelf to her the ſaid Margaret 
Hud ſon, calling herſelf Boyce, as pleaded in the 
foregoing Article, defired her to endeavour to find 
out her Mother's Inclinations and Intentions, and 
to know whether ſhe would conſent to their being 
marricd together; which ſhe promiſed to do. 

V. Item, That the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, cal- 
ling herſelf Boyce, did, in Purſuance to the Deſire 
of the {aid Party Proponent, mention his Name, 
and the Eſteem and Value he had for her, to 
her ſaid Mother; who ſaid, She never would 
conſent to their being married together, and gave 
her ſaid Daughter ſtrict Orders to flight and neglect 
him, and not to ice him. Ard ſhe, the ſaid Mar- 
garet Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, then wrote to 
the {aid 7%n Goole, the Party Proponent, acquaint- 
ing him, that her Mother would not give her 
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Conſent; which Letter, marked No 2, ſhe ſent 
h im by the ſaid Fohn Penticroſs. 

VI. Item, That thereupon the ſaid Party Pro- 
ponent wrote a Letter to the ſaid Margaret Hud- 
ſon, calling herſelf Boyce; and, by reaſon that her 
Mother was averſe to, and would not conſent to 
their intended Marriage, he therein offered to de- 
fiſt from his Pretenſions, and reſign her; and ſhe, 


the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, 


then wrote another Letter to the ſaid Party Pro- 
ponent, dated the 16th Day of May, 1731, mark- 
ed No g. and ſent it to him by the ſaid ohn Pen- 
ticroſs. 

VII. Item, That the ſaid Party Proponent, and 
the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, 
between the ſaid 16th Day of May and the 22d Day 
of the ſame Month, met ſeveral times together pri- 
vately ; and ſhe the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling 
herſelf Boyce, having, between the ſaid Times, 
appointed to meet him at the Houſe of the afore- 
ſaid John Penticroſs, and diſappointed him, and 


not met him according to her ſaid Promiſe, and 


being fearful that their Meetings would be diſco- 
yered by her Mother, wrote a Letter, dated the 
ſaid 22d Day of May, marked Ne 4. and ſent it 
to him by the ſaid Zobn Penticroſs. 

VIII. Item, That the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, 
calling herſelf Boyce, on or about the 28th Day of 
May, wrote another Letter to the ſaid Party Pro- 
ponent, marked No 5, and ſent it to him by the 
ſaid John Penticroſs, wherein ſhe acquainted and 
directed him where, and in what manner, he 
ſhould meet her; and they accordingly, vera! 
times after that, met together, in the Manner, 
and at the Place, in the ſaid Letter mentioned; 
and on the 7th Day of June following ſhe wrote 

a 4 the 
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the Letter marked No 6. and ſent it to him the 

ſaid 7obn Goole, by the ſaid John Penticroſs. 
IX. ſtem, Ihe Party Proponent, for Supply of 
Proof of the Premiſes, doth exhibit, and hereun- 
to annex, the ſaid ſeveral Letters, marked No 
I, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, and doth alledge, that they 
are totally wrote and ſubſcribed, and the Covers 
of the Letters marked No 1 and 5, ſuperſcribed 
by and with che proper Hand-writing of Marga- 
ret Hudſon, calling herſelt Boyce, the Party in this 
Cauſe, and ſo well known to be by ſeveral Perſons 
whohaveſeen her write, and are wellacquainted with 
her Manner and Character of Hand-writing; and 
that the ſame were by her given and delivered to 
the {aid John Penticroſs, to carry to the ſaid Party 
Proponent; and are the very ſame Letters that 
were by him received from the ſaid Margaret Hud- 
ſen, calling herſelf Boyce, and that were delivered 
by him to the ſaid Party Proponent. 

X. ſtem, That on or about the roth Day of 
Func following, the ſaid Party Proponent being 
with the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf 
Boyce, in the Parlour of her ſaid Mother's Houſe, 
at Eynſham aforeſaid ; and ſhe, the ſaid Margaret 
Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, ſpeaking to the ſaid 
N Goole, Party Proponent, ſaid, © Dear Sir, 
* you have engaged yourſelf to me in the moſt 
* honourable Manner that ever Gentleman en- 
& gaged himfelf to his Miſtreſs, and I think it is 
time for me to engage my ſelf to you, or to 
that Effect. And the ſaid Party Proponent then 
anſwered, © My Dear, tho' I was reſolved never 
< to preſs you to it, yet you may aſſure yourſelf 
©© Iſhall accept of it with great Joy and Gratitude; 
© and, if you approve of it, I know of no Me- 
** thad more binding, or more ſacred, than the 

| * Office 
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6 Office of the Church, which I am ſure I can 
repeat. To which ſhe replied, © With all 
% my Heart. | | 
XI. Item, That the ſaid Pary Proponent, 7obn 

Goole, and Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, 
the Party in this Cauſe, did, thereupon, imme- 
diately contract true, pure and perfect Matrimo- 
ny, to and with eachother (per verba de praſenti) 
ad id apta & idonea, mutuum eorum aſſenſum & con- 
ſenſum exprimentia, in the Manner and Words 
following, viz. He, the ſaid Fobn Goole, with his 
Right Hand taking her the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, 
calling herſelf Boyce, by her Right Hand, ſaid, I, 
John, take thee, Margaret, to my wedded Wife, 
to have and to hold, from this Day forward, for 
better for worſe, for richer for poorer, in Sickneſs 
and in Health, to love and to cheriſh, till Death 
us do part, and thereto I plight thee my Troth. 
And he then letting go her Right Hand, faid, 
My Dear, now you muſt take me by my Right 
Hand, which ſhe did; and then he ſaid to her, Say 
after me; and he then ſaid the following Words, 
which ſhe repeated after him, I, Margaret, take thee, 
Fobn, to my wedded Husband, to have and to 
hold, from this Day forward, for better for worle, 
for richer for poorer, jn Sickneſs and in Health, 
till Death us do part, and thereto I plight thee 
my Troth. After which, the ſaid Party Propo- 
nent ſaid to her, My Dear, I left out to love, 
* honour and obey,” To which ſhe anſwered, 
Ah, dear Sir, how came you to leave out thoſe 
«© Words? And he replied, © I don't know; 
© but they ſhould be in; and ſhe ſaying, © So 
“they ſhould ; ” he ſaid, © Madam, you muſt 
© begin again.” And ſhe thereupon with her 
Right Hand took him by his Right Hand, 1 

then 
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then ſaid the following Words, which ſhe repeated 
after him, viz. I, Margaret, take thee, John, 
to my wedded Husband, to have and to hold, 
from this Day forward, for better for worſe, for 
richer for poorer, in Sickneſs and in Health, to love, 
honour, and obey, till Death us do part, and there- 
to J plight thee my Troth. And then the ſaid 
Mr. Goole took a Ring out of his Pocket, with 
which he deſigned to marry her, and put it on the 
fourth Finger of her Left Hand, and holding it 
there, faid, With this Ring I thee wed, with my 
Body I thee worſhip, with all my worldly Goods 
i thee endow, in the Name of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And then the ſaid 
Party Proponent ſaid, © Now, my Dear, you 
are my Wife as much as ever you can be in 
* the Preſence of God.” To which ſhe replied, 
„Jes. And this was and is true, publick and 
notorious, and well known to the ſaid Margaret 
Hudſon, calling herielf Boyce, and ſo much ſhe 
knows in her Conſcience to be true. 

XII. tem, That for Supply of Proof of the 
Premiſes in the foregoing Article, the Party Pro- 
ponent doth exhibit the {aid Ring, with tne In- 
icription therein, Creſcat Amor; and doth alledge, 
that it is the very ſame Ring which he put upon 
the ſourth Finger of the Left Hand of the jaid 
Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, as before 
pleaded ; bur the being apprehenſive her Mother 
ſhould ſearch her, and find the Ring in her Poſſeſ- 
ſion, returned it to him, the ſaid ohn Goole, to 
keep till their Marriage ſhould be ſolemnized in 
the Church. 

XIII. tem, That between the aid roth Day 


of June, 173 l, and the 25th of 7uly, the faid Party 
Proponent wrote ſcveral Letters to the ſaid Mar- 
| garet 
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garet Hudſon, calling heſelf Boyce, which he ſent 
by the aforeſaid Fobn Penticroſs, and were re- 
ceived by her; wherein he addreſſed himſelf to 
her as his Spouſe, and ſubſcribed himſelf her ten- 
der and affectionate Husband. And ſhe wrote ſe- 
veral Letters to him, in which ſhe ſubſcribed her- 
{elf his Eſpouſe. 

XIV. Item, That the ſaid 1 Hudſon, 
calling herſelf Boyce, between the ſaid roth and 
27th of June, 1131, wrote the ſeveral Letters 
hereunto annexed, marked, No , 8, and 9, and 
ſent them to the ſaid 70hn Penticroſs to the ſaid 
Party Proponent, which he received; and which 
Letters the ſaid Party Proponent doth alledge 
are all totally wrote and ſubſcribed by and with 
the proper Hand-writing of the ſaid Margaret 
Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce; and are fo known 
to be by ſeveral Perſons who have ſeen her write, 
and are well acquainted with her Manner and Cha- 
racer of Hand-writing ; and are the very ſame 
Letters that were by her delivered to the ſaid John 
Penticroſs ,to carry to the ſaid Party Proponent, 
and which he delivered to him accordingly. 

XV. tem, That on or about the ſaid 25th Day 
of June, the ſaid Party Proponent, being with 
the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf 
Boyce, and intending on the 2gth of the ſaid 
Month to go to London, defired her to write to 
him ; and becauſe her Letters were to go by the Ge- 
neral Poſt, to alter her Method of Addreis, which 
ſhe accordingly did, and wrote to him the Letter 
marked No 10. which Letter the Party Propo- 
nent doth alſo exhibit, and alledge the ſame is all 
of the proper Hand- writing of the ſaid Margaret 
Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, and ſo well known 
to be by ſeveral Perſons who have often ſeen her 


write, 
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write, and are well acquainted with her Manner 
and Character of Hand-writing ; and doth alſo 
alledge, that the ſame was by her delivered to the 
ſaid John Penticroſs, to be ſent by the General 
Poſt to the ſaid Party Proponent in London, on or 
about the Day of the Date thereof, under a Cover, 
directed to Thomas Martin, Eſq; at the Craſbopper 
in Lombard-ſireet, London, and was, by the ſaid 
Fobn Penticroſs, put into the General Poſt-Office. 
XVI. Item, That the ſaid Party Proponent, 
upon Receipt of the laſt mentioned Letter, wrote 
a Letter to the faid Mirgaret Hudſen, calling her- 
ſelf Boyce, and therein deſired he might have a 
Letter from her as he returned from London. 
XVII. Jem, That the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, 
calling herſelf Boyce, according to the Deſire and 
Requeſt of the ſaid Party Proponent, wrote a Let- 
ter to him, and delivered it to the ſaid ohn Pen- 
ticroſs, to carry to him; which Letter was 
brought by the faid Fobn Penticroſs to him at 
Eynſham, in his Way from London. 
XVIII. em, That the Party Proponent, for 
Supply of Proof of the Premiſes in the forego- 
ing Article, doth exhibit the ſaid Letter, marked 
No 11. dated July the 8th, 1731, and doth al- 
ledge, that the ſame is totally wrote and ſubſcri- 
bed by and with the proper Hand-writing of the 
Rid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, and fo 
known to be by ſeveral Perſons who have ſeen her 
write, and are well acquainred with her Manner 
and Character of Hand-writing, and was by her, 
on or about the Date thereof, ſent by the faid 
ohn Penticroſs, to the ſaid Party Proponent. 
XIX. Item, That ſoon after the Party Propo- 
nent's Return from London, as before pleaded, 


the Mother of the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling 
herſelt 
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herſelf Boyce, having diſcovered, that ſne and the 
party Proponent oftentimes met and correſponded 
together, did thereupon confine her ſaid Daughter, 
and would not permit her to go from home, or 
ſuffer any Meſſage or Letter from the Party Pro- 
ponent to be delivered to her. 

XX. tem, That notwithſtanding the Mother of 
the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, 
kept her ſaid Daughter confined, as aforeſaid, yet 
ſhe found Means to convey to the Party Propo- 
nent, by the aforeſaid John Penticroſs, the ſeveral 
Letters marked No 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
which Letters the Party Proponent doth here ex- 
hibit, and alledge, they are totally wrote and ſub- 
{cribed by and with the proper Hand-writing of the 
ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, and fo 
known to be by ſeveral Perſons who have ſeen her 
write, and are well acquainted with her Manner 
and Character of Hand-writing, and that the 
were by her delivered to the ſaid John — 
to carry to the Party Proponent, between the 
Time of his Return from London and the 25th of 
Fuly following, which was the Day the laſt Letter, 
marked No 17. was delivered to the ſaid Zobn Pen- 
ticroſs, to carry to the Party Proponent; and the 
Party Proponent does alledge, that the ſeveral Ob- 
literations which do appear to be made on the ſaid 
Letter, Ne 12. were ſo made by the ſaid Margaret 
Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, before ſhe ſent the 
ſame to the Party Proponent. 

XXI. Item, That when the ſaid Margaret Hud- 
ſon, calling herſelf Boyce, delivered the ſaid Let- 
ter, marked No 1). to the ſaid Fobn Penticroſs, 
ſhe ordered him to attend her on Thurſday the 
29th Day of the ſaid Month of July, in order, 
that ſhe might give him ſome farther Directions re- 

lating 
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lating to the Correſpondence ſhe was then carrying 
on between her and the ſaid Fohn Goole, which he 
accordingly did, but did not ſee her; and on that 
Day ſhe ſolemnized, or rather profaned, a pre- 
tended Marriage with 7obn Boyce, of the City of 
Oxford, Eſq; | 


The two remaining Articles being in Latin, and 
containing only Matter of Form, are therefore 
omitted. | 


Mi. 


Miſs HD ON LETTERS. 


NoumsBEr I. 


To the Rev. Mr. Goo LR at Witney. 


Or. | 
M* Mamma is gone to Bletchington, and to 
continue there till Thurſday next, ſo if you 


are not otherways engaged, I ſhall be glad of your 
Company this afternoon. I am, 
SIR, 
May the 5th, Tour bumble Servant, 
1731. M. H. 


NuMBER II. 


Dear S', 
1 Have talk'd with my Mamma at a diſtance, 
and ſlightly mentioned your Value and Eſteem 
for me; for I thought it would not be ſo proper 
to tell her directly you Loved me; and I find ſhe is 
reſolved never to give her conſent, and declared 


further, that ſhe had rather follow me to the 
Grave 
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Grave then ſee me Vours; and charged me on 
my duty, to give you no encouragement, but 
flight and neglect you as much as poffible; and if 
you offer any thing of that Nature to her, ſhe 
will forbid you the Houſe. 

1 defired to know what objections ſhe had 
againſt you; ſhe anſwered me ſeveral, but the 
greateſt was, you could not ſettle anſwerable to 
my Fortune (If I married with her conſent) tho 
if I married without it, ſhe would give bur little ; 
and, what ever pretences of Love you made to me, 
your chief deſign was upon my Fortune, and that 
I ſhould find when I was in your Power. 

Madam, Mr. Goole dont deſire to touch my For- 
tune, but will leave the ſettling of it to my own 
liking ; but even that will not do, for ſhe is fixed as 
fate, and it is impoſſible to move ber; ſo I muſt of 
neceſſity be unhappy or diſobedient. Be it which 
way it will, you ſhall always have a place in the 
affections of 


May 11, 1731. M. Hu Ds0N. 


NUMBER III. 


y ouR Abſence, Dear Sir, would be inſup- 

portable, were I not relieved by thoſe ten- 
der and affectionate Expreſſions I receive from you 
in your Letters, which, I believe (or at leaſt 
flatter myſelf) they come from the Heart. 

Tou tell me in your laſt, that you will reſigu me to 
any other that I thought could make me bappy ; but 
don't wrong my Love, nor think I can be capable 
of asking ſo unjuſt a thing; or if any thought that 
would be prejudicial to you, ſhould riſe in my Soul 
(which I can ſcarce think there will] yet it would 
uot continue long, for your Idea is fixed in my 
breaſt, 


ex. 


breaſt, ſo that it is impoſſible for time, or abſence, 
or any thing but death to remove it. 

You ſeem not to be apprehenſive of my Mam- 
mas diſpoſing of me to any other, tho ſhe hinted 
ſomething of that nature to me, and ſay'd, he had 
a large Eſtate, and kept his Coach ; but who it is 
I cannot tell, but perhaps ſhall hear more of it, 
and when I do I will let you know. 

It is not the vain pomp of a Gay Equipage that 
can dazle my imagination, ſo much as to make me 
part with that peace and tranquility I hope to en- 
Joy with you. I am, 


Dear Sir, 
| Tour humble Servant, 
May 16th, 1731. M. H. 
Nu uB ER IV. 


Dear Sir, 


1 AM very ſorry I ſhould treſpaſs upon your 

patience in making you wait ſo long, and to 
diſappoint you at laſt ; but J hope you will be ſo 
good as to excuſe it, For my Mamma, ſeeing you 
ride by, kept me ſo cloſe all the reſt of the Even- 
ing, that it was impoſſible for me to come to you, 
without being diſcovered ; and I am ſo narrowly 
watched abroad, that if I eſcaped her Eye, 1 
was fearfull I ſhould not the reſt. 

I expe&t every day my Mamma will be in- 
formed of our Meeting, ſo I thought it would be 
proper to tell her 1 ſaw you accidentally one 
Evening as you paſſed by ; and that ſeveral Peo- 
ple ſaw you ſpeak to me; and that I heard ſince, 
that they ſay'd, I went on purpoſe to meet you. 
So, I hope, I have prepared her for the worſt that 

can 
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can be ſayd of us; however, ſhe is pretty eaſy for 
the preſent, but whenever ſhe ſees you are in 
Town, ſhe is very watchfull of me, and dont care 
I ſhould go out of her Sight. | 
Tho' I am deprived of that Innocent pleaſure 
which I enjoyed in your converſation, pray write to 


. me, that I may have that unſpeakable Satisfaction 


of reading Tour thoughts. ] hope it will not be in 
the power of any perſon to put a Stop to our corre 
ſpondence, tho they have to our meeting. : 
I was exceedingly concern'd, that I ſhould be ſo 
unfortunate as not to ſee you at the time ap- 
pointed; and more ſo, becauſe I fear you was 
very uneaſy at my diſappointing of you, tho! ir 


was what could not be hope. 


Pray dont diſcompoſe the quiet of your mind 
upon the account of ns 
May the 22d, 1731. M. Hups oN. 


Nun BER V. 
To the Revi Mr. Goo tr, Preſent. 


Dear Sir 


J CAN now inform you ſomething more of your 


intended Rival, tho' I have nor ſeen him yet, 
but my Mamma. and I have had ſome diſcourſe 
about it; and I find it is the Gent. that has 
the Mortgage of the Eſtate my Mamma has lately 
purchaſed ; and when the Money is paid (which 
will be ſome time next month) there will be an 
Interview. | | | 
But I have made ſome objections already, which 
are theſe: he has a Mother and two Siſters lives 
with him, and he is a Farmer ; * and beſides — 
b Hi 
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this (he is one, by what I have heard) that has 
not had a Liberal Education ; and the converſa- 
tion of theſe Farmers ſeems ſo diſagreeable to me, 
that, tho they may make good Bailiffs, I can 
ſcarce think they can be good Companions. 

But in anſwer to this, my Mamma tells me, 
he has a good Eſtate and that will make up all 
defects. SY | 

That may, Madam, with Perſons that prefer 
money before every thing elſe, but I dont care to 
Sacrifice myſelf to one I cannot love. | 

I am afraid the perſon you like is Mr. Goole ; 
but ſure you will not be ſo mad as to marry him, 
one that has neither honour nor honeſty, and only 
wants your fortune to pay his debts, and will 
keep a Miſtreſs under your Noſe. Nay, if you 
will have him, I aſſure you, neither of you ſhall 
come within my Doors any more, but I will give 
you what you are to have, and will have nothing 
more to ſay to you, I had rather you would mar- 
ry any Body then him; and if you are in haſte for 
| — I can provide one as ſoon as you 

pleaſe. : 

I fayd, I was not in haſte ; neither would I 
marry yet, were it ever ſo much to my Adyan- 


rage. | | 

To I bear your abſence as well as poſſible, yet I 
Should be glad to have an Hour's converſation with 
you before you go your Fourney ; and I believe the 
ſafeſt way will be to come at Eleven at night, 
and I will leave the Garden-Door open, under the 
Filbeard Trees, that you may walk down, and I 
will meet you at the 4 


- 


Mr. Bunce, 


I am 


3 6 
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I am ſorry to give you ſo much trouble, and to 
expoſe you to the Inclemency of the Weather 
yet I hope at that time of Night we ſhall eſcape 
all Eyes and Ears. Pray let me know what even- 
ing will be convenient for you, becauſe it is equal 
to me, I am, 


Dear Sir, 
May 28, 1731. Tour bumble Servant, 
M. Hups oN. 
Nu BER VI. 


My deareſt Love, 


T H E only pleaſure I can enjoy, without con- 

verſing with you, is to hear you are well, 
and that you got ſafe home; for I muſt own I 
am anxious for your ſafety, when you are abroad 
ſo late: For how can I fleep contented, when 
my Guide, my Husband, Father, Friend, and all 
that is dear to me, is expoſed to danger for my 
ſake: And I am perſwaded you are as much con- 
cerned leaſt I ſhould be diſcovered, tho' I have 
had the good Fortune to eſcape ; and I believe ſhe 
has not the leaſt Miſtruſt of our Aſſignations. 

I think it will be beſt to defer our Meeting on 
thurſday till the time you appointed in your laſt ; 
tho' it is hard to deny myſelf the ſatisfaction of 
your agreeable Company; yet, upon ſuch an 
Occaſion, I muſt ſubmit. 

If there is any thing that can be called Happi- 
neſs on Earth 1 believe it is the Union of two 
perſons, who love each other, without aiming at 
any Advantages by Love, then Love itſelf ; Their 


Hearts are full, and leave no, vacancy for any 
b 2 other 


rere 
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other paſſion. I am continually thinking of you 
ſleeping and waking; nay, when my mind ſhould 
be otherwiſe employed, your Image ſteals inſen- 
cibly between my devotions and me. And now 
I am laying open the State of my Soul; if it be 
not going too far to tell you, I loved you, when 
it was impoſſible for me to have the leaſt return. 
I reaſoned with myſelf how extravagant it was to 
indulge a paſſion which was againſt all Laws 
humane and divine, and ſtruggled hard to over- 


come it, and made a hundred Reſolutions not to 


entertain ſo much as a thought ; but when you 
appeared, it all vaniſhed, Love was to power- 
fall for a Woman, for we are weak in all reſpects, 
and more in this then any. 

Tou ſeem to have ſome ſlight Jealouſy of this in- 
tended Rival. O] dont ſuſpect my conſtancy, for 
had I not gave you a Vow, it would have been im- 
poſſible for any thing to alter my Love: Mas be 
Maſter of all the Elequence of an Orator, it would 
be loſt on me, for my heart is inſenſible, it is armed 
with Ice, and it is not in the power of any perſon to 
Warm it but you; you only can give Eaſe to my 
Mind, and tune my Soul. All my future Happineſs 
depends upon yo; and to deſerve all that Love 
and tenderneſs, which I hope you have for me, 
ſhall be the continual Study of | 


| Tour affectionate 
Tune 7, 1731. M. Hups oN. 


Nun BER VII. 


1 hear my deareſt Love got ſafe and undiſ- 
covered home, is a very great Satisfaction 


to me, and J am glad I can inform you I had the 


ſame 
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fame Succeſs. 'Tho' there happened an unlucky 
accident, which might have betrayed all; for you 
did not Latch the Gardendoor, and my Mamma 
was up firſt, and found it open, and the Horſe 
that was in the Cloſe got out and was not to be 
found, which made the perſon it belonged to en- 
quire of us if any Body had been out of the Cloſe- 
Gate after Eight a Clock at Night. But, how- 
ever, it paſſed of very well, for I think no body 
can ſo much as ſuſpe& our meeting at ſuch late 
hours, and little think we enjoy ſo much ſatisfac- 
tion in converſing with each other, for none but 
they that Love can tell. 

I hope I ſhall be able to meet you at the time 
appointed, which will be the greateſt Satisfaction 


inaginable to 
Dear, Sir, 


Tune 12th, Tour affectionate Love, 
M. Hups0x. 


NoumsBrr VIII. 


My Deareſt Dear, 

1 Hope you got home ſafe without taking cold, 

tho' I was fearfull leaſt any misfortune ſhould 
befall you, tho' I had good ſucceſs and got to 
Bed undiſcovered. 

The greateſt happineſs I can enjoy in this 
World is to converſe with one who is to dear to 
me as you are: With what pleaſure do I ſpend 
thoſe few hours, and how ſoon do they paſs 
away in your Converſation 3 for you are infinitely 
dearer to me then any thing upon Earth; all tempo- 
ral enjoyments would be dull and inſipid without 


you; nay, Life itſelf would become a burthen if 1 
b 3 Were 
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were to be deprived of the only object I could Love 
in it. 

I have read part of your Sermon, and am ex- 
treamly pleaſed with your Inſtructions; and I 
will endeavour to Live conformable to thoſe Rules 
which you have laid down for the regulating of 
my conduct; and, as I always ſhall have a deſire 
to pleaſe, ſo if there is any thing you miſlike in 
my behaviour I hope you will put the favour- 
ableſt conſtructions upon it, for it is not my de- 
ſign to give the leaſt offence in any thing, if I 
can help it, as long as I live, but to behave my- 
ſelf in all reſpects as I am in duty bound, and be- 


comes | 
Tour dutiful and affectionate Spouſe, 
June 19th, 1731. M. H. 


Nun BER IX. 

My Dear, Dear Love, | 

[| T will be the greateſt ſatisfaction imaginable to 

hear you got Home. without ſuffering any In- 
jury from the weather; for the Air being Sharp, 
I could not help being fearful leaſt you ſhould 
take cold. I retreated very ſafe, and got to Bed 
without the leaſt noiſe, and dreamt of you till 
five in the Morning. 

You intreat me in your laſt not to love you to 
well, I would not willingly diſobey any Command 
you lay upon me, but I cant comply in this; tis 
a thing impoſſible for me to do; I cant help lov- 
ing you, you are dearer to me than Life, and I 
could ſooner part with it then you. My paſſion 
is of to long a date to be extinguiſhed by any 
thing but death. Tho' Abſence oftentimes is a 
remedy for Love, yet that has had no effect on 

me; 
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me; nay, even when I thought you had left 
me, and tho I was exceedingly vexed with you, 
yet it did not laſt long, for my Love was Strong 
than my anger. 

The viſiffitude of humane Affairs, and, as you 
obſerve, Life eſpecially is very uncertain, yet 
ſhould any misfortune happen to blaſt our mutu- 
al happineſs, I believe you will have ſo much 
Philoſophy as to bear it patiently, and I hope I 
ſhould to; but I truſt wee ſhall neither of us be put 
to the Tryal; but enjoy all the Pleaſures wee may 
reaſonably expect from a Love fo pure as ours is, 
which is the Deſire of, My deareſt Love, 


Tour affettionate and dutifull Spouſe, 
Fane 24th. M. H. 


I hope you did not come laſt night in the rain 3 
if you did, I ſhall be exceedingly concerned at 
your diſappointment. 


Nun BER X. 


To the Rev! Mr. Goo! E. 
Dear Sir, 


1 AM extreamly glad to hear you had ſuch a 
pleaſant Journey, for 1 waited with a great 
deal of impatience for a Line or two from you, 
but could not have an Opportunity to receive it 
till this morning. Tho' the Lady knows you are 
gone, yet, I believe, ſhe is apprehenſive you will 
* to me, and for that reaſon is very watch- 
full. 


1 


See Lib. Art. 15. and Anſ. ä 
| b 4 What 
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What you left for me on Tueſday came ſafe to 


hand, and, were it poſſible, I would have put 
you out of pain long before this time, with that 


agreable Account of my ſafe retreat; but I know 


you will be ſo good as to excuſe. my forced Ne- 
glect. | 

I have had an opportunity to be meſſured for 
what you mentioned; and am promiſed, that they 
ſhall be ready in a Fortnight or three Weeks at 


; fartheſt, 


I am as eaſy as tis poſſible for me to be, conſi- 
dering where I am, and who's Company is want- 
ing to make the time paſs away agreeably. _ 

Pray dont ſuffer an anxious thought to diſcom- 
poſe the quiet of your Soul on the account of, 


Dear Sir, 
July 3d, 1731. Tour humble Servant, 
Nu BER XI. 
My Deareſt Love, 


JT is with a great deal of reluctancy that I deny 

myſelf the ſatisfaction of converſing with you, 
after you have been abſent ſo long; but I I intreat 
you not to come till Friday next, and then, at the 
uſual time and place, I hope we ſhall be ſo hap- 
Py as to ſee each other, Tho'Iam of the Opinion, 
that there is only a Suſpition of our meeting; 
Vet, for that reaſon, they will be very watchfull 
for an opportunity to confirm it. 

I think it will be proper for me to ſtay where I 


am, till I remove for good. I would not give an 


occaſion, if poſſible, for the leaſt reflexion on my 
conduct, for you know that my honour is at ſtake, 
and my leaving my Mamma before we can be 
RE Fon married, 
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married, would be ground enough for the ill- na- 
tured part of the world to cenſure. 

I dare not truſt myſelf to write any longer, 
leaſt I ſhonld contradict my firſt requeſt, and de- 
fire you to come ſooner then would be conſiſtent 
with our ſafety. I am, 


| My dear Love, 
July 8th, 1731. Tour affectionate Spouſe, 
M. Hups oN. 


NumBERr XII. 


My Deareſt Love, 

HERE is no poſſibility of ſeeing you any 

more at the uſual place, for ſomebedy ſaw 
you come from the Mill laſt time you was with me, 
and told my Mamma you was up all Night with 
me, and ſhe now Locks the Door every Night her- 
felf, and takes the Key to Bed with her, and 
makes her own Door ſo faſt, that I cant open 
it without a great Noiſe. She has charged me 
with ſeeing you ar that time of Night ; but I de- 
nyed that I did: And ſhe dont believe me, but 
keeps ſo ſtrict a guard upon me, that I can ſcarce 
have time to write, and find it very difficult to de- 
liver my Letter to the Meſſenger. 

O! my Dear, I will not wound your Soul with 
what ſhe has ſayd to me; but its ſo much, that 
I would gladly have thanked any one that would 
have done me the kind Office to put an end to 
that Life, which will be the occaſion of ſo much 
trouble to you —————— — 
after we are married. = — 
have ſent 


— —— — 


you a Meſſure for the Aprons; and am ex- 
treamly obliged to the young Lady for her _ 
3 | neſs, 
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neſs, May you have all the Happineſs this World 
can afford, and I hope in the next to, which is the 


deſire of, 
My deareſt Love, 


July 13th, 1731. Dur affectionate Spouſe, 
RES M. H. 


NunuBER XIII. 


y Deareſt Love, 
II is a very great ſatisfaction to hear you grant 

my requeſt ſo readily, tho” I think it will be 
proper for you to keep where you uſed to be of a 
Sunday till we are married, leaſt, by removing 
before, it ſhould cauſe any Suſpition. 

I am tolerable eaſy at preſent, and hope to 
continue ſo till Sunday or Monday Sen'night, and 
then I hope to have an Opportunity one of them 
Afﬀternoons to come down to the Mill, where I 
ſhall expect to find my deareſt Love, and never 
part from him any more; for it will be impoſſible 
for me to get away in the morning, as we pro- 
poſed at firſt. So if I can be ſo happy as to give 
my Mamma the flip; I will leave the reſt to 
Heaven and you. 

I have had a Letter from Mr. Taylor, and he 
tells me, that it is confidently reported at Vood- 
ſtoke, that I am to be married to you, and he longs 


. to know the truth, for he cant believe I would 


do any fuch thing, without my Mamma's conſent : 

In anſwer to which, and to prevent his coming 

over, I intcnd to let him know there is nothing 

in it. ä | 

My Mamma tells me you have bragged of ſome 

favours at Mrs. Hungerford's ; and that ſhe 3 
= ay, 


3 
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ſay, Tho' I dont know Mrs Hall, yet I will ſome 
way or other inform her what a deſign Mr. Goole 
has upon her Daughter. I only mention this, 
that you may be carefull of what you ſay there, 
leaſt ſhe ſhould betray you. 

I was meſſured at Moodſtocꝶ for my ſtays, and 
he promiſed me to get them ready to fit on in a 
Fortnight or 'Threeweeks time. I told him I 
would not have him come to Euſbame to fit them 
on, becauſe I did not know whether I ſhould be 
at home, but when that time was expired, I 
would ſend to him. I fayd nothing as to his keep- 
ing it a Secret, for fear he ſhould tell. So I be- 
lieve it will be beſt for you to take no notice that 
he is a making any thing for me. 

I was at Oxford yeſterday with the Old Lady, 
at Sir John Boyce's, and ſhe has made a bargain 
for his Son and me, and as ſoon as ever he can 

et a Living for him, and he can get my conſent, 
tis to be a Match. She hath been prodigious un- 
eaſy ever ſince the talk of my being up with you 
all night, and is ſo angry with you, thar ſhe will 
not come to Church any more already; and, if I 
marry you, ſhe will fell the Houſe, and live a 
Hundred Miles off, and never ſee nor hear of me 
any more. 

I have ſent your Sermon, and all your Letters 
but one, leaſt ſhe ſhould ſearch in hopes of making 
a diſcovery of our Intrigue. 'This being the laſt 
Letter I ſhall write to you for the preſent, leaſt I 
ſhould be diſcovered. I think I have mentioned 
all that is needfull, and I am ſure I have tired 
your patience, but you'll excuſe this treſpaſs in 


| Tour moſt Affectionate Spouſe, 
July 15th, 1731. M. H. 


Nun BER 
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NoumMBERr XIV. 


My Dear, * 
1 FI cant get an opportunity to come to the Mill 


neither of them Days I mentioned in my laſt, 
I have but one way more, and that is to get out 
of the Cellar Window. So if you will be ready at 
the Garden-Gate, under the Filbeard Trees, a 
Mouday Sen'night, at one a Clock, I hope I ſhall 
be ſo happy as to meet you there. 


M. H. 


NoumBRR XV. 


My Deareſt Love, | 
M Mamma told me, ſhe was not fully ſatis- 
fied as to my Age, So deſired Mr, White- 
head to look in the Regiſter, and to-day ſhe re- 
ceived a Letter from him, wherein he informed 


her, I was baptized Auguſt the 2d, 1511. This 


Account not agreeing with what you ſent me ſome 
time ſince, ſurprizes me very much; for, I believe, 
there was no Artifice on Mr. H#hitehead's ſide 
however, my Mamma is very well pleaſed I am 
no more than twenty, and I did not contradict 
her. I defireq my Dear, you would employ ſome- 
body to look once more into this affair, for there 
muſt be a miſtake in'one or the other; and be 
ſatisfied, I will perſue your laſt directions, if poſ- 
ſible, as to the demanding of my Fortune, tho' I 
am afraid I cant get Mrs. Bartholomew to come ; 


but 1 want to know, if her Daughter, or one 
| Witneſs, 
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Witneſs, will be ſufficient; and whether I can de- 
mand it under Age. 

As to the time you deſired to know if I can get 
out on Sunday, it will be while you are at Church 
in the Morning, or elſe in the afternoon, or af- 
ter Evening- Prayer. I cant ſet any time on Mon- 
day; but the firſt opportunity that offers, I will 
make uſe of it. Should both my deſigns be fruſtra- 
ted, I hope I ſhall be able to put my other 
deſign in practice, and ſucceed : Should it 
Rain very hard, then expect me the firſt fair 
day, and in caſe it ſhould be ſo dirty that I cant 
walk to the Mill, then pray contrive ſome way to 
take me up at the 'Town's-End. 

Pray tell Penticroſs that he muſt not come any 
more to the Houſe, without a very good reaſon, 
for my Mamma thought it was a very frivilous 
Arrant laſt time ; but I will endeavour to receive 
your Letters as uſual, if poſſible. 

Tho I am deprived of that happineſs I en- 
joyed in your Company, yet your Letters, in a 
great meaſure, releive and compoſe my mind, 
even when it is diſturbed, and almoſt overpower- 
ed with grief; what pleaſures and happineſs 
may I not expect from your Converſation : the 
tranquillity I ſhall then enjoy, will make amends 
for all the care and anxiety of the preſent time. 


I am, | 
My deareſt Love, 
July 18th. Dur affettionate Spouſe, 


M. H. 
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NU BER XVI. 


My Dear, | | 
HERE has happened an accident which 
obliged me to confeſs my intention to Mar- 


| ry you; at which, tho my Mamma at firſt was 


averſe, yet upon further conſideration, and m 
informing of her I was of Age, and could diſpoſe 
of myſelf without her agreeing to it; and added 
farther, that I had promiſed you, and you had 
laid out 150 J. upon Cloths for me and that I 
could not, neither would I go back from my pro- 
miſe, I am aſſured ſhe will give her conſent. 
She defired me not to Marry you till my Fortune 
was ſetled upon me; I aſſured her that it was your 
deſign ſo to do, not but I would take your Word; 
but fince ſhe defired it, I would comply in that 
reſpect, as well as I have done hitherto in ev 

thing elſe; And added further, that I thought 
Judge Bee//on would be the propereſt Perſon, ſhe 
could employ in this affair, which I believe ſhe 
will to agree. You will hear from her very ſpeedily; 
and, in the mean time, I defire you would not 
expect me, as we propoſed, for now every thing 


| will be amicably made up, which I am ſure will 


be a very great ſatisfaction to you and your af- 
fectionate Spoule. 
| M. Hups oN. 


I did not own J received any Letters from you, 
but only Meſſages. 


July 23, 1731. 


NUMBER 
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NumBER XVII. 


Sr. 


Have almoſt got her conſent, and dont que- 
ſtion but I ſhall fully in a little time, fo I think 
it will be improper for you to come, as you de- 
ſigned; nor likewiſe to talk with her, *till I find 
ſhe is a little cooler. You ſhall hear further an- 
other time. 


Theſe Letters are publiſhed from my ProQor's 
Copies, and therefore any Miſtake, the Originals 
being ſtill in Doctor s-Commons, will be eaſily par- 
doned ; but I know of none. 
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The Perſonal ANSWERS of MANGA“ 
RET BOYCE, alias HUDSON, Party 
in this Cauſe, made to the ſeveral Articles 
of a Libel, admitted on the Behalf of the 
Rev. Joun Goork, the other Party in 


this Cauſe, follow, viz. 


7 the firſt Article of the ſaid Libel this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, That ſhe believes the 

ſame to be true. 

To the ſecond Article of the ſaid Libel this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, That ſhe believes the fame to 
be true. 12 

To the third Article of the ſaid Libel this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, and believes, That, ſoon aſter 
the * articulate John Goole had received the Let- 
ter articulate, he came to the Reſpondent, at the 
Houſe of her Mother, at Eynſham articulate, where 
the Reſpondent received him civilly, And that 
ſhe the Reſpondent then refuſed to engage herſelf 
to him, without the Conſent of her ſaid Mother; 
and that thereupon, he, kneeling on his Right 
Knee, expreſſed himſelf in the Words articulate, 
or to that Purpoſe ; and, otherwiſe, this Reſpon- 
dent does not believe, but denies the ſaid Article 
to be true in any Part thereof. 

To the fourth Article of the ſaid Libel this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, and believes, the Contents of 


the ſaid Article to be true. 


— 


* Mentioned in the Article. 
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To the fifth Article of the ſaid Libel this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, and believes the ſame to be 
true. 

To the ſixth Article of the ſaid Libel this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, That ſhe believes the ſame to 
be true. 

To the ſeventh Article of the ſaid Libel this 
Reſpondent anſwers, 'That ſhe believes the ſame 
to be true, 

To the eighth Article of the ſaid Libel this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, That ſhe believes the fame to 
be true. . 

To the ninth Article of the ſaid Libel, and to 
the Letters articulate, marked, Ne 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, and 6, therein exhibited, this Reſpondent an- 
ſwers, That ſhe believes the ſame to be true. 

To the tenth, eleventh and twelfth Articles of 
the ſaid Libel, and to the Ring exhibited in the 
faid twelfth Article, this Reſpondent anſwers, 
and believes, That on or about the roth Day of 
June articulate, the articulate Fohn Goole came to 
the Reſpondent, at the Houſe of the Reſpondent's 
Mother before-mentioned, and being with the 
Reſpondent, in the Parlour of the faid Houſe, he 
told the Reſpondent, that he had been at Oxford, 
and had there bought a Ring, and then put the 
ſame on the fourth Finger of the Reſpondent's 
Hand; and the ſaid Ring being too big, he told 
the Reſpondent, he would have it made leſs; and 
a few Days afterwards he came again to the Re- 
ſpondent, at the ſaid Houſe, and being in the ſaid 
Parlour, he put on the fourth Finger of her Left 
Hand a Ring, which ſhe believes to be the ſame 
Which is now ſhewn to her, and then with his 

Right Hand taking the Reſpondent by her Right 


Hand, expreſſed the Words mentioned in the ſaid 
c eleventh 
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eleventh Article; and then letting go the Reſpon- 
dent's Right Hand, he ſaid, My Dear, now you 
muſt take me by my Right Hand, which the Re- 
ſpondent accordingly did, and then he ſaid to her, 
Say after me, and ſhe the Reſpondent then re- 
peated the Words mentioned in the ſaid Article; 
and he then ſaying, My Dear, I left out the 
Words [to Love, Honour, and to obey} the 
Reſpondent laughed, and made Anſwer in this, 
or the like Manner, Oh! dear Sir, how came you 
to leave out thoſe Words? To which he replied, 
I don't know, but they ſhould be in; and the 
Reſpondent ſaying, So they ſhould ; he again re- 
plied, Madam, you muſt begin again ; and ſhe the 
Reſpondent with her Right Hand then taking him 
by his Right Hand, and he then ſaying the other 
Words articulate, ſhe repeated them after him ; 
and he then holding the ſaid Ring upon her ſaid 
fourth Finger of her Left Hand, ſaid, With this 
Ring I thee wed, with my Body I thee worſhip, 
and with all my Worldly Goods I thee endow, in 
the Name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and he then took off the ſaid Ring, 
and carried it away with him. And the Reſpon- 
dent denies, That by what paſſed between the Re- 
ſpondent, and the ſaid 7phn Goole, as predepoſed, 
ſhe then intended to marry him, or engage herſelf 
to him, but apprehended the ſame to be in jeſt, 
for that he the ſaid John Goole, had before that 
time told the Reſpondent, that he could not 
marry her till ſhe was of Age, and that whatever 
ſhe wrote or faid to him whilſt ſhe was under 
Age would ſignify nothing, or to that Effect; and 
otherwiſe the Reſpondent does not believe, but 
denies, the ſaid Articles, or either of them to be 
true in any Part thereof. 

To 
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To the thirteenth Article of the faid Libel this 
Reſpondent anſwers, and believes the ſame to be 
true; ſaving, that ſhe ſubſcribed herſelf Spouſe to 
the Letters articulate, at the Requeſt of the arti- 
culate Jobn Goole. , -- + 

To the fourteenth Article of the faid Libel, 
and to the Letters ſeverally marked Ne , 8, and 
g, therein exhibited, this Reſpondent anſwers, 
and believes the ſame to be true. | 

To the fifteenth Article of the ſaid Libel, and 
to the Letter articulate, marked No 10, this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, 'That ſhe believes the ſame to 
be true. 

To the ſixteenth Article of the faid Libel, this 
Reſpondent anſwers, 'That ſhe believes the ſam 
to be true. 

To the ſeventeenth and eighteenth Articles of 
the faid Libel, and to the Letter articulate, 
marked No 11, this Reſpondent anſwers, That 
ſhe believes the ſame to be true. 

To the nineteenth Article of the ſaid Libel this 
Reſpondent anſwers, 'That ſhe believes the ſame to 
be true ; ſaving, that ſhe never was under the 
Confinement articulate, but at ſuch Times as the 
articulate John Goole was at Eynſham, | 

To the twentieth Article of the faid Libel, and 
to the Letters therein exhibited, feverally marked 
No 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17, this Reſpondent 
anſwers, That ſhe believes the ſame to be true. 

To the twenty firſt Article of the ſaid Libel this 
Reſpondent anſwers, 'That ſhe believes the ſame 
to be true; ſaving, that ſhe believes the Marriage 
articulate to be lawful, and not a Profanation of 


Marriage, 
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To the twenty ſecond Article of the ſaid Libel 
this Reſpondent anſwers, That ſhe believes the 
ſame to be true. 
To. the twenty third ſhe anſwers, and believes 
what ſhe hath believed, and denies what ſhe hath 


denied. 
Margaret Boyce. 


Reſponſa ſupraſcripta capta 
fuere, 26 Julii, 1732. 


Per me, J. BETTESWORTH. 


Preſente me, B. Rus nworTnH, Reg. 


Sept. 27, 1732. 


Upon a Libel and Exhibits by Rous, given 
in tbe gth of May laft. 


1. IJ Obn Penticroſs, of Eynſham in the Coun- 

ty of Oxford, Yeoman, 49 Years old, to 
all the Articles of the ſaid Libel, except the zd, 
4th, roth, 11th, and 12th, faith, That this De- 
ponent hath lived in the Pariſh of Eyn/ham in the 
County of Oxford, for many Years, and came to 
know the articulate Margaret Boyce, alias Hudſon, 
by her going with her Mother, Mrs, Margaret Hall, 


to live in the ſaid Pariſh ſeveral Years ſince. And 


he the Deponent lived very near the Houſe of the 


ſaid Mrs. Hall, and faith, That in an Evening, 


on or about the th Day of May, 1731, he, the 

Deponent, coming home to his ſaid Houſe, was 

told by his Wife, that Miſs Hudſon (meaning the 

faid Margaret Boyce, alias Hudſon) had been there 

to ſpear with the Deponent, and left Word, _ 
t 
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IN 
the Deponent ſhould go to her the next Morning, 
and thereupon he the Deponent the next Morn- 
ing went to her at the Houſe of her ſaid Mother. 

2. And ſhe then gave the Deponent a Letter 
ſealed up, and told him, that he muſt carry the 
ſame to Mr. Goole, (meaning the Producent) at 
Witney, which is about three Miles from Eynſbam. 
And ſhe alſo gave the Deponent a Shilling, and 
ordered him to hire a Horſe to go thither. And 
he the Deponent told her, that he was obliged to 
go to Oxford, and that he would beſpeak a Horſe 
to be ready as ſoon as he came back, and ſhe then 
told the Deponent, that the ſaid Mr. Goole muſt 
have the ſaid Letter that Afternoon. And he the 
Deponent then beſpoke a Horſe to be ready 
againſt he came back from Oxford ; but when he 
came back to Eynſbam, the Owner of the faid 
Horſe told the Deponent, that he had no occa- 
ſion to go to Vitney, for that the ſaid Mr. Goole 
was juſt come to Town, and preſently afterwards 
he the Deponent going to ſee for him, at a Houſe 
where he uſually dreſs'd himſelf before he went to 
Church, met him coming from the ſaid Houſe, 
and the Deponent then delivered the faid Letter 
to him. 

3. Anda few Days afterwards ſhe the ſaid Mar- 
garet ſent another Letter ſealed up to the Produ- 
cent by the Deponent, which the Deponent de- 
livered to him, and between that Time and the 
End of July following ſhe the ſaid Margaret ſent 
many more Letters by the Deponent to him the 
{aid Producent ; and he the Deponent, at all ſuch 
Times, carrried and delivered the ſaid Letters to 
him; and particularly remembers, that on or 
about the 23d and 25th of July 1731, he the De- 

| c 3 ponent 
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ponent carried the two laſt of the ſaid Letters to 
him. | | 
4. And he the Deponent once within the Time 
aforeſaid accidentally meeting the Producent on 
Horſeback in Eynſham-Field, he delivered a Let- 
ter to the Deponent, and ordered him to deliver 
the ſame to the ſaid Margaret, and he the Depo- 
nent accordingly * delivered the ſame to her, and 
then apprehended that the ſaid Producent was go- 
ing for London. And believes, that at other Times 
he carried a Letter or two from the ſaid Produ- 
cent to her the ſaid Margaret. And he the De- 
ponent always did and does believe, that the ſaid 
Letters which the ſaid Margaret delivered to the 
Deponent to carry to the ſaid Producent, were of 
her own Hand-writing ; and the Deponent knows 
that they the ſaid Margaret and the Producent 
frequently met together privately, about Eleven 
of the Clock at Night, at the Orchard of her Mo- 
ther, the aforeſaid Margaret Hall. And he the 
Producent, at ſuch Times, ſet up his Horſe at the 
Deponent's Houſe, ' arid from thence went thro' 
the Deponent's Orchard, and from thence over a 
tow Wall into the Orchard of the ſaid Mrs. Hall, 
where the {ſaid Margaret Boyce, alias Hudſon, uſed 
to meet him. And the Deponent hath ſeen them 
go out of the ſaid Orchard into the Garden, and 
down the. faid Garden towards the Houſe of the 
ſaid Mrs. Hall. 325 E 
5. And at one time ſhe the ſaid Margaret ſent 
the Deponent to the ſaid Producent, who was then 
at Eynſham, and ordered the Deponent to tell him, 
that ſhe would meet him at the Deponent's Houſe, 


— 


. 


; See Let. 10. 1 
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between Eight and Nine in the Evening, and the 
Deponent went to him, and acquainted him with 
it, and he came to the Deponent's Houſe at or near 
the Time appointed, and ſtayed there about or 
more than half an Hour, and then ſaying, that 
he believed ſhe was gone to Bed, or that ſhe could 
not come, he went away, and a very few Minutes 
afterwards, ſhe the ſaid Margaret came to the De- 
ponent's ſaid Houſe, and the Deponent telling her, 
that he was juſt gone, ſhe faid, that ſhe was very 
ſorry for it, and expreſſed a Concern at her 
being diſappointed. 

6. And farther faith, That ſhe the ſaid Marga- 
ret ſent ſeveral Letters by the Deponent to the 
faid Producent, between the roth Day of June 
1731, and the 25th Day of July following; and a 
few Days after the Producent's delivering to the 
Deponent, in Eynſham-Field, the Letter before- 
mentioned (to wit) in the latter End of the ſaid 
Month of Fune 1731 (as the Deponent believes 
the Time to be) ſhe the ſaid Margaret delivered to 
the Deponent a Letter, to be ſent by the General 
Poſt, directed to Thomas Martin, Eſq; at the 
Graſsbopper in Lombard: ſtreet, London. And he 
the Deponent, by the Order of her the ſaid Mar- 
garet, carried the ſaid Letter to the General Poſt 
Office in Oxford, and delivered the ſame there. 
And the Deponent then apprehended, that the 
ſaid Producent was at London, and believes that 
ſhe ſent him a Letter incloſed in the ſaid Letter, 
directed to the ſaid Thomas Martin, Eſq; 

7. And further faith, That ſome Days after- 
wards, upon the Producent's Return from London, 
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See Let. 10. 
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ſhe the ſaid Margaret delivered the Deponent a 
Letter ſealed up, and ordered the Deponent to 
give the ſame to the ſaid Producent at * Eynſbam, 
and the Deponent accordingly delivered the ſame 
to him there. 

8. And towards the latter End of the Time of 
the Deponent's carrying Letters from the ſaid 
Margaret to the Producent, ſhe told the De- 
ponent, that ſhe could not come to the Deponent 
ſo freely, or ſo often, as ſhe uſed to do. And the 
Deponent then believed, and it was talked by 
other People, that her Mother had diſcovered 
that there was a Correſpondence between her and 
the Producent, and that thereupon her ſaid Mo- 
ther was more ſtrict in watching her than ſhe had 
been. : 

9. And the Deponent well remembers, that he 

carried one of the aforeſaid Lettersto the Producent 
at Hitney, on the Day when the Viſitation was 
held there, by Reaſon that the Deponent then 
dined with the Church-wardens of Eynſbam there. 
And believes, that the ſame was Friday the 23d 
Day of July aforeſaid. 

10. And further ſaith, That at the Time when 
ſne delivered the laſt of the ſaid Letters to the De- 
ponent, which was on Sunday the 25th Day of 
the ſaid Month, and St. Fames's Day, ſhe told 
the Deponent, that ſhe ſhould want to ſpeak with 
him ſome time on the T hyr/day following, but 
that ſhe did not know at what Time of the Day 
ſhe would come, and therefore ordered the De- 
ponent to be at home all the ſaid Day, and the 
Deponent accordingly ſtaid at home all the ſaid 
Thurſday, believing that ſhe would want him to go 


— 


— — 


* See Let. 11. 
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with her to the Producent at Vitney, but the Depo- 
nent did not ſee her on the ſaid Day, and was after- 
wards informed, that ſhe was that Day married to 
the — Boyce, Eſq; and otherwiſe he 
knows not; ſaving he believes, that ſome of the 
Letters now ſhewn to him, are the ſame which he 
the Deponent carried from the ſaid Margaret 
Boyce to the Producent the 'Times before-men- 
tioned, by reaſon that the Impreſſion upon the Wax 
wherewith the Covers marked, Ne 1, 4, 7, and 
8, were ſealed, and wherein he believes ſome of 
the ſaid Letters were incloſed, appears to be the 
ſame with the Seals of ſome of the ſaid Letters 
delivered by her the faid Margaret to the Depo- 
nent. 


Sept. 27, 1732. 
Ufon the ſame Libel and Exhibits. 


HOMAS CONT, of $winbrooke, in the County 

1 of Oxford, Clerk, 25 Years old and upwards, 
To the gth, 14th, 15th, 18th, and 2oth Articles 
of the ſaid Libel, and to the Letters in the ſame 
Articles exhibited, faith, That this Deponent 
hath well known the articulate Margaret Boyce, 
alias Hudſon, between five and fix Years laſt paſt, 
and he the Deponent boarded in the Houſe of the 
Producent Mr. Goole, at Witney in the County of 
Oxford, ſeveral Years; within which Time ſhe 
the ſaid Margaret lodged and boarded in the ſame 
Houſe for Sn five Months, ending between 
four and five Years ſince. And he the Deponent 
many times ſaw her write within the faid Time, 
and had in his keeping a Song and other Things 
which ſhe the ſaid Margaret tranſcribed for the 


Depo- 


No 


Deponent; and he the Deponent thereby became 
acquainted with her Hand- writing; and now care- 
fully viewing the ſeveral Letters produced to him, 
and ſeverally marked, Ne 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, , 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 1), ſaith, 
That he verily believes, that all the ſaid Letters 
are the proper Hand-writing of her the ſaid Mar- 

aret Boyce, alias Hudſon; and alſo believes, 
that the ſaid Margaret ſent the ſame to the faid 
Producent, by reaſon that he the ſaid Producent 
formerly ſhewed the Deponent ſeveral of them, 
and told the Deponent, that he had received the 
ſame from her the ſaid Margaret, and he the De- 
ponent then read over the tame, and remembers 
the Contents thereof to be ſame with ſome of the 
faid Letters now produced to him, and peruſed by 
him. 
Thomas Cony. 


NUMBER III. 


Interrogatories adminiſired by Mr. Goott 
upon the Firſt Allegation, 


Ask, | 
Iſt, Ve her he or ſhe comes to teſtify willingly 
and of his or her own Accord? Or, 
whether he or ſhe has been compelled, abliged, 
or perſuaded ſo to do? And by whom? 
2d. Whether he or ſhe has received, or does 
expect, any ſort of Reward, Benefit or Advan- 
rage, for or by Reaſon of giving his or her Teſ- 
timony in this Cauſe? And what it is? And from 
whom? And whether he or ſhe has any Intereſt 


directly or indirectly in the Event of this Suit? 
| 3d, Whe- 


x 
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3d, Whether he or ſhe has had any Conver- 
ſation or Diſcourſe with any Perſon whatſoever, 
or any Perſon with him or her, concerning the 
Matters upon which he or ſhe has been examined? 
With whom ? Where? When? And how often? 
Hath he or ſhe been inſtructed by any Perſon how 
or what he or ſhe was to depoſe relating to this 
Cauſe? And let him or her declare by whom, 
where, and when, what, and how often ? 

4th. Whether he or ſhe does believe, that Mr. 
J. Boyce did addreſs himſelf, or make his Court- 
ſhip, to Mrs. M. Hudſon, the Defendant in this 
Cauſe, in the Year 1731, before the 24th of July 
in the ſaid Year? And how long before? And 
whether he or ſhe has heard, knows of, or believes, 
that any Propoſals of Marriage were ever made 
on the Part of the ſaid John Boyce to Mrs. Hall, 
the Mother of the ſaid M. Hudſon, in the ſaid Year, 
before the 24th of Fuly? And how long before? 

th. Whether he was preſent at the pretended 
Marriage of J. Boyce and M. Hudſon aforeſaid ? 
and what other Perſons were by? 'Their Names 
and Qualities? By whom was the faid Miſs Hud- 
fon given away in the ſaid pretended Marriage? 
Was it not by a Livery-Man ? Or at leaſt a Ser- 
vant? And whoſe Servant? Was not the Solem- 
nization of this pretended Marriage made as pri- 
vate as poſſible? And by whoſe Orders? And for 
what Reaſon as he knows, believes, or has heard? 

6th. Whether he or ſhe has not heard, and 
does believe, that before the pretended Marriage 
between 7. Boyce and M. Hudſon aforeſaid, and 
before any Propoſals made on the Part of the ſaid 
J. Boyce, in the ſaid Year 1731, tending towards 
tuch pretended Marriage, the ſaid M. Hudſon was 
R ſolemnly 


NI. 
ſolemnly and indiſſolubly contracted, betrothed, 
and eſpouſed to F. Goole, the Plaintiff in this Cauſe > 

mth. Whether he or ſhe knew Mrs. Hall? 
What Character ſhe had? Of what Diſorders ſhe 
died? And what he or ſhe believes to have been 
the Cauſe of ſuch Diſorder? and doth he or ſhe 
believe, or has he or ſhe heard, that the ſaid Mrs. 
Hall did in her laſt Sickneſs declare, that ſhe had 
greatly wronged, or wronged, Mr. 7. Goole ? 
That the ſaid Mr. F. Goole was a Man of Ho- 
nour ; and that ſhe had forced her Daughter to break 
her Contract with him and marry the ſaid F. 
Boyce ? Or that the ſaid Mrs. Hall did uſe Words 
to the ſame Intent, Effect and Purpoſe ? 

8th. Whether he or ſhe knows, believes, or 
has heard, that the ſaid Mrs. Hall did compel or 
force the ſaid M. Hudſon to break her Contract 
(as far as in her lay) with the ſaid 7. Goole? And 
to ſolemnize a pretended Marriage with the ſaid 
Jobn Boyce? And what were the Methods uſed 
by the ſaid Mrs. Hall in order to force her 
Daughter to the ſaid pretended Marriage, as he 
or ſhe knows, believes, or has heard? 
gth. Whether he was preſent when the Li- 
cence for the pretended Marriage aforeſaid was 
granted, and who was preſent beſides? By what 
Eccleſiaſtical Judge or Surrogate was the ſame 
granted > What Oaths were adminiſtered 2 And 
to whom? Did one of the Parties to be married 
perſonally ſwear, that he believed there was no 
Let or Impedimenc of Precontract, as required by 
the 103d Canon? Or for what Reaſon was this 
omitted, as he knows or believes? Was there any 
Razure or Obliteration in the Licence Bond ? 
Was the Name of Held Allen, as one of the 


Obligors, erazed, and inſtead thereof the * | 
0 
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of Sir 7. Boyce inſerted? By whom? By whoſe 
Directions? And for what Reaſons was the Razure 
or Obliteration made ? 
roth. Whether on or about the 26th of July, 
in the Year 1731, he did not ride Poſt from Lon- 
don to Oxon or Barton, in order to compaſs the 
pretended Marriage between his Son the ſaid F. 
Boyce, and the ſaid M Hudſon? And what was 
the true Reaſon of ſuch his extraordinary Haſte? 
Whether Mrs. Hall aforeſaid, or any other Per- 
ſon, and who, had informed him by Letters, or 
Meſſage, that the ſaid M. Hud/on was contracted, 
or engaged to, or had promiſed to marry the faid 
J. Goole © And who ſuch Perſon was? Whether 
after he came from London, and treated with the 
ſaid Mrs. Hall concerning the ſaid pretended Mar- 
riage, the ſaid Mrs. Hall did not inform him, that 
her ſaid Daughter had confeſſed to her, that ſhe 
was contracted, or engaged to, or had promiſed 
to marry the ſaid 7. Goole £ And whether he did 
not at the Time of ſuch 'Treaty concerning the 
faid pretended Marriage, know, believe, or had 
heard, that the ſaid J. Goole, and the ſaid M. Hud- 
ſon were contracted or engaged toeach other? And 
whether at the Time when the Licence for the ſaid 
pretended Marriage was obtained, the ſaid M. 
Hudſon herſelf had given her Conſent to the ſaid 
pretended Marriage? And at what Time her 
Conſent was obtained 2 What M. Hudſon's Fortune 
is? And where it lies? What Settlement, Jegal 
and valid in Law, was made upon his Son and 
Miſs Hudſon before the ſaid pretended Marriage? 
What Sir F. Boyce is worth excluſive of what is 
ſettled upon my Lady Boyce? And laſtly, Whe- 
ther all that Sir J. Boyce and his Son are worth, 
excluſive of what came by, or has been poſſeſſed, 
on 
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on the Account of M. Hudſon, is equal to Miſz 
Hudſon's Fortune ? 


Elizabeth Kight, Midwife, aged above 50 
Years, to the 7th Interrogatory, ſaith, 


That this Reſpondent well knew the interro- 
ate Mrs. Hall, the Mother of the Producent 
Miſs Hudſon] and has heard, that ſhe was a very 

indifferent Wife, and thar ſhe uſed her Husband, 
Dr. Hudſon, and the Producent il] [and I fay Dr. 
Hall worſe) and that ſhe was miſerably covetous, 
and did not allow the Producent what was neceſ- 
fary or proper ; and that her Uſage of the Produ- 
cent-was the Occaſion of her keeping Company 
with the Miniſtrant [J. Goole] or to that Effect; 
and has heard and believes, that ſhe died of a Fe- 
ver, and that ſhe was light-headed at the Time of 


her Death. 


Elizabeth Saunders, Maid-Servant to Sir John 
Boyce, to the 7th Interrogatory, ſaith, 


That this Reſpondent well knew the interro- - 
gate Mrs. Hall, and never heard any ill Character 
of her, and has heard, that ſne died diſtracted, 
and that in her laſt Illneſs ſome of her Diſcourſe 
was concerning the Producent and Miniſtrant, or 
to that Effect. 


Fifield Allen, of Chriſt- Church, Oxon, Clerk, 
to the 2d Article of the ſaid Allegation, 
faith, | 
That this Deponent well knows the Producent 

Mrs. Margaret Boyce, the Wife of the articulate 


Jobn 
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John Boyce, Eſq;: That on or about the agth Day 
of July, 1131, he the Deponent, being in the 
Orders of Prieſthood, of the Church of England, 
married the ſaid Producent and the ſaid Mr. Boyce 
to each other, according to the Form and Cere- 
mony of the Church of Exgland, as preſcribed in 
the Book of Common-Prayer, in the Pariſh- 
Church of Cowley, in the County of Oxford ; and 
he the Deponent believes, that the ſaid Mr. Boyce 
was then a Batchelor, and the Producent a Spin- 
ſer, and that they were both of them then free 
from all Matrimonial Contracts, ſaving to each 
other. 


The ſame on Interrogatories. 


To the 4th, that this Reſpondent believes, that 
the interrogate Mr. Boyce made his Courtſhip and 
Addreſſes, in the Way of Marriage, to the Pro- 
ducent, ſeveral Months before the 24th Day of 
July, 19131 ; and otherwiſe he knows not nor re- 
members to have heard ſaving the Reſpondent ; 
does not know, or believe, or remember, to have 
heard, that any Propoſals of Marriage were made 
by or on the behalf of the ſaid Mr. Boyce to the 
interrogate Mrs. Hall, the Mother of the Produ- 
cent, before the ſaid 24th of July, 1731. 

To the 5th, that there were preſent at the Mar- 
riage interrogate, one Haſty a Farmer, and alſo 
a Maſon, as the Reſpondent believes his Trade to 
be, his Fellow-Witneſs, Thomas Taylor, who is, 
or lately was, a Servant to Sir John Boyce, and the 
Pariſh Clerk of Cowley, and no other Perſon, as 
the Reſpondent does remember, and the ſaid Tho- 
mas Taylor then gave the Producent in Marriage ; 
and the Reſpondent believes, that it was the Order 

or 
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or Deſire of the ſaid Sir John Boyce, that the ſaid 
Marriage ſhould be ſolemnized privately, and kept 
as a Secret, but for what Reaſon the Reſpondent 
knows not, other than that he is generally coſe 
and ſecret in all his Actions. 

To the 6th he anſwers, that this Reſpondent 
ſince the Solemnization of the Marriage interro- 
gate, hath heard, that before ſuch Marriage, there 
was a Contra& of Marriage between the Produ- 
cent and the Miniſtrant. 

To the th, that this Reſpondent well kn 
the interrogate Mrs. Hall, the Mother of the Pro- 
ducent, and hath heard, that ſhe was a cloſe and 
covetous Woman, reſerved in her Temper, and 
ſhunn'd Company, and that ſhe died of a Fever. 

To the gth, that this Reſpondent, and no 
other Perſon, was preſent when Mr. Lamprey, one 
of the Surrogates of the Chancellor of Oxford, 
granted the Licence for the Marriage interrogate; 
and he the Reſpondent then made Oath, that the 
Parents of the Producent, and the interrogate 
John Boyce, Eſq; were conſenting to the ſaid 
Marriage ; and that he did not know or believe, 
that there was any lawful Let or Impediment, by 
reaſon of any Precontract, or otherwiſe, to hinder 
the ſaid Marriage, or to that Effect; and does 
not remember, that he this Reſpondent gave any 
Bond for the obtaining the ſaid Licence, but be- 
lieves, that there was a Bond prepared for him 
the Reſpondent to execute, and that it was then 
thought moſt proper that Sir John Boyce ſhould 
execute ſuch Bond, and that thereupon the Re- 
ſpondent's Name was ſtrucꝶ out, and the Name of 
Sir John Boyce inſerted therein; and does not be- 
lieve, that either of the Parties interrogate made 


any Oath for the obtaining of the ſaid mn 
| ur 
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but the Reaſon why they, or one of them, did 
not make ſuch Oath the Reſpondent knows 
not. 

Fifield Allen. 


Thomas Taylor, lately Servant to Sir John 
Boyce, 


To the 5th Interrogatory faith, That the Pro- 
ducent, and the aforeſaid Fob Boyce, Eſq; were 
married by the aforeſaid Mr. Allen, at the Time 
predepoſed of, in the Preſence of the Reſpondent 
and a working Carpenter, and the Pariſh Clerk, 
and no other Perſon, as the Reſpondent does now 
remember ; and he the Reſpondent then gave the 
Producent in Marriage, and was then the Servant 
to Sir ohn Boyce, as predepoſed, and wore his 
Livery, and believes that the ſaid Marriage was 
intended to be private, and kept as a Secret, till 
it was over, and no longer. 

To the 6th, That about three or four Days 
before the Marriage interrogate, as the Reſpon- 
dent believes the Time to be, he beard the aſore- 
ſaid Sir John Boyce ſay, that he had heard that 
there was a Contract between the Producent and the 
Miniſtrant, or to that Effect. 


T bomas Taylor. 


Sir John Boyce, on the Iuterrogatories, 
anſwers to the 4th, 


That the interrogate 7obn Boyce did court the 
Producent in the Way of Marriage, in the Year 
1731, before the 24th of July in the ſaid To 

d an 
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and from the 1ſt of Day of January before the 
ſaid 24th of July. 

To the Sth, He neither knows, nor believes, 
nor has heard any thing of it. [Believe him if 
you can.] | 
To the th, That this Reſpondent was not pre- 
ſent at the obtaining the Licence for the Marriage 
interrogate, but believes, that the ſame was 
granted by one Mr. Lamprey, one of the Surro- 
gates of the Chancellor of Oxford, and that Mr. 
Allen predepoſed of in order to obtain the ſame, 
made Oath of the Conſent of the Parents, and that 
he knew of no lawful Lett or Impediment to hin- 
der the ſaid Marriage, or to that Purpoſe; and 
alſo believes, that he the Reſpondent executed a 
Bond for the obtaining the ſaid Licence, and de- 
livered the ſame do the ſaid Mr. Allen, and the 
Reſpondent does not remember, that there was. any 
Razure or Obliteration in the ſaid Bond; and the 
Reſpondent believes, that neither of the Parties 
interrogate, made any Oath whatſoever for the 
obtaining of the ſaid Licence, by Reaſon that 
there was not any Neceſſity for them ſo to do (as 
the Reſpondent alſo believes). Io helped him 
to this: Parentheſis © | 

To the 1oth he anſwereth, That this Reſpon- 
dent never rode Poſt from London to Oxford or 
Barton, or any other Place whatſoever ; and does 
not remember or believe that he was at London on 
or about the 26th of Fly 1731, and never made 
any extraordinary Haſte from London to Oxford 
or Barton to compaſs the Marriage interrogate, 
or upon any other Occaſion, ſaving his Buſineſs 
in the Way of his Trade ; nor did he receive any 
Letter or Meſſage from the interrogate Mrs. Hall, 


or 
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or any other Perſon, to inform him, that the Pro- 
ducent was contracted or engaged to, or had pro- 
miſed to marry the Miniſtrant; nor did the ſaid 
Mrs. Hall ever inform him that the ſaid Producent 
had confeſſed to her, that ſne was contracted, or 
engaged to, or had promiſed to marry the ſaid 
Miniſtrant, nor did the Reſpondent, before the 
Marriage interrogate, know or believe, nor had he 
heard of any ſuch Contract or Engagement; and 
ſaith, that the Producent had given her Conſent 
to the ſaid Marriage at and before the Time of ob- 
taining the Licence interrogate, and (as the Re- 
ſpondent believes) on or about the 14th or 15th of 
July 1731, (to wit) about a Fortnight before the 
Solemnization of the ſaid Marriage. And he the 
Reſpondent, before ſuch Marriage, ſettled be- 
tween o and 801. per Annum, upon them the 
Producent and the Reſpondent's Son, and engag'd 
himſelf to lay out 600 J. to buy a Parſonage for 
his ſaid Son within two Years after the ſaid Mar- 
riage; that the Mother of the Producent gave 
her between o and 80 J. per Aunum, in Con- 
fideration of the the ſaid Marriage. | 
Jobn Boyce. 
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Mr. GOOLE's Anſwers to Miſs U D- 
SON's Fir} Allegation. 


The Perſonal Anſwers of the Rev. Mr. Jo HN 
GooLE, Clerk, made to certain pretended 
Articles, or Pofitions of a pretended Allega- 
tion, given in, and admitted againſt him, 
on the Part and Behalf of MARGARET 
HuDsON, calling herſelf Boyce, the 
pretended Wife of Joann Boyce, E/q; 
follow, viz. 


1. To the firſt pretended Poſition or Article of 
the faid pretended Allegation this Reſpondent 
anſwers and believes, That ſome time in the 
Year 1130, the articulate Jobn Boyce, being then 
a Batchelor, and free from all Matrimonial Con- 
tracts, did make his Addreſſes to, and court, in 
the Way of Marriage, Margaret Hudſon, the Party 
Proponent, then a Spinſter, being a Minor, aged 
under twenty Years, and then free from all Matri- 
monial Contracts, and that his Addreſſes were then 
liked and approved of by her the ſaid Margaret 
Hudſon, but not by Margaret Hall, her natural 
and lawful Mother, with whom ſhe then lived ; 
but this Reſpondent doth not believe, that the 
ſaid Fobn Boyce made his Addrefles to her the faid 
Margaret Hudſon until the 24th of July, in the 
Year 1731; and otherwiſe this Reſpondent doth 
not believe, but denies the ſaid pretended Article 

to be true in any Part thereof. 
2. To the ſecond pretended Article of the ſaid 
pretended Allegation this Reſpondent anſwers and 
| believes, 
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believes, That the ſaid Zohn Boyce, being a 
Batchelor, did ſolemnize, or rather profane, a 
Marriage with the faid Margaret Hud/on, calling 
herſelf Boyce, on the ſaid 29th Day of Fuly, 1731, 
in the Pariſh Church of Cowley, in the County of 
Oxford, and that ſuch Solemnization, or Propha- 
nation, was performed by the Rev. Mr. Jobn Al- 
len, Student of Chriſt Church College, Oxon, a 
Miniſter or Prieſt in Holy Orders of the Church 
of England, and according to the Form of Mar- 
riage preſcribed in the Book of Common-Prayer 
of the Church of England; but this Reſpondent 
denies, that the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling her 
ſelf Boyce, was then free from all Matrimonial 
Contracts, but ſays, that ſhe was at that time 
| ſolemnly contracted to this Reſpondent per verba 
de præſenti, as pleaded and ſet forth in the Libel 
admitted in-this Cauſe on the Part and Behalf of 
this Reſpondent ; and otherwiſe this Reſpondent 
doth not believe, but denies the ſaid pretended 
Article to be true in any Part thereof, ſaving, 
that he believes ſhe ſolemnized, or rather pro- 
phaned, the ſaid pretended Marriage againſt her 
Inclination, being over-powered, and by Violence 
forced to it, by her Mother the ſaid Margaret Hall. 
3. To the third pretended Article of the ſaid 
pretended Allegation this Reſpondent anſwers and 
believes, that after the ſaid pretended Marriage, 
or Prophanation of a Marriage, between the ſaid 
Jobn Boyce and Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf 
Boyce, was ſolemnized, the ſame was conſum- 
mated by Carnal Copulation and Mutual Coha- 
bitation, bur denies that they live together as, or 
are lawful Husband and Wife; and otherwiſe this 


Reſpondent doth not believe, but denies rhe 
d 3 {aid 
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ſaid pretended Article to be true in any Part 
thereof. | 

4. To the fourth pretended Poſition or Article 
of the ſaid pretended Allegation this Reſpondent 
anſwers and believes, That on or about the 14th 
Day of May, in this preſent Year 1732, the faid 
Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce, was deli- 
vered of a Son, begotten on her Body by the ſaid 
John Boyce, which is now living, and was ſhortly 
after his Birth chriſtened 7ohn; and otherwiſe 
this Reſpondent doth not believe, but denies the 
ſaid pretended Article to be true in any Part 
thereof, ſaving, that he believes the ſaid Marga- 
ret Hudſon, calling herſelf Boyce; is now again 
enſient and pretty far gone with Child, begotten 
on her Body by the ſaid Fohn Boyce. 

5, 6, 7, 8. To the fifth, ſixth, ſeventh, and 
eighth pretended Articles of the ſaid pretended 
Allegation, and to the Exhibits pleaded and ex- 
hibited in the ſaid eighth Article, this Reſpondent, 
referring himſelf to his foregoing Anſwers and to 
the ſaid Exhibits, confeſſes the ſame to be true, 
and ſays, That all Things were ſo had and done 
at the Times as in the faid ſeveral Articles and 
Exhibits are alledged and appear; and that the 
ſaid Sum of 2001, articulate, and alſo the Sum 
of 61. 16 5. 2d. for Coſts, were paid to the arti- 
culate Thomas Leake, this Reſpondent's Attorney, 
per his Order, and for his Uſe, as articulate to 
diſcharge the ſaid Action only, but denies the 
faid Fohu Boyce and Margaret Hudſon, calling 
herſelf Boyce, to be lawful Husband and Wife; 
and this Reſpondent ſays, That after the ſaid 
K eceipt was given by the ſaid T homas Leake, chis 
Reſpondent's Attorney, it was agreed with the 

arti- 
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articulate Mr. John Boyce, by Dr. Brooks, on the 
Behalf of this Reſpondent, to have the Opinion 
of Council, Whether an abſolute Contract de 
praſenti of Marriage, where one of the Parties 
contracted married another Perſon, - could be re- 
leaſed, and accordingly a Caſe was drawn, and 
at the Requeſt and Expence of the faid 7obn 
Boyce carried to Council for their Opinions upon 
it, and the Council upon the Caſe, as ſtated by 
the ſaid John Boyce, gave their Opinions, That 
ſuch a Contract could not be releaſed, which 
Opinions the ſaid 7obn Boyce himſelf ſhewed to 
this Reſpondent, and thereupon he, this Reſpon- 
dent, thought himſelf in Honour and Conſcience 
obliged to, and therefore did, bring this Suit 
againſt the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, calling herſelf 


Boyce. 


NM B. My Anſwers to Miſs Hudſon's Allegations, 
there being nothing in them to be found fault 
with, or to Miſs Hudſon's Advantage, were not 
read upon the Trial, and for that Reaſon the 


Judge knew nothing of them. | 


T he Perſonal Anſwers of the Rev. JonN 
GooLE, Clerk, to Miſs HuDSON's Se- 
cond Allegation. 


1. To the firſt Article of the ſaid Allegation 
this Reſpondent anſwers, and believes the ſame 
to be true in every Part thereof, ſaving, that the 
ſaid Margaret Hall and Margaret Hudſon were 
every Winter for ſome Months abſent from 


Eynſham- 
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2. To the ſecond Article this Reſpondent 
anſwers, and believes the {ame to be true in ever 
Part. [This Article ſets forth, that Miſs Hudſon 
was an obecient Daughter. | 

3. To the third Article of the ſaid Allegation 
this Reſpondent anſwers, That during the Time 
articulate he was a married Man, and till the 2d 
Day of November, 1729; and ſays, That at 
Eaſter, 1130, he, without the Knowledge of the 
articulate Margaret Hall, did court and make his 
Addrefles to her the {aid Margaret Hudſon, who 
was then a Minor, about 19 Years, as this Re- 
{pondent then did, and ſtill does believe, and that 
he this Reſpondent, by reaſon of a little Slight 
put upon him the 29th of May, 1130, by the 
faid Margaret Hudſon, diſcontinued ſuch his 
Addreſſes and Courtſhip till on or about Good- 
Friday in the Year 1731; and this Reſpondent 
believes the ſaid Margaret Hall never knew that 
he courted her Daughter till in or about the 
Month of May 1131; and that when the faid 
Courtſhip came to her Knowledge ſhe diſapproved 
thereof, not thinking the Reſpondent a ſuitable 
Match for her Daughter; but the Reſpondent 
denies, that ſhe ever forbid him from coming to 
her Houſe, or from ſeeing or viſiting her faid 
Daughter; and ſays, that he was born the 25th 
of June, 1685, and never concealed his Age 
from the laid Margaret Hudſon, or pretended that 
his Fortune was equal to hers. 

4. To the fourth Article of the ſaid Allegation 
this Reſpondent 1ays, J hat he did, by the Ap- 
pointment, and at the Requeſt of the ſaid Marga- 
ret Hudſon, meet her ſeveral times at unſeaſon- 
able Hours in the Night, in Tune 2731, and be- 

| = | lieves 
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lieves it was contrary to the ſaid Margaret Halls 
Liking and Inclinations, and without her Know- 
ledge ; and this Reſpondent doth not believe the 
ſaid Margaret Hall had a due Regard, Value, or 
Motherly Affection for her Daughter the ſaid Mar- 
garet Hudſon, becauſe the faid Margaret Hudſon 
complained to this Reſpondent of her Mother's 
ill Uſage of her, whereupon this Reſpondent 
did repreſent the mean and baſe Actions of her 
ſaid Mother to her, in order to give her an 
Abhorrence of the like, and to inſti] into her a 
Regard for her Honour and Reputation; and 
this Reſpondent confeffeth, that upon the ſaid 
Margaret Hudſon's complaining to him of her Mo- 
ther's ill Uſage, as aforeſaid, he did propoſe to 
her to chuſe him her Guardian, and to leave her 
Mother's Houſe privately. 

5. To the fifth Article of the ſaid Allegation, 
and to the Exhibit marked (A) therein pleaded 
and exhibited this Reipondent anſwers and con- 
feſſes, that the ſaid Letter is all his own proper 
Hand-writing, and ſays it was ſent by him in a 
| Letter to the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, about the 
Time articulate ; and he this Reſpondent in the 
Letter he then ſent to her, told her he did not ſend 
the ſaid Exhibit, marked (A) to her for to copy 
or to tranſcribe the ſame, but only to furniſh her 
with ſome Thoughts that might not otherwiſe 
occur to her, towards a Letter he adviſed her to 
write and leave for her Mother when ſhe went 
away; and this Reſpondent believes the Words, 
Dear Mamma, do mean and intend the ſaid Mar- 
garet Hall, Mother of the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, 
calling herſelf Bozce, and that by the Words cer- 
tain Gentleman of Honour and Honeſty, men- 


tioned 
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tioned in the ſame Draught, was meant and in- 
tended him this Reſpondent. 

6. To the ſixth Article of the ſaid Allegation 
this Reſpondent anſwers and denies, That he 
commenced this Suit for the Sake and Expecta- 
tion of Lucre and Gain only, or to induce and 
prevail upon the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, or John 
Boyce, her pretended Husband, to advance him 
any Sum of Money by Way of Satisfaction of the 
Contract pleaded in this Cauſe ; but this Reſpon- 
dent confeſſes, that in the Month of October, 
1731, he not having fully enquired into the Na- 
ture of the Contract in Queſtion, or into the Law 
in relation to the ſame, did propoſe, that in caſe 
the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, or the ſaid Fohn Boyce, 
her pretended Husband, would pay him this Re- 
ſpondent 30D Guineas, he would give her a Re- 
leaſe, and quit all his Pretenfions to the ſaid Con- 


tract of Marriage with the ſaid Margaret Hudſon, 


pleaded on his Behalf, which Propoſal he then 
thought lawful for him to make ; and this Reſpon- 
dent further ſays, that after he had ſeen the Opi- 
nion of Council, that it could not be done by 
Law, and that Perſons contracted in this Manner 
were not at Liberty to releaſe one another from the 
{aid Contract, which was before he commenced 
this Suit, he then thought it to be his Duty to 
bring this Matter before a proper Court, in order 
to have a Judicial Determination of the Validity 
of the ſaid Contract, according to the Laws and 
Statutes of this Kingdom. And it was with this 
View, and no other, that the Reſpondent com- 
menced the preſent Suit. . 

7, To the ſeventh pretended Poſition or Article 


of the aid pretended Allegation, and to the Let- 
| ters 


\ 
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ters and Exhibits therein mentioned, this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers, and believes the ſame to be 
true. 

8. To the eighth Article of the ſaid Allegation 
this Reſpondent anſwers and believes, That Sir 
John Boyce, Knt. Father of the articulate John 
Boyce, Eſq; thinking the Propoſals mentioned 
and contained in the aforementioned Letter very 
unreaſonable, did not comply therewith in any 
Reſpect, on which, according to the Requeſt of 
the ſaid Mr. Thomas Snell, mentioned in the ſaid 
Cover or Envelope, the ſaid original Letter, 
which was all wrote by and with the proper Hand- 
writing of the Reſpondent, with his Propoſals, 
were ſhortly after the Receipt thereof returned by 
the ſaid Sir John Boyce to the ſaid Thomas Snell, 
who burnt the ſame in the Preſence of the ſaid Sir 
John Boyce, as he hath heard and verily believes; 
but this Reſpondent doth not believe, that ohn 
Boyce, Eſq; Son of the ſaid Sir Fobn Boyce, 
thought the Propoſals mentioned in che aforeſaid 
Letter unreaſonable, but believes, that he preſſed 
his Father to comply with them. 

9, 10. To the ninth and tenth Articles of the 
ſaid Allegation, and to the Exhibits marked (B) 
and (C) therein pleaded and cxhibited, this Re- 
ſpondent anſwers and believes the 121d Articles 
and Exhibits to be true in every Part of them. 


The 
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The ninth Article of Miſs Hups o N's ſecond 
Allegation. 


That during the time the ſaid Sir 7obn Boyce 
had the Cuſtody of the ſaid original Letter of the 
ſaid John Goole, mentioned to be ſince burnt or 
deſtroyed by the ſaid Thomas Snell, in the afore- 
going Article, he cauſed a Copy of the ſame to be 

made by Mr. James Hall, an Attorney at Law, 
who aſter he had fo copied the ſame, viz. on or 
about the 22d Day of October, 1731, compared 
and examined the ſame with the Original, and 
finding it to agree therewith, in Teſtimony of its 
being ſuch true Copy, ſet his Name thereto. 

Art. 10. Item, That for Supply of Proof of 
the Premiſes, the Party Proponent doth exhibit 
and hereunto annex the ſaid Copy of the ſaid John 
Goole's original Letter, Ec. 


Mr. Snell, Vicar of Bampton, 10 the 2d In- 
terrogatory upon the 2d Allegation, this 
Reſpondent anſwers, | 


That he believes he faw a * Caſe drawn up to 
the Effect interrogate, and that the Letters (A) 
(B) (C) (D) CE) and (F) were made uſe of in 
the itating the ſame, and hath heard and believes 
that the ſame was by the mutual Conſent and 


— 


* The Cake adviſed upon. 


Agree- 
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Agreement of the Miniſtrant and the interrogate 
John Boyce, Eiq; ſent to London in order to have 
the Opinion of Council thereupon; and he the 
Reſpondent afterwards ſaw the Opinion of two 
Perſons upon the ſaid Caſe, which to the beſt of 
his Remembrance was, that the Contract, as ſta- 
ted in the ſaid Caſe was binding; and believes, 
that by the Letters (A) (B) was meant the Pro- 
ducent, by the Letters (C) (D) the Miniſtrant, 
and by the Letters (E) (F) the ſaid John Boyce, 
Eſq; and this Reſpondent, referring himſelf to what 
he has before depoſed, cannot otherwiſe anſwer 
to this Interrogatory. 

To the 6th, this Reſpondent anſwers and be- 
lieves, That at or about the Time interrogate, he 
the Reſpondeat, by the Deſite of Sir John Boyce, 
went to the Miniſtrant, in order to treat with him 
about an Accommodation concerning the Con- 
tract pleaded in this Cauſe; and believes, that he 
the ſaid Mr. Goole then told the Reſpondent, that 
be believed he ſnould be obliged to part Mr. Boyce 
and Miſs Hudſon ; and believes, that he the ſaid 
Mr. Goole once told the Reſpondent, that he and the 
Producent were contracted and engaged to each 
other by the Office f the Church, or to that 
Effect. | 

To the $th, this Reſpondent beljeves, that Sir 
John Boyce did promiſe the Reipondent, that no- 
thing imparted by the Miniſtrant to the Reſpon- 
dent ſhould be brought in Evidence, and that he 
the Reſpondent ſhould not be a Witneſs. 

To the gth, this Reſpondent has heard, that 
the interrogate Mrs. Hall was a penurious Woman, 
and ſome People gave her the Character of a 
Scold, T bomas Snell. 

Sir 
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$17 John Boyce, to the 6th, 7th, Sth, oth, 
and 1oth Articles of the ſaid Allegation, 


faith, 


That, for Reaſons hereafter ſet forth, he veri- 
ly believes, that the articulate ohn Goole, Clerk, 
hath commenced this Cauſe for the ſake of Lucre 


and Gain only. 


Sir John Boyce on [nterrogatories. 


To the 2d, this Reſpondent anſwers, 'That he 
does not believe that any ſuch Caſe, as is men- 
tioned in the Interrogatory, was, by Conſent and 
Agreement of the interrogate Mr. Boyce and the 
Miniſtrant, drawn up and ſent to Dr. Paul and 
Dr. Straban for their Opinions, but has heard, 
that the ſaid Miniſtrant had reported, that he had 
obtained an Opinion from Council relating to the 
Contract pleaded in this Cauſe ; but what ſuch 
Opinion was, the Reſpondent cannot recollect; 
and whether or no the ſaid Miniſtrant made any 
Propoſals, or conſented to any that were made to 
him concerning the giving the Producent a Re- 

| leaſe after he had obtained the ſaid Opinion, the 
Reſpondent knows not, and faith, that he made no 
ſuch Propoſals to the Reſpondent fince the ſend- 
ing the ſaid Letter to Mr. Snell, which he 
the ſaid Mr. 2 to the Reſpondent, as 
before depoſed ; and farther, or otherwiſe, this 

Reſpondent cannot anſwer to this Interrogatory. 
To the 5th, this Reſpondent does not remember 


or believe, That the interrogate ohn Boyce, Eſq; 
| ever 
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ever propoſed to the Miniſtrant the getting of an 
Act of Parliament to confirm his Marriage with 
the Producent. a 

To the 8th, this Reſpondent does not remember, 
Whether or no he ever promiſed the interrogate 
Mr. Snell, that nothing imparted by the Mini- 
ſtrant to him the ſaid Mr. Snell ſhould ever be 
brought in Evidence, but faith, that at the Time 
when the ſaid Mr. Snell burnt the Letter before 
depoſed of, the Reſpondent told him, that he 
hoped he would remember the Contents of it; to 
which the ſaid Mr. Snell replied, that he hoped 
the Reſpondent would not give him any Trouble, 
or make him a Witneſs, or to that Effect; and 
the Reſpondent told him he would not if he 
could help it, or to that Purpoſe : That he never 
heard any Body ſpeak ill of the interrogate Mrs. 
Hall, except the Miniſtrant , and ſhe appeared to 
be upon all Occaſions, and was, as the Reſpondent 
believes, a very kind Mother to the Producent, 
and had, as he alſo believes, a due Regard to her 
own and her Daughter's Honour and Repu- 


tation. 
Jobn Boyce. 


Fifield Allen on Interrogatories. 


To the 2d Interrogatory, this Reſpondent 
anſwers, That he hath heard and believes, that a 
Cafe was drawn up to the Effect interrogate, and 
that the ſame was ſtated betweer A. B. (C. D. 
and (E. F) and that the ſame was ſent to Lon- 
don, and the Opinion of Council taken thereupon, 
and believes, that he ſaw the ſaid Opinion; and 
that the Council who gave the ſame were of Opi- 
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nion, that a Contract, as articulate, was indiſſq. 
luble ; and believes, that by (A. B.) was meant 
the Producent Margaret Boyce, alias Hudſon, by 
CD the articulate ohn Goole, and by (B. F.) 
the articulate John Boyce: And the Reſpondent 
hath heard and believes, that the ſaid John Goole 
has made Propoſals concerning the giving a Releaſe 
to the ſaid Producent from the Contract pleaded 
in this Cauſe; but whether ſuch Propoſals were 
made before or after the ſaid Opinion was ob- 
tained, the Reſpondent knows not. 

To the 7th, this Reſpondent anſwers, That he 
believes, that the Miniſtrant, at or about the Time 
interrogate (to wit) after the Producent was 
married to Mr. Boyce, told the Reſpondent, thar 
he and the ſaid Producent were contracted or en- 
gaged to each other by the Office of the Church, or 
to rhat Effect. 8 | 

To the th, That the interrogate Mrs. Hall had 
the Charatter of a cloſe penurious Woman, and be- 
lieves, that ſhe was no otherwiſe unkind to her 
Daughter, than in not letting ber be dreſſed ſo fine 
as ſhe expected or defired; and believes, that ſhe 
had the ſame Regard to her own and her Daughter's 
Honour and Reputation as other Mothers uſually 
have ; and otherwiſe this Reſpondent cannot 


anſwer to this Interrogatory. 
Hfield Allen. 


Dr. 
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Dr. Hu p SOG WILL 


The Twenty-ſeventh of September, in the 
Year of our Lord 1719, I Job Hudſon, 
of the Univerſity of Oxon, Doctor in Divinity, 
being indiſpoſed in Body, but of perfect Mind 
and Memory (Thanks be given to Almighty 
God for the ſame) but calling to Mind the Mor- 
tality of my Body, and knowing that it is ap- 
pointed for all Men once to die, do make this 
my laſt Will and Teſtament, and do revoke all 
former Wills by me made. And firſt and princi- 
pally, I-recommend my Soul unto God who gaye 
it, and my Body to the Earth, to be decently 
buried. And for my worldly Eſtate which God 
has bleſſed me with, I diſpoſe thereof as fol- 
loweth : Imprimis, I confirm the Settlement 
made on my Wife upon our Marriage. Item, 
I give to my beloved Daughter, Margaret, all 
my Goods, Chattles, and Perſonal Eſtate, not 
before ſettled, or otherwiſe hereby diſpoſed of, 
after my Debts, Legacies, and Funeral Expences 
ſhall be diſcharged. And I do intreat and appoint 
my Brother-in-Law, Mr. Robert Harriſon, and 
Mr. Spynall of Pantersbury, to be Overſeers and 
Truſtees of this my Will for the Management of 
my Daughter's Fortune, and to be Aſſiſtant to 
my Wife therein, and I give them Five Pounds 
a- piece for their Trouble. tem, I give to the 
Poor of St. Mary's Pariſh where I live, and to St. 
Peter's in the Eaſt, Forty Shillings to be laid out 
in Bread. Jtem, I give to my Wife, during her 
e Life, 
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Life, my Freehold Tenement and Land lately pur- 
| chaſed, 9's in Horſepath, in the County of 

Oxon, and after her Death to my Daughter and 
her Heirs. Alſo I give to my faid Wife [not 
dear or loving Wife] the Plate, moſt of which 
came by her Friends; and I give her the Uſe of 
the Goods and Furniture of my Houſe, as Linen, 
Braſs, Pewter, Bedding, and other Inſtruments, 
for her Life, and afterwards I give the ſame to 
my ſaid Daughter; and I make my Wife ſole 
Executrix hereof. And to which I have hereto 
ſet my Hand and Seal the Day and Year aboye- 
faid. 

Fobn Hudſon. 


Signed, ſealed, publiſhed and 
declared, by the faid John 
Hudſon, to be his laſt Will 

and Teſtament, in the Pre- 
ſence of us who wrote our 
Names hereto in his Pre- 


ſence, 


John Taylor, 
Charles Keene, 
Richard Dodwell. 


CANON 
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CANON CV. 


Oraſmuch as Matrimonial Cauſes have been 
always reckoned and reputed amongſt the 
weightieſt, and therefore require the greater 
Caution when they come to be handled and de- 
bated in Judgment, eſpecially in Cauſes wherein 
| Matrimony, having been in the Church duly ſo- 
.  lemnized, is required upon any Suggeſtion or Pre- 
text whatſoever to be diſſolved or annulled ; we do 
ſtraitly charge and enjoin, that in all Proceedings 
to Divorce and Nullities, good Circumſpection 
and Advice be uſed; and that the Truth may (as 
far as is poſſible) be ſifted out by the Depoſition 
of Witneſſes, and other lawful Proofs and Evictions, 
and that Credit be not given to the ſole Confeſ- 
fion of the Parties themſelves, howſoever taken 
upon Oath, either within or without the Court. 


th. 


— 


ERRATA ix the Contract V1ioLATED, 


Page 25, l. 9, read raiſed. p. 27, I. 16, r. to be eaſy, 
and all will ſoon be well. > 
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